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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
November 2021
“Thankfulness”
The month of November is a full month of getting ready. Are you ready for cold weather?
How about Thanksgiving? Maybe you have started Christmas preparations? Family
birthdays? There are so many things to do that sometimes we forget what the apostle Paul
reminds us to do: “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were
taught, abounding in thanksgiving” Colossians 2:6-7.
Here is a “too short list” of some of the people I thank God for this month:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Anne Terry
For our council, who have continuously worked to maintain our church’s programs and
Council
work. For creative solutions to challenging problems, always offering encouraging
President
words, and through their actions make Epiphany a more welcoming and warmer place.
Clare Smith, Peter Gimse, Wayne Griffith, Olise Mandat, Lynn Smith, Mike Langan, Marcia Anderson, Jim Womack, Loren Cook, Jan Womack, Deb Sarvela, Tim Fink, and Mari Schneider — Thank
you, Lord, for them!
For Epiphany’s Pastoral Call Team, who have been meeting regularly as we continue to seek God’s
guidance in the search for a new pastor. Cory Newman, Clare Smith, Will Hogsett, Roland Person,
Julie Bohnsack, Steve Logan, Betty Howerton, and Alan Terry — Thank you, Lord, for each of them!
For each and every one of our supply pastors, who have prepared sermons and worship for us, for
those who have filled in for funerals and support in our time of need. Thank you for your work and efforts
for us. S. Blake Duncan, Katherine Graves, In-Sook Hwang, Marlin Otte, Dan Whitfield, and John
Annable Thank you, Lord, for their gifts of ministry to us.
For our musicians, who over the last year have learned how to record worship music ahead of time to
post for online worship, who continue to choose hymns for us to sing on Sundays, bringing familiar
words and music to us in uncertain times, and thus bringing comfort and a reminder to rest in the Lord.
Jane Terry, Tim Fink, Betty Person, Emily and Lori Fink—Thank you, Lord, for their beautiful gifts of
music.
For our “Zoom” team who provide an online Sunday worship service for many of our friends and
members through the marvel of a digital camera and computer: Clare Smith, Steve Logan, and Cory
Newman. Thank you, Lord, for their skills and talents with the mysteries and marvels of electronics.
For everyone who helps get the bulletins out every week. This is no easy task, and there are several helping hands and hearts involved. Mary Kelly, Lynn Smith, Jim & Jan Womack, and Clare
Smith—Thank you, Lord, for their gifts of organization and attention to detail, which enable us to connect
in worship and prayer every week.
And finally — for all of you, my brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank you for your kind words of
support for me, for showing up every week, for your flexibility and patience, and for your example of faith
and light in our community. I thank God for you with all my heart.

Many blessings to you in this season of Thanksgiving!
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Congregational meeting: Sunday, November 7
Our congregational meeting will be Sunday, November 7, after church. We will vote on the budget and also on the Portico
project. Below this architect’s preliminary
rendering, you can read the reasoning for
the proposed addition. If you have
questions as you look over the material,
you may send them to Anne Terry
aterry1223@aol.com or to Tim Fink,
Property Chair, tjfink@siu.edu so we
can get questions answered at the meeting. You will receive the agenda and
reports by email very soon, but paper
copies will be available at the meeting.
Please make every effort to attend in
person if you can, so that you can fully
participate in the meeting and votes.

