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You probably have not yet heard, but there will be an election in the United 

States of America on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. You may have caught a 

glimpse of a political advertisement on your television, and you may see 

one or even two more in the next eight weeks. Mark your calendar; voting is 

not just something important that every voter should do, voting is a part of 

our Christian vocation!  

 

Many people wonder what the role of ñthe churchò has in the affairs of ñthe state,ò if there is any at all. Since 

Godôs reign is in this kingdom, and every kingdom, there certainly is a connection between oneôs life of disciple-

ship and the operation of government systems. As Christians, individually and collectively, we worship only one 

God, who has authority in every realm. However, we also have institutional government, which we do not wor-

ship, but a system in which we participate as citizens of the United States.  

As a side note, it is important that the pastor, and the church functioning in general, does not 

endorse a particular candidate or political party in our system of government. That would not 

only breech the ethics within our faith community, it would be illegal! So, that is not happen-

ing here, and it will not happen among our church functions. Beyond the church, it is right, 

and encouraged, to have theological and political debate ð especially with those whom you 

oppose. Again, a side note ð if you truly believe that all are created in the image of God 

(which I DO believe) ð then you shall treat those with whom you agree, and those with 

whom you disagree, with respect and human dignity. Somewhere along the line, it has become acceptable, and 

even encouraged, to sever relationships with those whom you disagree. This is both unhelpful and sad. If you 

want to talk about politics and faith in a constructive way, I am open to engaging in dialogue with you!  

Within the writings of Martin Luther, the theologian outlined the multiple vocations, or stations, each person 

holds within life. To briefly summarize, all the baptized are to be ministers in their household (family), faith  

community (church), daily work (job), and community (civic). There are other vocations where one might      

minister, but these apply to all (yes - YOU!). You will hear more about other vocations ð check out Pastoral    

Intern Jacobôs writing, as well as future newsletter articles for more. Today, my ponderings are focused upon 

the civic vocation we all have.  

Individually, all who can legally vote, should vote. Voting for president, representatives, particular issues, and 

other important matters is a part of our life of faith. The government is a human institution, which means the 

government is ruled by people. People, even the most well intentioned, are corrupted by sin. When we talk 

about ñthe government,ò we are talking about an institution in which people who are elected, or appointed, to 

office are entrusted to make decisions for the larger community. Whether you agree with representatives   

elected to government, or not, this is the role and function within our society. You have a say in who represents 

you and makes these decisions ð use your voice by voting. 
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As a congregation, which is a part of a larger denomination, we are a faith community, which is also called a 

church. Collectively, we also have some say in who represents us and the decisions that are made on our    

behalf. We should be talking about issues that affect us as a faith community, and issues that affect us beyond 

our faith community. Dialogue is a good thing, especially in regards to issues of peace, justice, and freedom 

(among other things). In the book Church and State: Lutheran Perspectives, the role of the church is presented 

as follows: 

             ñThe church reminds the state of what its function is, and encourages  

         all citizens to be involved with their state.ò (p.10) 

We must ask ourselves, what is the function of the state? The authors outline the two-fold function of the civil 

government: to keep the peace and to support nourishing life of its citizens. (p. 7). As individuals, and as   

members of the ñthe church,ò we regularly ought to articulate our understanding of the role of government, at 

every level, and with the way government is functioning. If you disagree with the function of the government, 

you should operate through legal channels to hold government officials accountable and work for change.   

The duty of a Christian, and a congregation, does not end with encouraging people to vote. Nor does it end with 

voting itself. Writing letters, visiting with representatives, and supporting initiatives that work for peace, justice, 

and freedom in this world should continue through election cycles. Candidates provide a glimpse of their plat-

form, and often make promises as to how they will act. If an elected official does not do as they say, you and I 

have opportunities to hold them accountable and help them better represent their constituents. As a response 

to the love that God gives in Christ Jesus, we should be attentive to legislation, votes, vetoes, and the legisla-

tive process.  

The good news about being a Christian lies solely in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ! There is 

nothing that we can do, nor our church can do, nor our government can do, to earn favor with God. Each of us 

ð you and I ð is a sinner in need of redeeming. Each of us ð you and I ð receives the gift of forgiveness 

through God, whose unconditional love is transformative through Jesus Christ. In response to this gift, you are 

entrusted to ñé ólove the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.ô This 

is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: óyou shall love your neighbor as your-

self.ôò  (Matthew 22:37-39, NRSV).  

Sometimes, neighborly love looks like helping to remove branches and trees that have fallen in a storm. Some-

times, neighborly love looks like preparing a meal and sitting in conversation after the death of a loved one. 

