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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
APRIL 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
April this year continues our Lenten journey, and mid-month brings us to the celebration of Easter. As spring
begins in earnest here in Southern Illinois, it’s easy to look ahead to warmer days and the awakening forest
and skip past the discipline of Lent. As Lutheran Christians, it’s important for us to resist that temptation and
stay focused on Christ’s passion – his love for us shown through his suffering and death.
In Jesus Christ, God empties God’s very self for the sake of all the world. By daily reading, reflection and
prayer, and other ways of focusing on what this means for us in our daily lives, we can experience the depth
of God’s love in ways that may be both unsettling and encouraging. This is a good thing as it keeps us from
seeking the Alleluias of Easter without first enduring the pain of the cross. Going straight from Palm Sunday
to Easter morning without moving through the somber realities of Holy Week can set us up for a “theology of
glory” that is so prevalent in our society. By contrast, we preach “Christ crucified,” knowing that it’s in the
darkest and bleakest of times in life that God seeks us out to provide comfort and strength, even when we
can’t perceive it.
I encourage you to participate in our fifth and final Wednesday evening service on April 6th either in person or
via Zoom, which uses the framework of the Holden
Evening Prayer liturgy with a distinctly Lenten
message. Palm Sunday (Sunday of the Passion)
on April 10th will feature a procession with palms
at the opening of worship and the reading of the
passion story by congregational voices from the
book of Luke.
I also invite you to participate in our Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday services in person or
via Zoom. These liturgies will immerse us in the
“Great Three Days” or Triduum, which we share
with Christians around the world.
During your Lenten contemplation, please lift up the needs of the congregation in your prayers. As I mentioned last month, we have a significant need for four new leaders to serve on the Church Council
(June) and as the Treasurer (end of May).
Please consider sharing with me your reflections and discernment. I’m open to meeting with you wherever
and however you feel most comfortable. Simply call the church office (618-457-2065) or my cell phone (309648-2994) or email me (pastorbrian@elcarb.org) and we will arrange a time together. Getting to know you
one-on-one or by family is one of the joys of pastoral ministry.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Brian

2

For Your Calendars

•

Sunday -

•

Thursday - April 14, 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Worship (in person and Zoom)

•

Friday -

April 15, 7:00 pm - Good Friday Worship (in person and Zoom)

•

Sunday -

April 17, 9:30 am - Easter Sunday Worship with Full Choir (in person and Zoom)

April 10, 9:30 am - The Passion story from the book of Luke (in person and Zoom)

Easter Egg Hunt - April 17
Plans are being made now for an egg hunt for the children after
the Easter service on April 17. The Sunday school has plenty
of small plastic eggs but would appreciate help with candy to fill
them. Please remember that they need to be individually
wrapped and able to fit into the plastic eggs. Candy may be left
on the table beneath the congregational photos or given to Jan
Womack who will be Most Appreciative of your help!

Jan Womack -- Director of Christian Education

Easter Lilies — Order by this Sunday, April 3
We are looking forward to Easter lilies placed in the sanctuary on Easter morning.
Each plant costs $10 and you are invited to take it home with you after our Easter
service. You may pay with cash or check, notate “Easter Lily” on envelope or
check. If you pay online with Vanco, use the Décor/Liturgy icon. Please indicate
on the back of the worship bulletin insert or email Olise
at business@elcarb.org and let her know who you would like to have your flowers
dedicated "In memory of" or "In honor of."
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THE LATEST COUNCIL DECISION ON WEARING A MASK AT EPIPHANY

Epiphany's Church Council has decided that based on local health data,
wearing masks will no longer be required in the building or during worship
as of April 1st. You are encouraged to use your own discretion in deciding if
you wish to continue wearing one or not.