The Portico Project: The Reasoning for an Addition
Dear Epiphany family,
The Church Council has a capital improvement proposal for your consideration at the next congregational meeting, Sunday,
November 7: an entrance portico to the main sanctuary. Harlan Bohnsack has graciously provided the rendering above,
and estimates the cost to be +/- $30,000.
A few years ago, the church considered and declined a much larger proposal (estimated at $200,000-$300,000) which included an extended long covered entrance with a covered drive thru drop off, expanding the parking lot and reversing traffic
directions. This abbreviated proposal accomplishes some of the previous proposal’s ideas at a lesser cost.
Being a commercial/public building, it must meet special codes and safety standards which add to costs. Although Harlan
has not drawn up complete drawings for construction bidding, he would do that pending congregational approval. With those
drawings, we would ask for bids. Although present construction costs are unusually high, and it might be wise to not be in
too great a hurry, an up or down vote is needed before further drawings, bidding, permits are pursued.
The Property Committee considered several long-discussed aspects of the church building and its aesthetics, the portico
being one of them. Several rooflines were drafted and considered, the committee agreed upon one, proposed it to the
church council, and they also approved the idea. There are several reasons why we feel this is a worthwhile project and
request your approval.
Why a portico?
It offers a more aesthetic entrance.
It provides a covered transition area, a place out of the weather to un/lock the door, close/open umbrella, etc.
Keeps water/snow away from entrance.
Shortens the uncovered distance from the car to the church.
Provides a place to hang the bell.
Offers some covered exterior seating.
With skylights, keeps the windows and foyer lit.
Straightens (and widens) the sidewalk toward the cross.
Why now:
The church is in very good shape inside and out and has no pressing needs. With recent new painting, carpeting, HVAC,
appliances, and parking lot, now would be a good time to pursue this.
Without a pastor (or intern), we have had lower salary/operational costs.
It gives us an added tangible focus while we await a call.
Thank you for your consideration.
Tim Fink, Property Committee Chair
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The Worship Committee: Are You Ready For Christmas?
The Worship Committee is currently working on plans for the Advent services, a schedule for decorating the
church for Advent/Christmas, the Christmas Eve service, and the assignment of supply pastors into the new year.
Jazz Vespers – Pastor Marlin Otte will be leading Jazz Vespers in November and December.
SUPPLY PASTOR UPDATES:
OCTOBER
10/31 Pastor S. Blake Duncan (Reformation Sunday)
NOVEMBER
11/07 Pastor Katherine Graves (All Saints Sunday)
11/14 Pastor S. Blake Duncan
11/21 Pastor Marlin Otte
11/28 Pastor S. Blake Duncan (Christ the King Sunday)

DECEMBER
12/05 Pastor Katherine Graves
12/12 Pastor S. Blake Duncan
12/19 Pastor Katherine Graves
12/24 TBA (Friday - Christmas Eve) – lay led service?
12/26 Pastor S. Blake Duncan

Mari Schneider
Worship
Committee

Worship
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom), with sung liturgy
and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom service:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09

Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799

Mask Update

As we all know, the COVID pandemic is still rampant in Southern Illinois. To protect all of our church family and
visitors, we strongly encourage masking by everyone, regardless of vaccination status. If you need a mask,
no problem! There are masks available near the name tags as well as the guest book. There are both cloth and
disposable masks available. They are yours to take and use throughout your week. You will find hand sanitizer
readily available at the nametag table, near the guest book, in the Fellowship Hall and in all of the pews in the
sanctuary.
At this time, we are not suspending fellowship but are adjusting how we serve the snacks, and are encouraging
everyone to spread out. Thank you so much for helping to keep us healthy and safe. A reminder: the Zoom
option listed above is available for those of you who may not be able to join us in person.
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My First Prayer Partner
When I was a child, my younger brother and I often stayed with our maternal grandmother, Clara
Lyell, when our mother was working. This picture was taken when she was only about 20 years
old, but by the time she was serving as my grandmother, Grandma Clara
was the epitome of the stereotypical grandmother of years gone by. She
was round of body with silver-hair pulled back into a low bun, wire-rimmed
glasses worn low on the nose, and a perennial apron knotted high under
an ample bosom that she always pressed our faces into when she
administered gigantic hugs.
This same gesture of a warm, loving hug, a heart-felt embrace was what
she used when she prayed with us. Before meals, before going out to
Elaine Melby
play and at bedtime, when we had the sniffles, whatever. Her process
Prayer Partners
was always the same. Arms wrapped around our shoulders tightly, while
she prayed, thanked God for our food, our home, and from time to time
petitioning for a return to health or to locate a missing pet. She would always say that when we
talked to Jesus, he used the arms of someone that loved us to be the arms of Jesus here on
earth.