Sometimes, neighborly love looks like wearing a mask and staying a safe physical distance. Sometimes, neigh-

borly love means signing off of Facebook and Twitter for a week or month. Sometimes, neighborly love looks 

like heading to the voting booth to vote for candidates and legislation that best work for peace, justice, and free-

dom in this world.  

The year 2020 has been a wild and unpredictable year. While we donôt know what the next days, weeks, or 

months will bring, I can confidently say there will be unhelpful accusations, attacks on character, and broken 

relationships. I believe that through social media, we will see ñthe worstò in some people. I ask you, siblings     

in Christ, to take extra care to keep yourself healthy, and to use wisdom and faith to guide your words and   

writings. Please remember that your neighbor, especially that neighbor with whom you completely disagree,    

is a child of God, created in the image of God. Remember that Jesus has come to usher Godôs kingdom here 

and now, and that is to whom we should turn in times of fear, anxiety, and heartbreak. Remember that you are 

a part of this particular congregation, which has a variety of political thoughts and supports various political  

candidates. Remember that you have a pastor and a pastoral intern who pray for you regularly.  

May Godôs peace, which surpasses all human understanding, keep your heart and mind in Christ Jesus.  

Soli Deo Gloria, 
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We will have Holy Communion the first Sunday of the month. The last Sunday of the month, pre-assembled    

elements will be gathered and set on the altar before worship. During worship, the elements will be consecrated. 

The week before the first Sunday of the month, the consecrated elements will be available for pickup at the 

church. During the meal portion of worship, all those who have retrieved the elements will commune together 

during worship. 

Pick up times for September will be the following: 

Tuesday, September 1 from 2:00-3:00 PM (outdoors if the weather is nice, in the narthex if weather is not) 

Wednesday, September 2 from 7:15-7:45 (after the midweek prayer service) 

Sunday Mornings: We will continue to meet via Zoom at 10:00 AM, and the service will be streamed from the 

sanctuary. The information is below.  

Time: Sunday Mornings at 10:00 AM 

ONLINE 

 Join Zoom Meeting 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09 

 Meeting ID: 210 124 6575 

 Password: 1501 

PHONE: 

 1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 Meeting ID: 210 124 6575 

 Password: 1501 

Wednesday Evenings: We are trying something new for Wednesday mid-week prayer. We will begin at    

6:30 PM, and we will be offering an outdoor, in-person gathering, which will also be streamed via Zoom. You 

have a choice: in-person or via Zoom. We are partnering with Mt. Calvary and First Lutheran, so the in-

person prayer service will rotate among our three  congregations. Here is the schedule 

Wednesday, September 2 at 6:30 PM at Epiphany (Carbondale) 
Wednesday, September 9 at 6:30 PM at Mt. Calvary (De Soto) 
Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30 PM at Epiphany (Carbondale) 
Wednesday, September 23 at 6:30 PM at First (Murphysboro) 
Wednesday, September 30 at 6:30 PM on Zoom 
 

ONLINE 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=Y3V5aTNMVXNjdlZIaDJCUTI1V042Zz09   

Meeting ID: 210 124 6575 

Password: Easter2020 

PHONE: 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 210 124 6575 

Password: 4404107205 

Epiphany Worship Services 
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Since the Wednesday evening prayer service is our first church gathering since last March here are some notes 
that I hope you will find helpful: 
 
* We will continue to offer this service on Zoom as well as outdoors (weather permitting). The link is on the      
previous page. 

 
* If you plan on attending, please let me (Pastor Paul) know, so we have an estimate of how many plan on 
being here.  

 
* Mask wearing is required. No exceptions. 
 
* Bring your own chair ð we are going to be "contactless" for this service, for the safety of all. 
 
* Sit a safe distance (at least 6 feet) from all people who do not live in your household. 
 
* Bring a candle if you wish to light a candle during prayer. 
 
* Parking at Epiphany will be in the lot, only west of the sidewalk to the Fellowship Hall (we will use the rest of 
the parking lot for seating during the service). 

 
* There will be no bulletins or handouts, to minimize contact. If you would like to drop off your offering, there 
will be a bin for that (no plates will be passed at this service). 

 
* In the case of inclement weather, we will move to Zoom only (the decision will be made by 6:00 PM  
Wednesday evening). 

 
* Since September 2 is between the last Sunday of August and the first Sunday of September, you will be able 
to pick up your consecrated elements for worship on September 6 after service. I will give directions at the 
prayer service for that. 

 
* If you have questions, let me know. We are excited to try something new, but we depend upon the safe  
practices of YOU to continue to gather. Please do what you can to minimize risk to your neighbors.  

 
* Please remember: Since there are location changes each Wednesday, please print out page 3 and 
this page, so you can show up to the right place on the right day, at the right time! :) We also plan to 
utilize eHappenings each week to keep us all informed. 
 