ARE YOU RECEIVING EPIPHANY’S EHAPPENINGS?
The Communications Committee has been using a new email system (Constant Contact) to send out information about the “Happenings” at Epiphany— like the “Good News” about our God and His love for us, about
our programs, our church services, and our people, their needs and the needs of others. A few folks have alerted us they are no longer receiving EHappenings or it has been going to their “spam” folder. We understand that
some of our members have online service providers that restrict messages that have attachments. There are
several explanations for what may be “happening.” So-o-o ...
If you are having problems receiving EHappenings, we would like to know. Please contact Olise Mandat using
the church phone number 618-457-2065 or leave a message for her on the Epiphany voice mail. Notice how
we are bypassing email for this communication?

VOICES NEEDED FOR THE PASSION READING ON SUNDAY, APRIL 10
There are 8 speaking parts of varying lengths to be read during the
worship service. This is the familiar Passion story as recorded in the
book of Luke. Please sign up and take your desired part from the
desk in the Business Manager’s office adjacent to the Narthex. Thank you (in advance).

Worship
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom), with sung
liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services. (It will also work for the Wednesday
evening Lenten services, as well as the confirmation classes which meet at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09
Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799
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Did You Know?

More Disturbing News About Microplastics

Microplastic pollution has been detected in human blood for the first time, with
scientists finding the tiny particles in almost 80% of the people tested.
The discovery shows that the particles can travel around the body and lodge in organs. The
impact on health is as yet unknown. But researchers are concerned as microplastics cause
damage to human cells in the laboratory, and air pollution particles are already known to enter
the body and cause millions of early deaths a year.
Huge amounts of plastic waste are dumped in the
environment and microplastics now contaminate the
entire planet, from the summit of Mount Everest to
the deepest oceans. People were already known to
consume the tiny particles via food and water as well
as breathing them in, and they have been found in the
feces of babies and adults….

It’s one thing to see these tiny plastic
particles on the tip of a human finger,
but quite disturbing to imagine them
floating along in your blood stream.

Roland Person
Representing the
Green Team

“Our study is the first indication that we have polymer particles in our blood
– it’s a breakthrough result,” said Prof Dick Vethaak, an ecotoxicologist at
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam in the Netherlands.
“It is certainly reasonable to be concerned,” Vethaak told the Guardian.
“We also know in general that babies and young children are more vulnerable to chemical and particle exposure,” he said. “That worries me a lot.”

The new research is published in the journal Environment International….“Plastic production is set to double by
2040,” said Jo Royle, founder of the charity Common Seas. “We have a right to know what all this plastic is doing
to our bodies.”
Edited article from March 24, 2022, Guardian and passed along by Roland Person for the “Green Team” at
Epiphany.

Request For Prayers and Assistance
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Epiphany’s beloved former Pastor, Jerry Kissell, has been hospitalized at Carbondale Memorial Hospital since
Tuesday, March 29. Ruth and Jerry’s daughter, Ann Mays, cares for them in their home. When Pastor Jerry
returns home, Ann anticipates needing assistance to sit with him or Ruth during times when Ann is taking one or
the other to appointments. Please consider offering this assistance as you are able andBETHLEHEM
hold their family in prayer
including their son, Paul.
Trish Welch will be coordinating the assistance with Ann, so please contact Trish if you are able to help: call
618-534-9740 or email to: welch1@siu.edu
Let us pray together O God, the strength and comfort of those who suffer: mercifully hear our prayers and grant to your servant Pastor Jerry the help of your power, that he may be restored to health and all anxieties turned into joy; through the
healing power of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Peace be with you all.
Pastor Brian
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Olise Mandat says, “Thank You”
I would like to thank our Church Council for supporting the addition of a staff position in
the office. Mary Kelly will continue her work on the worship bulletins and keeping office supplies in stock. Together, office hours have been expanded to:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9 am to 4 pm
Wednesday
9 am to 12:30 pm
Friday
9 am to 3 pm
To email Mary, use office@elcarb.org and for Olise use business@elcarb.org.
When Leo Gher retired from the Treasurer’s position in 2014, Wayne Griffith and I
split the duties. I took on the bookkeeping side and Wayne was the overseer and decision person. Now my duties have expanded to assisting the Council, the Finance
Committee, and Pastor Coffey in whatever tasks and projects are needed.

