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                    ñWAITING é ò 

Waitingé 

Have you ever had to wait for something so important, your mind and heart couldnôt rest until you 

received it? Chances are, this has happened to you, and happened more than once.  

We have flipped the yearly calendar to December, and we have flipped our liturgical calendar to   

Advent. This is a challenging time of year. Demands of time, energy, and money strain many      

families. There is so much to do and seemingly so little time to do it!  You are not alone - many are 

feeling the stresses and strains of keeping up with life this time of year. Which is exactly why Advent 

is such an important, yet often overlooked, season. 

Advent is a time of waiting and anticipation. The entire season is rooted in waiting for the Son of 

God to come, and preparing to celebrate the birth of the Savior. Not just any savior, mind you, but 

the promised One of Godðby God, for you! This is where the demands of the world grate up 

against the nature of the Advent season. In this season of Advent 2018, I invite you into thinking 

about waiting through three different, connected lenses. 

1) Waiting can be for life, and for death! There is no doubt that each and every day we get a 

chance to practice our patience. In one day, an individual might wait for their child 

to get ready for school, wait at a red light, wait for your food to come to your table, 

wait for the bus, wait for the pastor to show up to the committee meeting, and wait 

to fall asleep. I encourage you to think about bigger -picture waiting: expectant  

parents waiting for the birth of a child, family members in a waiting room ready for a 

doctor or nurse to share medical news,  a son or daughter sitting at a bedside and 

waiting for a parent to take a final breath. I am invited into times of holy waiting with 

you - for life, for healing, for love, for death. These are among the most emotional and sacred times I 

get to spend with people. Thank you, for inviting me into your times of waiting. Next time you find 

yourself waiting, say a prayer for those waiting for life, and those waiting for death. 

2) Waiting involves many factors out of your control. If we had control over every element of life, 

we probably wouldnôt have to wait - ever!  We live in an inter-connected world where we must live 

with one another and with Godôs creation. Interdependence, by nature, leads to waiting. We donôt 

operate at the same speed or on the same schedule. This holiday season I canôt help but pray for 

those who are awaiting medical diagnosis, spending hours, days, and months hoping for good 

news. I canôt help but pray for those who have signed up to serve in our military and are awaiting 

deployment.   I canôt help but pray for those who are in immigration detention,  

awaiting a visitor, someone who speaks their language, or an idea of where 
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they will go and when. Next time you find yourself waiting, say a prayer for those who wait for factors 

out of their control. 

 

3) Waiting might involve flipping the script! Waiting is almost always viewed through a first person 

viewpoint. When I talk about waiting, I am almost always talking about how I have to wait, or the     

impact waiting has on me. What if we approached waiting from anotherôs eyes? 

Have you thought about Mary and Joseph awaiting the birth of Jesus? Have 

you thought about the disciples of Jesus waiting outside the government build-

ings in Jerusalem after Jesus was arrested? Have you thought that maybe God 

is waiting for you? Next time you find yourself waiting, say a prayer for God to 

guide you in your discernment.  

 

We will gather Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings in this season of Advent. We will hear 

Godôs Word about the Savior of the nations, who has come and who will come again. We will sing, 

pray, and sit in silence. As we navigate this season of Advent, I want to point you to Holy Scripture 

and a hymn.  Perhaps they will help guide us in our collective and individual waiting.  

  

 Psalm 27:14  ñWait for the Lord and be strong. Take heart and wait for the Lord!ò  

  

 ELW Hymn #258- Unexpected and Mysterious  

  ñWe are called to ponder mystery and await the coming Christ,  

  to embody Godôs compassion for each fragile human life.  

  God is with us in our longing to bring healing to the earth,  

  while we watch with joy and wonder for the promised Saviorôs birth.ò ï Verse 3 

 

Advent is upon us. Ready or not, it has started, and we (ought to) turn our attention to the birth of 

Christ and the coming again of Christ. We will spend more time in silence and less time talking. We 

will hear from the gospel of Luke about the second coming of Christ, about John the Baptist preparing 

the way, and about Mary awaiting the birth of her child. Then, we will get to Christmas. My prayer for 

you, dear brothers and sisters, is that you will give Advent the time and energy it deserves. I pray you 

will find peace, patience, and anticipation around Christ returning to this kingdom. I pray that you will 

take Sabbath and silence. May your Advent be filled with hope, anticipation, and a faith that can move 

mountains! 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

 

 

 

Paul Waterman, Pastor 
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Flute Concert Here at Epiphany Flute Concert Here at Epiphany --  Sunday, December 2Sunday, December 2  
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The Southern Illinois Flute Choir and Junior Flute Choir will hold their annual holiday recital here at 

Epiphany on Sunday, December 2, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The choir is comprised of about 12 

adult flute players; some studied flute in college, some as adults, and some are currently flute stu-

dents at Southern Illinois University.  Alex Carpenter, an SIUC graduate student, will be conducting 

both choirs and has written one of the compositions on the program.   