I look forward to seeing many of you here at the church. God's peace and blessing be yours.  
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Pastor Paul  

 
Elements of  grape juice and a wafer, similar to those shown in this photo, were 

consecrated during the Sunday, August 30th service.  These can be picked up: 

§ Tuesday, September 1 from 2:00-3:00 PM (outdoors if the weather is nice, in 

the narthex if weather is not)  or ... 

§ Wednesday, September 2 from 7:15-7:45 (after the midweek prayer service) 

 
If either of those times are a problem for you, please give Pastor Paul a call. 

Wednesday Evening Prayer Services (Continued) 
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The Epiphany Book Club continues to meet the fourth Monday of each month! Due to some feedback about not 

being able to have the book read and be prepared, here is a list of books for the rest of the fall semester.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany Book Club 

       Monday, October 26 at 2:00 PM, studying Wittenberg Meets the World, by Alberto 

Garcia and John Nunes. Some books have been ordered and will be available at the 

church in early September (cost is $22 per book). 

          ñAs the global church assesses the legacy of the Lutheran Reformation, Alberto Garc²a 

and John Nunes in this book reimagine central Reformational themes from black, Hispanic, and   

other perspectives traditionally at the margins of catholic-evangelical communities.ò 

        Monday, September 28 at 2:00 PM, studying The Cross 

and the Lynching Tree, by James Cone. Some books have been    

ordered and will be available at the church                                                                              

in early September (cost is $22 per book). 

          ñThe cross and the lynching tree are the two most emotionally 

charged symbols in the history of the African American community. In 

this powerful new work, theologian James H. Cone explores these  

symbols and their interconnection in the history and souls of black folk. 

While the lynching tree symbolized white power and black death, the 

cross symbolizes divine power and black lifeðGod overcoming the 

power of sin and death. For African Americans, the image of Jesus, 

hung on a tree to die, powerfully grounded their faith that God was with 

them, even in the suffering of the lynching era.ò 

     Monday, November 23 at 2:00 PM, studying The Four Vision 

Quests of Jesus, by Steven Charleston. Some books have been 

ordered and will be available at the church in early September 

(cost is $20 per book). 

       "A unique look at Christian biblical interpretation and theology from 

the perspective of Native American tradition, this book focuses on four 

specific experiences of Jesus as portrayed in the synoptic gospels. The 

author examines each story as a ñvision quest,ò a universal spiritual 

phenomenon, but one of particular importance within North American 

indigenous communities.ò 

        Monday, December 21 at 2:00 PM, studying The Cost of Discipleship, by Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer. Books will be ordered in October; let Pastor Paul know if you would like one 

by October 15.  

        ñWhat can the call to discipleship, the adherence to the word of Jesus, mean today to the 

businessman, the soldier, the laborer, or the government worker? What did Jesus mean to say  

to us? What is his will for us today? Drawing on the Sermon on the Mount, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

answers these timeless questions by providing a seminal reading of the dichotomy between 

"cheap grace" and "costly grace." "Cheap grace," Bonhoeffer wrote, "is the grace we bestow on 

ourselves...grace without discipleship....Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again 

and again.ò 

Editorôs note:  

Book jackets and 

quoted summaries  

are from the          

Amazon.com        

website. 
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A real joy thus far has been the time to read some literature by choice rather 

than by requirement. The book club read Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

for the month of August. This powerful, moving, and thought-provoking book 

provides excellent insight into the daily life of the Christian community. One  of 

the chapters that caught my eye was on ministry. The topics of that chapter 

were the ministry of holding oneôs tongue, the ministry of meekness, the minis-

try of listening, the ministry of helpfulness, the ministry of bearing, the ministry 

of proclaiming, and the ministry of authority.  

All of these things have me wondering about our life together, here at Epiphany 

Lutheran Church. There is no doubt that living in community can be joyous. 

There is also no doubt that it can be tough living in community ï just ask any 

student living in the dorms at a university. While you might not be so close   

together in a physical sense, like in a dorm, many of you do share a significant 

amount of time together, especially before the pandemic.  

For me, the ministry of proclaiming has a significant part of our lives. What does this mean, you might 

ask? Well, proclaim really means to announce publicly. Now you might be thinking that announcing   

publicly is often something for the pastor to do in a church. This is often true, but proclaiming who Jesus 

is to others is reserved for all the baptized especially in unique situations. 

Bonhoeffer writes, ñWhat are we concerned with here is the free communication of the Word from per-
son to person, not by the ordained ministry which is bound to a particular office, time, and place. We are 
thinking of that unique situation in which one person bears witness in human words to another person, 
bespeaking the whole consolation of Godôs admonition, the kindness, and severity of God.ò 1 

 
This seems that you might at times proclaim Jesus to people. Maybe you speak this to a friend or family 

member who is experiencing a hardship. Maybe you speak this to someone who has fallen into addic-

tion or addicted activities. Maybe you speak this to someone seeking forgiveness.  