Olise Mandat
Office Manager

I hope that you receive the weekly eHappenings that are sent through a software program called Constant
Contact. If you do not receive these, please let me know (business@elcarb.org) or call me at the church
office, and I will send your copy separately. Some of the email providers have ways of sending some
emails into the junk or trash folders. Take a look for eHappenings@elcarb.org and business@elcarb.org
to see if that is where your copies are going.
Thank you all for the opportunity to serve.
Olise Mandat
Business Manager
Epiphany Lutheran Church Carbondale
business@elcarb.org

Volunteer Signup Notebook: Where Is It?
Sunday morning worship services rely on more than our pastor
and musicians. We need ushers, assisting ministers, tellers,
and more. Please take a look at the opportunities Epiphany has
and find a way that you feel your talents can be utilized.
Signup sheets are located in a notebook in the business
office along with names and emails of the organizers in case
you have any questions. Many thanks for sharing your gifts and
your time!
It’s in Olise’s office and looks just like this!

Olise Mandat
Business Manager
Epiphany Lutheran Church Carbondale
business@elcarb.org

6

Stewardship Committee Presents: Easter Book-in-a-Basket Project

Easter Book-in-a-Basket
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois

Hey there, Epiphany folks, Easter is coming soon (April 17), which means it's also time for our annual
Easter Book-In-a-Basket project for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois!
As many of you will recall from times past, just a few weeks before Easter Sunday we would gather
together books, baskets, Easter grass, treats, and Easter-themed items, then assemble and wrap
baskets. We'd assemble the baskets on the Sunday before Palm Sunday so that they could be delivered
to LSSI staff in Marion, who would then pass them on to needy children they serve in time for Easter.
This year we would like to see the project continue and, hopefully, run close to the usual schedule.
If you would like to donate materials for the Book-In-a-Basket project, please bring them to the church as
your schedule permits, over the next few weeks. Thanks to the generosity of donors last year, right now
we're pretty well supplied with books and small stuffed toys. However, we need pretty much everything else, including:
baskets,
Easter grass,
basket wrapping bags, and
goodies to fill the baskets.
When you can find them, we especially like to use Easter-themed items,
such as pencils,
bookmarks,
stickers, etc.
Other items you might look for are small containers or packages of
silly putty,
play dough,
sidewalk chalk, or
anything else that is small enough to go in a basket and looks like it might be fun for a child. We also like
to include at least some candy treats, which should be individually wrapped.
April 3rd is the Sunday before Palm Sunday, so please try to have your donations turned in at
church by that date. More details about this year's Easter Book-In-a-Basket project will be coming out
in the days ahead.
If you would like to use your Amazon account to purchase materials for donation, you can order through
the website and have your order delivered directly to church (and .5% of the purchase goes to our youth
group). If you have an Amazon account, just log in, go to the Account & Lists drop-down in the upper right
corner, choose AmazonSmile Charity Lists, and search for Epiphany Lutheran Church.
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Put it on your
calendar
Sunday, April 10
at 5:00 o’clock
at Epiphany
Lutheran
Kids, pets and wellbehaved husbands
are all welcome.

March Madness Swoosh for Seminaries: We Exceeded Our Goal!
We have had a great month-long Seminary Support fundraising activity with our March Madness Brackets and chili and snack
sales!!! Our goal was $2000, and with the generous support of the Epiphany Congregation and Friends, we exceeded that goal!!!
The funds raised for our seminaries as of the publication of this newsletter are $2,307.
Special thanks to our chili cookers Kristin Sarvela, Mari Schneider, Jane Terry, Anne Terry, Marcia Anderson, and Deb
Sarvela. And also thanks to those who provided snacks to augment our support fundraiser.
April 3: As a Grand Finale, The Worship Committee Seminary Support Subcommittee will provide FELLOWSHIP!!! Bring your
bracket sheets and show off how you’re doing so far!!! Prizes to be awarded after the April 4 NCAA Championship.