Clara Lyell

My Grandma
For that reason, I guess, many times when I pray alone or with another person, I can visualize and
almost feel the loving arms of Jesus around my shoulders as I speak his name and have a conversation, much like my grandmother did for me. I also find myself using those words in my spoken prayer, “Dear Jesus,
please wrap your loving arms around them and give them peace…” I am comforted by this imagery and have been told
that others have felt the same.
As we approach 2022, it is time to think about whether having a partner in prayer, someone here at Epiphany who prays
for you, and you for them in a deliberate way throughout the year is something that you would value. A “Question and
Answer” format follows below that explains how this works. If you are interested in becoming a prayer partner and being
assigned someone to pray for in a random draw process, please contact Elaine Melby at the email address and phone
number listed at the end of the “Question and Answer” sheet. I have felt peace that has come from knowing that others
here at Epiphany have been praying for me and my family, that they have been figuratively putting their arms around us in
an effort to comfort, bring peace, healing. I pray that you, too, will prayerfully consider being a Prayer Partner for 2022.
The deadline for signing up to be included in the random drawing that matches up the partners is Sunday, December 5th.
The following week, the drawing for partners will take place and you will be notified of your partner. Each partner is then
asked to fill out a short information sheet that tells a little about the partner personally and asks if there are any special
prayer concerns. And then the prayers begin, and many members here have found this program to be a real blessing in
their lives. If you have questions that are not answered on the sheet of “Questions and Answers,” please call me directly
to discuss your question. I hope that you will join us in 2022!

Questions and answers: Prayer Partners

Continued
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Prayer Partners

(continued)

News From the Epiphany “Green Team”
In September, Governor Pritzker signed the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act into law. It may
be the most comprehensive climate bill in the country and a model for others in fighting for
climate change.
The law puts Illinois on a road to 100% renewable energy by 2050, prioritizes job training,
hiring and new business creation in people of color, low-income and environmental justice
communities. It begins retiring fossil fuel power plants from the electric grid, with a goal of
elimination by 2045. There are programs to help workers with the economic impact by these
plant closures. It also includes a goal of getting one million electric vehicles on the state’s
roads by 2030.
Admittedly, these are very ambitious goals, but it is up to us to continue to press for their success, in part by supporting those politicians who did and will support CEJA in the years ahead.

Roland Person
The Green Team
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Three Opportunities to Help Others — Social Ministry

1

This year’s Spirit of Christmas fundraiser is now underway and will continue through mid-November. Just like
last year, we’re asked to donate money toward a minimum
target figure of $25 per name, using the number of names
we were assigned for 2019. Having been assigned 86
names that year, our goal for this year will again be $2,150.
Last year we surpassed our goal and contributed $3,090 to
the project. The interfaith council has requested that all
Mike Langan
funds raised be forwarded to them by Monday, November 15; thus, we ask that you please
Social Ministry
turn in your donation no later than Sunday, November 14. To track our progress toward
this year's goal, check out the Christmas tree poster in the Fellowship Hall. As of Saturday,
October 23rd, we'd received $500 in donations. If you are donating by check, please
write your check to Epiphany and put Spirit of Christmas on the memo line. If you are
donating online, via Vanco, at Epiphany’s giving page, you will find near the bottom of the
page under External Funds a designated line for giving to Spirit of Christmas.
While we're on the topic of Spirit of Christmas, please join me in expressing a very big
"THANK YOU" to Amy Eigenrauch, for her many years of service in coordinating Epiphany's
Spirit of Christmas gift giving project. Amy asked to step aside from that responsibility this
year, and shared that she first took the helm of the project for Epiphany 18 years ago! It was
easy for her to recall, because she was expecting Brody at the time.
Amy
Eigenrauch

2
October historically is the month during which Epiphany participates in
Bread for the World’s Offering of Letters to Congress. By this effort we urge
our federal representatives to support funding of food and nutrition assistance
programs. For more information about Bread for the World and the Offering of
Letters visit the webpage at: ol.bread.org. More recently, email, rather than
letters, seems to be gaining traction as a preferred method for contacting
your legislators, although letter writing also continues to be encouraged.
For those who prefer the more traditional pen and paper mode of communication,
I will be putting out sample letters, along with envelopes and mailing labels for
Senators Durbin and Duckworth and Congressman Bost on a table in the
Fellowship Hall.