None of this, of course, is done in a way that is harmful, but is spoken when the promise of God in 

Christ Jesus needs to be heard to remind a person that they are a beloved child of God even when they 

think they arenôt worthy of it. In that proclaiming, it is God in Christ Jesus that is stirring up faith in the 

person you are speaking to. Jesus literally gives them that promise, peace, and love. In that promise, 

even when we donôt feel it, God in Christ Jesus is working and moving in other peopleôs lives é and our 

own. 

We are certainly living in a unique year and are having to find different ways to gather safely for worship. 

Each week when worship is held at Epiphany Lutheran, there will be one person who will proclaim or 

witness to the activity of God in their life. I hope some of you, if not all of you, would be interested in do-

ing that. If you are interested, do contact Pastor Paul or me. For all of us, I think it would be worthwhile 

to think through the times it is appropriate to promise and proclaim Jesus to somebody and what you 

might say. 

Iôm excited to hear how God is working in your life. Stay well, friends of Epiphany Lutheran Church.    

Remember to ñmask upò and physically distance yourself six feet from others. 

Peace, 

Pastoral Intern Jacob Krueger 
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From the Desk of Jacob Krueger, Pastoral Intern 

Jacob Krueger 
9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ LƴǘŜǊƴ 
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New ñtechie volunteerò is helping with Sunday worship services:   
Meet Cory Newman and daughter Elena 

 
Epiphanyôs technical staff has grown in the last few weeks.  First, our own Clare Smith 
has been assisting with the production of our Sunday worship services for which all of us 
are most grateful.  Then, two weeks ago, Pastoral Intern Jacob Krueger arrived on the 
scene, proving what we all knew: that the younger the techie, the more he (or she) 
knows.  And lastly, responding to a help-wanted ad in the Sunday worship bulletin, Cory 
Newman stepped forward.   
 
Cory rather modestly summarized her role: ñHonestly, Pastor Paul, Clare, and your 
new pastoral intern, Jacob, have this stuff down and are eagerly working each week 
to make the ZOOM worship service better and better.  I have been behind the scenes 
unplugging and plugging in devices, responding to the chats and muting and unmuting 
our speakers.  I enjoy serving in this way as on most of my work days I spend much of my time leading 
Zoom meetings.  It is nice to be on the other side.  I am glad that I can be of some assistance.ò   
 
As most of you know, Lynn Smith and I served on ELCA seminary boards for decades, and we can both 
attest to the fact that no academic courses were offered by the seminaries to assist new pastors with com-
puter-based-distanced-worship.  No one anticipated this.  For Epiphany, it was definitely a time to ñrally the 
troopsò and identify some un-tapped talent.  Thanks for those who volunteered, like Clare and Cory, at 
such a time as this. 
 
Cory graciously agreed to respond to my many questions, beginning with how she found Epiphany in the 
first place.   

ñWe moved here in 2014 but it took me a few years to decide on a church-home here in Carbon-
dale.  I travel back home often and it took a while to 'leave' my other church-home. :)  I have met 
quite a few members as we have been at Epiphany a few times.  However, my job is 60% out-of-
town travel and then COVID prevented in-person worship.ò 

 
I asked about her background and her professional position.   

ñI grew up just outside of Madison, Wisconsin in Verona.  I was baptized, confirmed, married and 
started a preschool ministry at St. James Lutheran Church in Verona.  After 14 years of running the 
preschool my family relocated to Carbondale and I began working for the Evangelical Lutheran    
Education Association (ELEA) also known as ELCA Schools and Learning Centers, which is an   
Independent Lutheran Organization of the ELCA.  Last July I began my current position of Executive 
Director.  The ELEA serves and advocates for the nearly 1,400 schools and early learning centers of 
the ELCA.  Our schools and centers employ over 18,000 staff and serve approximately 150,000  
children in faith-based programs.  We provide resources, professional development, national confer-
ences and connections for leaders. The ELEA is part of the Faith Formation team of the ELCA.ò     

 
And finally, I asked about her family.   

ñI have three children:  Mason, 21, attends Southern 
Illinois University as an online student in electrical  
engineering.  He is an avid cyclist and motorcyclist; 
he loves the outdoors and enjoys traveling, when he 
is able.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Our Members:  Cory Newman and Elena Newman 

Susan Rehwaldt 
interviewed  
Cory Newman 
for this article 
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Cory Newman is accompanied by her daughter, 

Elena, when Mom takes her turn at being the 

computer ñtechieò for the Epiphany worship     

service on Sunday mornings. Elena usually gets   

to help out by serving as one of the acolytes. 