Epiphany’s Chili Cooks: (L to R) Kristin Sarvela, Mari Schneider, Jane Terry, Anne Terry,
Marcia Anderson, and Deb Sarvela. Thank you. ladies! The chili was terrific — a testimony
to that old adage: You can’t have too many cooks when you have the perfect recipe for chili!
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Once Again: A Thank You and a Challenge
Many thanks go out to all who donated to help support Good Samaritan Ministries and their food
pantry during February! Final figures indicate that in total Epiphany raised over $4,100!
Around this time last year Epiphany began participating in the Sparrow Coalition's Shelter to
Home Program. Our commitment is to provide items from the Bathroom part I list, to help supply
the basic household needs of persons who are transitioning from emergency shelter to more permanent housing. The Bathroom part I list items include (2) bath towels, (2) hand towels, (2)
washcloths, toilet paper, and a hand soap dispenser. In addition to those items, for each "kit" that
we deliver, we've chosen to add a bath mat and box of facial tissue and to keep all of the items together in a small laundry basket.

Mike Langan
Social Ministry

Although our supply of these items was being called upon at a slower rate in the beginning, more recently we've
been delivering items for the program at a rate of two baskets once every two to three weeks. These items are
being utilized by residents transitioning from emergency accommodation being provided by several area agencies,
including the Carbondale Warming Center and the Carbondale Women's Center, among others.
Since starting in the project, Epiphany has delivered 17 baskets, thus far. We recently applied to the Central/
Southern Illinois Synod for a $500 Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy grant to be used in purchasing supplies
to help meet Epiphany's Shelter to Home commitment. If you have some time to volunteer, coordinators of this
project are often looking for people to help organize materials at the storage room located on the third floor of the
warming center. If you would consider helping in this way, please contact sparrowcarbondale@gmail.com.
Local efforts to aid in the resettlement of Afghan refugees fleeing the Taliban are continuing. You may recall an
eHappenings email from early March which outlined these efforts in considerable detail. The City of Carbondale
has expressed to the federal authorities a goal of welcoming up to 100 Afghan refugees to this community. If you
are interested in learning more about or joining in these efforts, contact Mike or Carolyn Langan
at cmlangan56@gmail.com. Moreover, probably best would be to attend meetings of the Carbondale Area
Interfaith Refugee Support Group [CAIRS]. That group currently meets on zoom from 4:45 to 5:45 p.m., on the
third Wednesday of each month (April 20). Contact Carolyn Langan to get the zoom link for the meeting.
THANK YOU FROM THE SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE!

Fellowship Information — April 2022
Fellowship will be working on an Easter “brunch” this year, possibly outside, possibly “heavy finger foods.” It
is in process, but it will be wonderful because we hope to be together to celebrate the rising of Jesus
Christ!!! Anyone who has something they’d like to contribute to this feast, please let me know!
Thanks to our Fellowship hosts for March, including Peter Gimse and Jim Sylwester, Marcia Anderson,
the Dwyer family, and Jane Terry (celebrating our New Members).

Those who have signed up to host for April are as follows:
Deb Sarvela
Fellowship
Chair

April 3 March Madness Seminary Support-finale!!!
April 10 [Open]
April 17 Fellowship Easter “brunch”
April 24 [Open]

Do you have a special event coming up that you would like to celebrate with your church family? Consider signing up for
Fellowship on the nearest Sunday! You’ll be glad you did (and so will we!!!)!!!

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com
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“Yard Sale Coming Soon”

“Yard” Sale
Yes, Epiphany is going to have another
“clean out your closets and your garage”
SALE!
In the past, this sale has been a fundraiser for
the Seminary but we have already covered
that in grand style. This year we would like to
use proceeds from this sale to split between
LSSI and our Epiphany Youth.
A Sunday school room is already designated
for your donations, so you can bring your items
whenever that cleaning bug bites you!