3
I have just received word from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
that they will be conducting their Hope for the Holidays card writing campaign
again this year Holiday cards are due at their distribution center on Friday,
December 3, so the month of November will be prime card writing time for us
here at Epiphany. I am asking folks to get their cards turned in to church
by Sunday, November 28. That way I can get them boxed up and mailed to
Baltimore so they arrive there by their deadline of Friday, December 3. I plan to
send out an eHappenings email with sample Spanish language greetings and
expressions of care, which may be used in writing cards, and also to place a
collection box for completed cards in the Fellowship Hall.
Thank you for the love and generosity you show to our neighbors near and far.

Mike Langan, for the Social Ministry Committee
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Global Missions — Change For Change Jars
Global Missions Change-For-Change Jars
Sundays – November 28 and December 5
As part of the ELCA’s support for missionaries around the world, Epiphany does our part
by supporting Willie and Anne Langdji, the ELCA’s West and Central Africa Regional
Representatives.
The next two Sundays, November 28 and December 5, you
may bring your jars of spare change and empty them into buckets
provided in the narthex. From 11 a.m. to 12 noon on December 5,
coins may be delivered to the church and someone will come to
your car. The coins will be deposited and sent to our Synod.

Willie and Anne Langdji
West and Central Africa
Regional Representatives

Olise Mandat

Business Manager

Other ways to support our missionaries are:
• Cash: use one of the pew envelopes and indicate “Global Missions” on the envelope.
• Check: make payable to Epiphany Lutheran Church and put “Global Missions” in the
memo line.
• Online:
1. go to the Giving page on Epiphany’s website (www.elcarb.org),
2. choose the GivePlus+ icon, and
3. indicate “Continuing Resolutions: Global Missions ELCA”

When Epiphany sends the funds raised, we will indicate that our support is to go to Anne and Willie Langdji.
“We are grateful for how you walk alongside us as we seek to do God's
work in this place. Thanks for your prayers, support, and assistance. Peace.”
Willie, Anne and Micah Langdji

Olise Mandat
OMandat@gmail.com

All Saints Sunday — November 7
During our November 7 worship service we will recognize All Saints Day by providing an insert listing those people
we would like to remember. The names will also be read aloud during our worship service.
If you haven’t already given me names of those whom you would like remembered or honored, please email me at
omandat@gmail.com or business@elcarb.org
(whichever address is in your contact list is fine).
Indicate how you would like the names remembered:
"In Loving Memory of"
or
“In Honor/Celebration of"
Please send me your entries by Friday, November 5.
Hoping you have a beautiful weekend (no tricks, just lots of treats!) and a fresh start to November.
Olise Mandat
omandat@gmail.com

or business@elcarb.org
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Fellowship Updates
Happy November, Epiphany!
Fellowship hosts have provided delicious treats for Sunday after church in the safest possible
ways! I thank you all! For the month of October I thank Peter Gimse and Jim Sylwester, Mari
Schneider, Clare Smith, and Anne Terry!
Fellowship has also coordinated
with Evangelism to provide
snacks for Marie Bernhardt’s
visitation. We provided meat,
cheese, crackers, vegetables and
fruit, and we also had wonderful
donations of cookies, brownies,
and bars! Thanks to all who
donated to that!

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship
Chair

Those who have signed up to host
There were three tables of snacks for those
for November are as follows:
in attendance at Marie Bernhardt’s visitation.
November 7 Council Members
November 14 Pavlovich Family
November 21 Peter Gimse and Jim Sylwester
November 28 Betsy Geiselman
Please consider signing up for the month of December (or beyond!) The signup sheet is in the Narthex, or you
can call, text, or email me!
Deb Sarvela, Fellowship Chair