If you look closely 

at the members of 

the adult flute 

choir, you may  

recognize our own 

Epiphany member, 

Olise Mandat.  

(The arrow may help.) 

¶ Sunday, December 23
      Sunday School (all ages) at 8:30 AM             

 
     Worship at 9:30 AM

      Fellowship time to follow
  

¶ Monday, December 24 
     Christmas Eve worship at 7:00 PM

 
 
¶ Sunday, December 30

      A service of Lessons and Carols 

 
     at 9:30 AM 
 

Hereôs the Christmas  

schedule of services  

in one convenient ñpackage.ò 

 

Special note: 

There are no       

services scheduled 

for : 

¶ Christmas Day 

¶ New Yearôs Eve 

or 

¶ New Yearôs Day 



   

    

                      

 

         As in past years, the Evangelism Committee is 
committed to offering ñsimple soup suppersò to those 
attending the midweek Advent services this month.   
The first Sunday in Advent will be here on Sunday,  
December 2. Our first midweek supper and service will 
be held the following Wednesday, December 5. 
  
The suppers will begin at 6:00, quiet meditation time will be offered from 6:45 
   to 7:00 in the worship sanctuary, and the Holden Evening Prayer service will         

            begin at 7:00 and conclude about 7:30. 
  
Simple suppers allow us to focus on the needs of others as we partake of a supper of soup and,  
perhaps, sides of crackers or cornbread, and water to drink.  Donations those evenings will be    
committed to our Global Mission gift to Madagascar, where what we consider ñsimpleò may be     
considered ñwondrousò by those less fortunate than those in our congregation. 

  
For each evening meal, we will need at least three large containers 
of soup (your choice if you choose to share a favorite soup recipe for 
the supper).  There will be a sign-up sheet for soups and sides, as 
well as for those of you wishing to help set up or clean up after each 
meal.  Thank you for participating in this Advent experience. 
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          Since February 2018, the people of Epiphany, Mt. Calvary, and First Lutheran have gathered 

once a month for ñFaith on Tap.ò We have had fellowship time, great food, locally crafted beer, Bible 

study, and talked about who we are as a church. We have met new people, prayed, and started a 

new tradition.  

        We plan to have Faith on Tap monthly, usually the first 

Tuesday of the month. This month of December, we will gather 

on Tuesday, December 4, at Mollyôs Pint. (The address is 12 

North 13
th
 Street in Murphysboro.) Our content will be 

ñWaitingé.ò We plan on talking about Advent and even 

singing a few Advent/Christmas hymns. Wear a sweater, 

bring a dish to share, and bring your Bible! Faith on Tap will 

start at 7:03 PM and end when everyone has left. All are     

welcome to come.  So bring a friend or two.  

Faith On Tap: Tuesday, December 4Faith On Tap: Tuesday, December 4  

Mollyôs 

An Advent Greeting To All of You! 

Lynn Smith 



 

 
ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS    
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     The first season of the new church year is Advent, which starts on 
this Sunday, December 2.  Pastor Paul Waterman has recently sent out 
an eHappenings announcement to the congregation.  In case you missed 
it, here are the highlights.   
 

This Sunday, December 2:   
BRING YOUR Change for Change Jars!   These 
jars and your cash or checks will be collected by 
the children at the end of the worship service. All 
that is collected will go toward our congregationôs 
commitment to our Global Mission partner, the 
Reverend Kirsten Laderach.  

 

Sundays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23:   
 

1. BRING YOU OWN BIBLE:   In an effort to improve our Biblical       
literacy, we encourage folks to bring their own Bibles to church or use a 
church Bible--available from the ushers.  Our service folders will not   
include the Old Testament, New Testament, or Gospel readings. In  
summary, you are invited to a) listen to the readings, b) bring your own 
Bible and read along, or c) use a church Bible (ushers will have a stack 
of Bibles near the sanctuary doors).   Pastor Waterman encourages you 
to bring your own Bible for both Sunday School and worship.  

 
 
2.  JOIN CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND ADULTS IN SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
Sunday School for children and adults will continue to meet during    
Advent at 8:30 AM each Sunday. The young people will be practicing 
for the Christmas program. The adults will meet in the Rainbow Room 
(the newly remodeled room in the Education Wing), and start a 4-week 
Bible study on the gospel of Luke and the season of Advent. You are 
asked to bring your own Bible!   
 
 

 
Evening Prayer, Wednesdays, December 5, 12, 19: 

 
 
Epiphany will continue its long tradition of mid-week Simple Soup Suppers, 
followed by worship during the three Wednesday evenings of Advent.   
Soup starts at 6:00 PM, and Holdenôs Evening Prayer begins at 7:00 PM   
in the sanctuary.  All are welcome to enjoy the soup and the beautiful    
contemplative worship that follows.  