Some Thoughts From Our Epiphany President
Spring has arrived in southern Illinois and with it comes new life and a renewing of our spirit. This
month will bring a lot of activity in our congregation. I invite you to join us for Adult Education each
Sunday morning at 8:30 (with the exception of Easter). We will do a special Holy Week devotion on
Palm Sunday and right after Easter we will begin to explore different worship styles and discuss what
worship might feel like for ourselves and our neighbors. I am looking forward to learning more about
all of you and more about myself!
Today I am thinking and praying on Jesus’ commandment to
“love your neighbor.” What does that look like to you? Are there
neighbors in our midst that are longing for our love? How might
we reach out to those who may be longing for love or help and
unable to ask? I encourage you to look for opportunities to reach
out to members of our church family, the Carbondale community,
and even your own family to look for ways to show your love and
support. Jesus gives us the ultimate example of love on Good
Friday, and God shows us the utmost grace and love daily, most
beautifully exemplified in the resurrection of Jesus on Easter
morning. How is your heart responding?
Have a blessed Easter season,
Anne Terry
Council President
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Four Candidates for “Affirmation of Baptism” May 15, 2022
Your Confirmation Training Team: Pastor Paul Waterman - 2021, Pastor Brian Coffey - 2022,
Lynn Smith and Jan Womack would like to introduce you to your Epiphany candidates for
Affirmation of Baptism on May 15, 2022. We are proud to present these four truly great youth
to you. Please keep them in your prayers and support them in their journey of faith.

Connor is the son of Lauren and Rob Gulbrandsen as well as the
brother and protector of sister, Ella Joy. Connor is an eighth-grade
student at Carbondale Middle School and is in both Choir and Show
Choir and he especially likes Social Studies.

Connor began confirmation with Pastor Paul Waterman. When he
didn’t know the answer to one of Pastor’s questions, he would say,
“Jesus is the answer.” That always worked for children’s sermons and
worked frequently in confirmation as well! My prayer for Connor is that
he will always remember that whatever trials he may face in his future,
Jesus really is the answer.
Among Connor’s interests are riding bikes, crocheting, cooking, and
playing video games, though he is hoping to find a job for the summer.
Connor Gulbrandsen

As far as his church is concerned, Connor would like to try youth
ministry committee and/or fellowship. Either committee would be lucky to have Connor!

Ella is the daughter of Jimmy & Hayley Karayiannis and is a Freshman at Carbondale Community High School. Her favorite subjects are
English and Ceramics.
Softball, volleyball, and ceramics/pottery take up Ella’s time when she
is not studying. She plays outfield and second base in softball and is a
defensive specialist and Libero, SMASH volleyball and CCHS.
Ella is setting a fine example for her brother and her cousins. Her
brother, Tyler, and her cousin, Meade, are both first years in confirmation. She also has two younger cousins in the Smith family.
She thinks perhaps she would like to own her own business someday
and she certainly has the personality to do that.

Ella Karayiannis
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Four Candidates for “Affirmation of Baptism” May 15, 2022
Maddie is the daughter of Janelle & Jason Pulcher and she has a
brother, Gavin, and a sister, Karsyn. Maddie is in the 8th grade at
Murphysboro Middle School where her favorite subjects are math and
social studies. She has musical talents - playing the drums and
saxophone, and singing. She also runs cross country for the Blue
Devils.
Going to Pennsylvania for the summer with a friend and her family is
her immediate plan for the summer. Her long-term plans aren’t set but
she believes she might like to do something in the field of psychology,
foods, and/or the military.
Madeline is actually from First Lutheran in Murphysboro, and we have
enjoyed having her with us these past two years as one of our own
confirmands. We hope that she will always consider the folks at
Epiphany as her second church family.