618-303-7178

dsarvela@hotmail.com

An Update on Marilyn Starkey
Hi to all,
For those of you who may not check Facebook or have a computer, here is an update on how things are
going the last few weeks.
I continue to increase the medication that goes through the Hickman catheter
usually every 3-4 days as long as I am not having side effects such as headaches,
GI problems, or heart palpitations.
My energy level continues to be fair; some days are better than others, but I’m hoping
that is going to continue to improve.
For PT/OT I’m doing some laundry, folding clothes, fixing my meals, and walking
inside to increase my endurance.
Sleeping is going much better and the sleep machine with rain noise has helped me
a lot.
Hopefully, I will be returning to church soon.
Marilyn

Marilyn Starkey
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Jazz Vespers—You’re Invited— 5:00 p.m. Sunday, November 14

Editor’s note:
The next page is an
official press release
provided by Phil Brown
describing the next
Jazz Vesper service on
Sunday, November 14.
If you have been
“tempted” to attend,
this should be worth
hearing.

“Since We Don’t Have a Choir … ”
Since we don't have a choir during the pandemic, we are looking for musical
alternatives during offering. Do you have a child taking lessons on an instrument,
or voice? Please, have them come and play what they are working on during the
offering. Or, do you wish you were musical and could offer something but you don't
BETHLEHEM
play an instrument or sing? How about suggesting a recording of something that
speaks to you. Plenty of range: I've played Renaissance chamber choir motets and
contemporary Christian Country. Please, email me with your favorite.
Tim Fink
tjfink@siu.edu
Tim Fink
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Jazz Vespers—Official Press Release

BETHLEHEM
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Congratulations: John Schneider

John!

On your honor and recognition as
Vocational Individual of the Year
2021
Jackson County Workshop
Jackson County, Illinois

In addition to John’s work at Jackson County Workshop, John volunteers for two positions at Epiphany
Lutheran Church. He has been Epiphany’s official bell ringer for a number of years. He tolls the bell
before worship services and special services such as funerals. Epiphany appreciates John’s service.

BETHLEHEM
John’s second position at
Epiphany, also with no “term
limit,” is the job of “Sunday
Morning Barista,” specializing
in regular and decaffeinated
coffees. Many early risers
appreciate a hot cup of coffee
before the Sunday morning
worship service, and John is
there to oblige. Some members
are unaware of John’s excellent
service, but they probably all
are tea drinkers.
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Marie and Ed Bernhardt: A Celebration of Two Lives Well-lived
Epiphany said good-bye to a long-time
member last week, Marie Bernhardt -- a
dear sister and loyal member well into
her nineties. Many of you knew her only
as an older woman who came to worship
accompanied by her younger son, Gary.
Factor in Covid-distancing, few of us have
even talked with Marie in the last year or
so.
But, that does not change the fact that
Epiphany owes much to the Bernhardt duo.
Marie and husband, Ed, dedicated much
of their lives to Epiphany Lutheran Church.
So, as we say good-bye to Marie, this
seemed to be a proper time to look back and remember
both of the Bernhardts.
Susan Rehwaldt
Our “Kansas City
Correspondent”

Marie and Ed joined Epiphany in the early 1970s. At that time
Epiphany was a small congregation, in a continuously precarious
financial situation. The only building on its Chautauqua property
was the small brick structure known today as the “Sunday
School” wing. Marie was a stay-at-home mom who taught piano
to children and adults. Ed was a business man, a finance guy.
Marie and Ed, and their children, settled into a lovely home in
Murphysboro.
Marie: Shortly after becoming a member of Epiphany, Marie became the congregation’s organist and served
faithfully from 1973 until 1998. That is a considerable time commitment on Sunday mornings for this busy
mother. In 1998, when Marie stepped away from Epiphany’s organ, the Epiphany congregation gave her a
plaque thanking her for twenty-five years of faithful service.
Marie’s family noted her musical background in the biographical information prepared for her funeral. She
had studied music, majoring in piano performance, at the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, IL. So,
Epiphany had a dedicated, classically-trained organist at a time when Epiphany had much difficulty just paying
its most basic monthly bills.
One parent noted that Marie simultaneously taught her students much more than music:
It’s not easy for a child to play a recital in front of 100 people. It takes learning music, discipline,
and confidence to get up in front of people and play what they have learned. Those children will
use that all of their lives. I believe, because of her drive, it rubbed off on the students
and kept
BETHLEHEM
them from participating in some negative activities. She touched their lives in a very positive
way. She also was a very good teacher, and she helped make many exceptional pianists.
Marie was modest; modest to a fault. She did not crave praise and thanks. However, that did not stop her
musical colleagues in Southern Illinois and the broader community from recognizing her teaching of piano to
adults and children. In 1994 she was given an “emeritus certificate in piano” from the Music Teachers National
Association. In 1999, the Egyptian Chapter of the Illinois State Music Teachers Association named Marie as its
“Teacher of the Year.” And in 2007, she was honored by Carbondale’s Junior Festival Counselors for her work
in “piano teaching.”
Bottom line, Marie Bernhardt was a blessing to her students and to her church. But, she was not the only
Bernhardt who believed in serving the church.
Ed: For almost as many years as Marie was Epiphany’s organist, her husband, Ed, was
Epiphany’s treasurer. He was the treasurer of Epiphany in the 70s, and 80s and 90s -

