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Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
Blessed fall to you. The calendar says October, which means that our church year is winding down, and our 
ministry programs are ramping up! In the midst of these (very) busy days, we continue to gather to worship, 
pray, and work for justice in the world. The Pastorôs Ponderings section will be covering a different area of 
health for the upcoming months. This month, the topic is how the health of our community is impacted by our 
faith (both individual and collective). 
 
Recently, in worship, we sang a hymn that has a powerful resonance with me and my call to ordained ministry. 
You can probably figure out the song from the refrain: 

ñWe are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly;  
we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.ò  

    ELW #720, We Are Called (refrain) 
 
These words boil down a theological truth-- God calls us to act in this world for our neighbor and for our      
community. This also states a human reality ð we are in need of one another! This does not mean I need only 
those that look like, sound like, or believe like me. To walk with God means that we treat all people with dignity, 
whether we like them or not. This means our human relationships are reciprocal; at times I need you, and at 
times, you need me. This is the beauty of the interconnected world which God has made! This is both gift and 
challenge, as we discern what it means to live out a life of daily discipleship.  
 
As a congregation, which is a part of a larger denomination (ELCA), which is a part of a federation (Lutheran 
World Federation), we profess to be a valuable part of, but not entirely, the body of Christ. We profess the 
Creed, Apostles or Nicene, each Sunday, stating that we believe in ñé one holy catholic and apostolic 
church.ò (Nicene Creed, Article 3). This theological statement of belief is wrapped in, around, and through our 
neighbors, near and far. We are a part of something beyond ourselves, beyond this world as we know it. Our 
life, as a people of God, is summed up nicely by the prophet Micah:  
 

ñHe has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to  
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?ò Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 

 
Scripture reveals Godôs love and Godôs equipping people for justice work in both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. Foundationally, God has taken care of the infinite through Christ on the Cross for the sake of 
the world (see John 3)! This is good news. God invites us to work with the finite-- we work for the sake of our 
neighbors, especially those neighbors who are poor, marginalized, and oppressed. Paul writes to the believers 
in Corinth about the importance of understanding ourselves as inextricably connected to Godôs creation: 
 

ñIf one member suffers, all suffer together with it;  
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.ò  1 Corinthians 12:26 (NRSV) 

 
Since the list of pain and suffering is extensive, I will let you brainstorm your own list of the ways that parts of 
the body of Christ are suffering. This list, and the people who are mentioned (by name or by group), are worthy 
of our prayers. Prayer is a good, faithful thing. Yet, we are called to work beyond our words and relationship to 
God and reach out to our neighbors with our heads, our hearts, and our hands. A few weeks ago Godôs Work, 
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ñWe Are Calledéò 



Our Hands Sunday was another lived-out discipleship event. Thanks to many people, dozens of people received a 
gift and sign of love.  
 
Thanks to the leadership and faithful people of Epiphany, we continue to be engaged in a wide variety of social  
justice ministries. The list includes, but is not limited to: 
* gathering food for the Good Samaritan Food Pantry,  
* providing gifts through the Spirit of Christmas program,  
* assembling school supplies for LSSI,  
* assembling Easter baskets for LSSI,  
* sending our benevolence to the synod and church-wide ministries,  
* raising money for seminaries through our Dinner Auction, and  
* having a yard sale to support Good Samaritan Ministries!  
 
Thank you, for taking seriously, our call to love our neighbor. 
 
Our life of communal discipleship is rooted in our family and faith community. In baptism, the following words are 
spoken, as a candle is lit for the baptized:  
ñLet your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.ò 

ELW, page 231, Holy Baptism 

 
In baptism your identity as a child of God is rooted in glorifying God and sharing the light of Christ with others. 
When we act with compassion and justice, we are shining the light of Christ for the wider world to see. We are not 
the origins of the light, but we are reflectors and sharers of the light. 
 
As we move forward into the future together, I point us back to our mission statement at Epiphany: 
 ñWe, the members [and active participants] of Epiphany Lutheran Church, work to be a welcoming and    
 caring  community of faith, proclaiming and celebrating the love of God in Jesus Christ, and living humbly 
 as Godôs servants in the world.ò  
 
Thank you for your continued work to be agents of justice and peace in the world. May the work that we do reflect 
the mighty and merciful God that we praise. May our words and actions contribute to making the world more just. I 
leave you with a prayer found in our hymnal: 
 ñGrant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every human heart;  
  that the barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease;  
  and that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace;  
  through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.ò  
        ELW, page 79, Prayer for Social Justice 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

 

 

Thanks to the time, energy, 

and excitement of many, our 

Campus Ministry outreach is 

gaining more momentum.  

Here are upcoming events for campus ministry: 

Every Sunday @ 5 PM- College Student Small Group (Rainbow Room)          

led by Katie Anderson 

Sunday, October 13 @ 8 PM to 10 PM   Grace Caf® (Fellowship Hall)          

Coffee, tea, ñsmoothiesò and sweet things too 

н 

Campus Ministry Update 



Sunday School  and a Production of Jonah 

      This past Sunday (September 29) 
the Sunday School skit during the 
ñChildrenôs Sermonò was the culmina-
tion of our study of Jonah.   
 
     On October 13 we will begin hearing  
and learning about Joseph, his eleven 
brothers, his coat of many colors, and 
his dreams which got him into trouble 
and out of trouble.   

 
There is another surprise for Sunday School.  We will soon have a set of Childrenôs 
Handbells and we will learn to play during our music time! 

Jan Womack 
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Lots are cast to see who should be thrown off the ship. 

Jonah is swallowed by a very 

large fish - maybe a whale? 

Jonah is thrown overboard to save the ship and passengers. 



п 

Our next Jazz Vespers service will be on Sunday, October 13, at 5 P.M. 

           Faith on Tap continues on Tuesday, October 1, at 

Mollyôs Pint which is located in Murphysboro at 12 North 13th 

Street. Bring a snack, some money for drinks, your Bible, and 

a friend or two. All are welcome to join the fun.   
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