Madeline Pulcher

Kaelyn is the daughter of Sarah & Bryce Viernum,
and she has two sisters: Peyton and Sidney
Viernum. She is an 8th grader at Carbondale
Middle School and you will often find her name on
the honors list for good grades. Her favorite subject
is science. She plays piano, softball, volleyball, and
runs track. She decompresses by watching Netflix or
listening to music.
Summer plans include softball tournaments, volleyball workouts, and hanging out with her friends.
She wants to be a lawyer someday.
Kaelyn is a fine Christian example to her sisters and
her friends.

Kaelyn Viernum
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Did You Get Some Cake Before It Disappeared?

These are the eight new members (including Pastor Brian) who were “officially
welcomed” during the worship service on Sunday, March 27. Front row: (L to R)
Margaret Dwyer, Jessica Dwyer, Gwen Dwyer, Delores Brandt, and Lyn Bame.
Back row: Patrick Dwyer, Pastor Brian Coffey, and Kevin Bame.

President Anne Terry is
all smiles as Epiphany
surpassed its goal of
raising more than
$2,000 in support of our
Lutheran seminaries in
Dubuque, Iowa and
Chicago, Illinois. We
won’t know the exact
total as contributions
continue to come in
during the NCAA
tournament. Thank you,
members and friends of
Epiphany!
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Meet the Dwyers Who Moved Here From Colorado
If you haven't been to Sunday service lately or have been attending via Zoom, you
may have missed Margaret, a spunky, fun-loving, blond-haired, two-year-old, darting
through the pews and trying to evade capture by her sister, Gwendolyn (7), or her
parents, Patrick and Jessica Dwyer. (I now fully expect attendance to increase
considerably on Sundays.)
The Dwyer family moved to Carbondale, in stages, beginning last July when the U.S.
Air Force matched Jessica to take command of Air Force ROTC Detachment 205 at
SIU. Jessica is a physicist, earning her Master's degree from Dartmouth College and
Ph.D. from Kansas State University. Research areas include space plasma physics
and undergraduate physics education. Having served in the Air Force for 17 years
means the Dwyer family has lived in 8 states since 2005: MA, NH, CO (twice), KS,
TX, NJ, AL, and now IL. All of their family remains back east in NJ and NY.

Cory Newman (our
reporter for this article)
and her daughter Elena
are good friends with the
Dwyers who live just
across the street.

Patrick is from Central New York, just outside Syracuse. Jessica grew up about 15
minutes north of Princeton, NJ. They both played Division III soccer in college …
Patrick at SUNY Plattsburgh, NY, and Jess at the University of Mary Washington in
VA. They met playing on a co-ed soccer team in Boston, MA. Patrick's professional background is in environmental
compliance and environmental health & safety. Of note, Patrick developed
Cabela's national hazardous waste program in 2012.
The Dwyers have two children as mentioned earler.
Gwen is a first-grader at Giant City School who enjoys
dancing, singing, soccer, reading, astronomy, and riding
the school bus. Most of all she loves being a BIG SISTER
and playing around with her family. Jess and Gwen love
attending performing arts productions together.

Gwen is 7 and likes
riding the school bus.

Margaret, who turned 3 on March 25th, loves imitating
her big sister, climbing and jumping, and having as much
fun as possible! Gwen's favorite book is Harry Potter
while Margaret loves the Berenstain Bears. Margaret
hopes to be a hero and a baby shark when she grows up,
and Gwen aspires to be a teacher and a mom.

The Dwyers have lived in one location for as little as 6
months and as long as 3 years so their time here will be short; another move
is expected in the summer of 2024. No matter the duration they immerse themselves in the community as much as possible. Since their arrival, they have
enjoyed exploring new parks and playgrounds; checking out the area's wineries,
farms, and orchards; uncovering local cuisine, and no matter where this life
takes them they will always have family dance parties and karaoke.
Jessica and Patrick both enjoy traveling, playing sports (mainly soccer), running, and
riding their motorcycles when the weather and time allow. Patrick is actively seeking
a men's soccer league to play in, so if anyone plays or knows someone who does,
please contact him!