Continued
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Marie and Ed Bernhardt: A Celebration of Two Lives Well-lived

(continued)

-- challenging financial years for the little congregation. Roland Person recalls that Ed
had his own way of compiling financial reports with mysterious numbers and notes that
led to the final bank balances, and he had one predominant philosophy: “Don’t spend
any money.”
Roland recalled that Ed was quiet and very determined:
A council member could have an idea for a program, but we all waited
for the moment when the cost was stated and Ed would say no. It was hard to
argue with Ed since no one else could figure out his financial calculations. Ed
retired as treasurer in the early 1990s.

One long-time Epiphany member remembered Ed’s service as treasurer:

Marie and Ed Bernhardt

Ed was very good as treasurer and effectively guided the council during
decades when the congregation never quite had enough money in its bank account to
pay all the bills for that month. Fortunately for Epiphany, Ed was fiscally conservative by
nature and was very concerned that the church council would over-spend. Ed would tell
stories of some councils that wanted to spend more than they had.
In those years many bills were “carried over” to the next month. Ed knew that there
was not enough in Epiphany’s bank account to pay all the bills for that month so he was
always careful to keep back enough money to meet Epiphany’s payroll. However, he
was always concerned about running out of money since contributions varied each
month, and Epiphany had very little money in reserve.
Having no computer experience, Ed did all the financial reports with pencil and paper. This took a lot of time,
but Ed prided himself on being very accurate. He and Lila Klasek, the financial secretary, — who also did all
her calculations with pen and paper -- compared their monthly totals at each council meeting. Their totals, which
were supposed to be identical, were usually very close although they worked separately. Each was highly
insulted if anyone suggested that any summary number could possibly be incorrect -- even if they did not match!
Ed worked for many years with challenged people at the Jackson County Workshop. They did wood-working for
various projects, and Ed touched the lives of these folks, teaching them to be productive, while giving them a
chance to grow within that safe environment.
Other fun activities: Both Ed and Marie were also willing to help with church projects and to participate in the
many productions, both plays and skits, that Epiphany “produced” in the first thirty or so years of its existence.
They were long-time members of Jackson Country Club, and Marie never missed Epiphany’s Golf Scrambles,
where women were in the minority.

BETHLEHEM

Marie had another crusade --- one that involved fellowship and food. When I joined Epiphany, Marie invited me to
come to Epiphany’s women’s annual Christmas potluck held at her home. She looked me in the eye and cordially
encouraged me to accept her invitation. I immediately knew that there was only one answer, “yes,” and she was
not going to move or blink her eyes until she heard the answer she wanted.
And so it was that I attended the first of many Christmas potluck dinners at the Bernhardt home. The ladies of the
church coordinated a fabulous Christmas potluck for the women of the church. She hosted that event for forty or
so years--and loved every minute. It was standing room only at the Bernhardt home for that annual event. The
buffet table was bountiful and so inviting. Tables were tucked in all over the house, with gleaming china and
silverware. But, probably the highlight for Marie, the grand finale of those evenings, was when she played either
her piano or her organ as the ladies sang Christmas carols to ring in the joyous season.
A sweet note from Maureen Gulbrandsen provides a lovely recollection to end this trip down
memory lane:

Continued

14

Marie and Ed Bernhardt: A Celebration of Two Lives Well-lived

(continued)

Marie adopted Don and me and made sure we were “in the know” concerning church and
that we felt very welcomed. She would invite us to dinner. We then invited her for supper at
Midland Inn, where she had never eaten, and, to our relief, pronounced it fine.
She and I did ride-share to church activities for many years. I always went to her famous
Christmas potlucks.
And, I made sure I had the highest bid for her Scandinavian coffee cakes at WELCA’s
dessert auctions.
She gave me piano lessons but I wasn’t musically inclined, so we would spend the lesson
just talking.
She was a wonderful friend.

In Memory: Marie Bernhardt
Marie Bernhardt, 95, of Murphysboro passed away at 11:15 a.m. on Thursday, October
14, 2021, at Memorial Hospital of Carbondale. Marie was born August 10, 1926 in
Chicago to Peter and Francis (Kjellstrom) Lombardo.
She married Edward C. Bernhardt on August 31, 1947, in Chicago. They celebrated
fifty-one years together. She is survived by children Gary Bernhardt and wife Ruth of
Murphysboro, Randall Bernhardt and wife Paula of St. Peters, Missouri, and Susan
(Bernhardt) Patient and husband Larry Patient of Eureka, Missouri; grandchildren
Matthew Bernhardt, Jennifer (Bernhardt) Lee, Peter Bernhardt, Rebecca (Bernhardt)
McGuire, Hannah (Bernhardt) Ernst, Brent Bernhardt, Chase Bernhardt, Marie Patient, and Thomas Patient;

great-grandchildren Evelyn Bernhardt, Dominic Bernhardt, Amberlyn Ernst, and Maximus (Max) Ernst. She was
preceded in death by husband Edward C. Bernhardt, son Paul Edward Bernhardt, and her parents.
Marie was a member of Epiphany Lutheran Church of All Saints of Carbondale, where she served as organist
for twenty-five years. She received her piano teaching certificate from the Berning School of Music in Chicago in
1945. She received her Bachelor of Music with a major in piano from American Conservatory of Music, Chicago,
in 1949. She was a member of Morning Etude, the local chapter of Federated Music Clubs of America, Music
Teachers’ National Association, Illinois State Music Teachers’ Association and its local chapter Egyptian Chapter,
Church Women United, and American Guild of Organists. She was the Member of the Year of the Illinois State
Music Teachers Association in 1999 and a Junior Festival Counselor for competitions.

BETHLEHEM

She was a concert pianist in her early twenties and taught many piano students in the Carbondale-Murphysboro
area until she was 85.
Visitation will be held on Friday, October 22, 2021 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Crain Pleasant Grove-Murdale Funeral
Home. Funeral Service will be on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. at the funeral home with Reverend Dan
Whitfield officiating. Entombment will follow immediately at Pleasant Grove Memorial Park Mausoleum.
Memorials can be made to Epiphany Lutheran Church of All Saints, 1501 Chautauqua Road, Carbondale, Illinois
62901 and St. Francis Care, 6228 Country Club Road, Murphysboro, IL and will be accepted at the funeral chapel.
Crain Pleasant Grove-Murdale Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
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Epiphany Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1501 W. Chautauqua, Carbondale, IL 62901
Last month we did not include the October birthdays (does “not enough square inches of space”
seem believable? ) Probably not! This month we are going to squeeze in the November birthdays
right here on the very last page. Should be a good test to see how many readers made it this far. Be
sure to wish these folks Happy Birthday sometime this month, but you may want to skip the part
about age.
Chuck Frank
Trish Welch
Pastor Jerry Kissell
Tina Logan

Harlan Bohnsack

Sarah Viernum

Peter Gimse

Corrie Cheatwood

Kent Terry

Jan Womack
Mary Kelly, Church Secretary
Church Phone (618) 457-2065
Church Office E-mail: office@elcarb.org
Church Website: http:elcarb.org
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