The Dwyer family would like to thank Epiphany for
being so kind and welcoming to their family!

Margaret turned 3 just
last week (March 25th).
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Meet Kevin and Lyn Bame
Kevin, where did you and Lyn grow up? We both spent our earliest years in
Ava and went to grade school and high school together. So, we knew each other
very well--for years before our first formal date.
Lyn, tell us a bit about your first date. I was a senior and Kevin was a junior at
Southern Illinois University - Carbondale. We went to see “Star Wars,” a big
deal in the1970s.
Susan Rehwalt

Let’s fast-forward to your wedding,
children, and grandchildren,
Lyn: We were married at Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Murphysboro in 1979, and have two
children, Alex of Murphysboro and Alyssa of Cedar Falls,
Iowa. We have four darling grandchildren, two grandsons
in Murphysboro, and a granddaughter and grandson in
Cedar Falls. We have lived in Murphysboro for over forty
years.
Our Kansas City
Reporter

Kevin, you spent many years on the SIU campus.
Please summarize your career at SIUC, as well as your
retirement years. My undergraduate major was accounting, and I
Kevin and Lyn Bame
have an MBA. In addition, I am a licensed CPA, and I started my
professional career in public accounting with a focus on tax.
In 1986, I accepted a position with SIU in the Internal Audit office and held several administrative
positions with the University during my 31-year tenure. In 2003, I received the Outstanding University
Administrative Professional award. I retired from SIU in 2017 as the Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance. In retirement, I am associated with a local CPA firm on a part-time basis.
Okay, Lyn, your turn. In 1978, I earned a bachelor’s degree in history education, and in 1980, I
completed work on a master’s degree in educational psychology (now school counseling)--both from
Southern Illinois University in Carbondale.
I funded my education by working at JC Penney. Upon graduation, I took a short-term job as the
business manager for G.M. Brown, D.D.S. The short-term turned out to be 17 years!
In 1997 I began my counseling/teaching career at Anna-Jonesboro (A-J) Community High School.
From 1998-to 2000, I was a school counselor at Nashville Community High School in Nashville,
Illinois. I returned to A-J to teach U.S. History for five years and finally served as A-J’s school
counselor until my retirement. I also mentored new teachers, was the sponsor of both the Beta Club
and the National Honor Society. I also coordinated the testing program and administered ACT
testing.
What keeps you busy, Lyn, in your retirement? I enjoy reading biographies and historical novels.
I am active in a book club for retirees. I also participate in “body flow” workouts three times a week.
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I am a member of the SIU Women’s Club and served on their board of directors for three years. I
am also a P.E.O. sister. Kevin and I together support Murphysboro Main Street activities.
What about you, Kevin? What are you doing in your retirement? I serve as a board member
for several not-for-profit organizations in the community and on the Board of Education for Murphysboro School District 186. Like Lyn, I also work out at the gym three or four times a week.
I enjoy a good bike ride. My normal bike route is approximately 20 miles, usually along the
county roads in Jackson County. I have also ridden the trails at Tunnel Hill, Rend Lake, and bike
paths in the Edwardsville (IL) area.
Do you two enjoy traveling? Where is your favorite place to visit? We try to take at least one
beach vacation each year. When our kids still lived at home, our family vacation was usually to
Fort Walton Beach in Florida. Once we became empty-nesters, we broadened our horizons, and
traveled to resorts in Mexico and the Caribbean, with our favorite resort located near Negril,
Jamaica.
And Lyn added. In addition to traveling with Kevin, I enjoy traveling with a group of retired
teachers. We have visited Italy, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and England. Unfortunately, Covid
canceled our planned trip to Greece.
You have both been long-time Lutherans. What drew you to Epiphany at this time? As
many of you know, our prior church membership was at Our Savior Lutheran Church. However,
we were drawn to Epiphany because the ELCA’s positions and goals more closely align with our
values. We found the Epiphany congregation to be very welcoming with a strong outreach and
commitment to the larger community--which is important to us.

Welcome to Epiphany, Lyn and Kevin Bame!
Meet New Epiphany Member: Delores Brandt
After living in Florida for several years,
Delores has recently moved to Carbondale to
be close to her son, David and his wife,
LeeAnn Brandt. She resides in Liberty
Village. She was born in Waukegan, Illinois,
but grew up in Grand Forks, North Dakota,
where she met her now-deceased husband,
Arlan Brandt, who became an ELCA pastor
after their marriage and served congregations
for over 50 years, most recently in Aurora,
Delores with her son, David and his wife,
Illinois. They raised six children—David, Dan,
Mark, Tom, Sara, and Joel who is an ELCA pastor in Ann Arbor,
LeeAnn Brandt, who live in Carterville.
Michigan.
While serving a congregation in New York, Delores was doing volunteer work in hospitals and
found the work fulfilling. So, she went back to school and became an LPN while serving as a pastor’s
spouse and raising six children. Over the years, they also took in 13 foster babies. When asked how many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren she had, her reply was “Oh, my, I have to go home and count!”
And, she has 16 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren.
She has enjoyed getting to know Epiphany members and commented on how friendly and
helpful everyone is and on how welcome she feels.
Written by Marcia Anderson.
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Does This New Member Look Familiar!

Maybe this photo
is a better clue.
Same blond hair.
Definitely looks
like a birthday
celebration.

If we only provided
this one photo would
you have correctly
guessed the identity of
this new member — the
one with blond hair?

The editor asked our new member for some photos from his younger years and Pastor Brian Coffey sent in a few.
Having recently presented a thorough life history in the call process, he doesn’t need much more introduction. However,
here are a few recent developments as he wraps up his first quarter living in Carbondale.
Pastor Brian has been discovering live music along the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail and here in Carbondale. He’s sung
karaoke at a couple of different venues and is stretching himself by participating in the SIU Choral Union as one of “the
three tenors” from Epiphany Lutheran Church. He met a local artisan, Dennis Winter, through Bald Knob Cross who
created Pastor Brian’s first pectoral cross out of horseshoe nails.
He’s getting around the area to a few hiking venues, Cape Girardeau and Paducah. The latter was a trip for the performance of the Paducah Singers. He is looking forward to getting on his bicycles – but is not quite ready to face the rolling
terrain of Southern Illinois. He has his sites set on Tunnel Hill for starters. He meets people wherever he goes and
identifies himself as the Pastor of Epiphany Lutheran Church. In short order, he has
connected with many people who know members of Epiphany. He has also given our
worship information and Zoom link to folks who ask about services. Pastor Brian has
embraced his colleagues in the Southern Conference by participating in text studies
and attending the Southern Conference Assembly at which he was elected “Clergy
Vice President” for the coming year.
Brian’s oldest daughter, Sarah (SIUC ’19), is a zookeeper in Des Moines and gives
updates on interesting creatures that she’s feeding and tending. His middle child,
Emily, will be completing her Masters Degree in Social Work from Aurora University in
northern Illinois on April 30th with a specialization in School Social Work. Meanwhile,
his son, Matthew, turned 21 in March and visited for a second time via the train from
Peoria. They enjoyed Matthew’s first wine tasting experience through wine country –
one sunny day and one snowy day.
The fact that we are using Zoom to share our worship has allowed his mom (Mary)
and brother (Eric) to participate in Lenten services, which their congregation isn’t doing this year. His paternal aunts and a cousin have also participated. He’s looking
forward to having family visit in person in the coming months to meet the congregation.
We welcome Pastor Coffey and all our new members to Epiphany. We feel blessed to
have you here as brothers and sisters in Christ, and hope and pray that together we
can be a blessing to others.

Here’s a more recent
photo of Pastor Brian.
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