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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
August 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
Welcome to August! As you have heard me say from the pulpit, this Season After Pentecost is taking us on
a “Journey with Jesus” through Luke’s Gospel each week. I have enjoyed the sequential readings, revisiting
familiar stories with an eye toward finding fresh perspectives for us to consider. On August 14th, Kate
Renshaw and Jan Womack will begin Sunday School for children following along with our weekly journey.
Last month I shared a suggestion from an Anglican priest that we find ways to “practice resurrection” in our
everyday lives by seeking things that bring us renewal and repair. I have heard stories from a number of
members about summer trips and activities who have done just that. In July, we were blessed as a congregation to be able to financially support five youth in going to Camp Wartburg to experience Christian community
and learn about Jesus in an outdoor setting. It’s my prayer that their time at Camp will renew their faith and
inspire them to be active in the life of the church.
Here are our Epiphany campers
as they arrived at Camp Wartburg
in July. (L to R) Addie Terry,
Olivia Terry, Elena Newman,
Ruby Benz, and Blake Kocher.
(Photo by Pastor Brian)

Other highlights from July include the baptism of Phineas Dewey on the 10th
(my first baptism), completion of the LSSI Back to School drive resulting in a
table full of school supplies and donations of $1,480, and a grant from the
Central/Southern Illinois Synod for $850 to fund our in-kind contributions to the
Shelter to Home program in Carbondale.
We have convened our new Church Council and look forward to not just covering the basics, but stepping into expanded opportunities for ministry as we
continue to evolve from the past two years of pandemic-restricted programming. Doing so will require support and participation from the congregation as
a whole, so please consider how you may get involved as opportunities are
announced and requests are made.
I have enjoyed getting to know members better through their generous hospitality in inviting me to meals, outings, and visits. This has been particularly
renewing to me. Please reach out anytime or stop by the office. I look forward
to building our relationships and growing together as a community centered on
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Peace be with you!
Pastor Brian

Pastor Brian is definitely all
smiles as he is pictured with
(L to R) Phineas Dewey,
Phillip Dewey, Karla Fehr,
and Smith Dewey. This
was Pastor’s first opportunity
to perform a baptism.
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A Devotion by Anne Terry
This summer my family and I traveled to Teton National Park and Yellowstone. We had
been busy planning our trip for over a year, and everyone was looking forward to a great
time. As the June 21 departure date drew near, we were shocked and saddened to witness
the flooding and destruction in Yellowstone National Park. Suddenly, it seemed like the
vacation we had been dreaming of might not happen after all. Yellowstone was closed, and
our first hotel stop, located in the heart of Yellowstone, had offered a refund for our stay.
With a few minor adjustments to our travel itinerary, we were able to secure lodging in
Teton Village, near Jackson, Wyoming, and spent many days exploring the Tetons. To
our delight, the south loop at Yellowstone opened on the day of our arrival in Wyoming.
We were able to plan for a day in the park and were satisfied that our main interests, Old
Faithful, Prismatic Geysers, and Grand Canyon of Yellowstone would be open and available
to see.

Anne Terry
Council President

I had brought along a stack of postcards that my great-grandparents had
purchased in 1911 when they visited the park. I had it in my head that I
wanted to see what they saw, and was a little disappointed that I hadn’t seen
anything yet. Then, at our last stop, we saw the waterfall. It was stunningly
beautiful — you could hear the thundering water, and feel the coolness of
the spray. The canyon was beautiful as well. I heard myself say, “Thank
you, God.” I thanked him not only for the creation of the river, the waterfall,
and the canyon but also for the opportunity to stand in that space and
witness the power of His creation.
You see, this was the same river that caused all the destruction in the
northern areas of the park. It was the same river that had canceled many
family vacations, destroyed homes
and roads, and caused fear, uncertainty, and chaos. But just downstream, that same river created a
beautiful waterfall and canyon.
I can’t help but think that our Journey
with Jesus is kind of similar. As we
begin to exit the era of the pandemic,
we can look around us and see the
results of our recent “flood.” Many
have experienced loss due to COVID
— loss of health, loss of life, and for many the loss of financial security.
It would be easy for us to stand on the shore and give in to our feelings
of insecurity, fear, and uncertainty about what is to come. But what if,
downstream, God has a magnificent waterfall waiting for us? Perhaps
it is time for us to step out on the raft, with Jesus as our guide, and
travel downstream to see what God has in store.
This postcard of the waterfall in
Yellowstone National Park was
purchased in 1911 by Anne’s great
-grandparents when they visited
the park.

Are you ready?
The same waterfall as photographed
during the Terry Family vacation this
summer — 111 years later!
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Tellers Needed for August!
As in most congregations, Epiphany’s Sunday offering needs to be “counted” or totaled as soon as possible
after the worship service during which the offerings were collected. At Epiphany, those counters or “Tellers”
usually meet during or after the Fellowship time on Sundays, and they meet in the Archive Room, at the north
end of the Education wing. They need to retrieve the key for that room from the secretary’s office, learn how to
open the safe in that room, and then proceed with the work at hand. Those new to the tellering process may
request mentoring or instruction from either the Financial Secretary, Lynn Smith, or from Peter Gimse, Trish
Welch, or Roland Person, who have tellered frequently since we resumed utilizing Tellers this past spring.
To keep the procedure legitimate and orderly, two such
Tellers are needed each week, and it is preferred that
they should not be a married couple. The Tellers should be
Teller
able to be organized, attentive to the task at hand, and able
to keep confidential the amount of the individual offerings
and those who gave them. Tellers work independently,
keeping track of each person’s contribution, totaling the
Teller
amounts given in each fund on a particular Sunday, and
then, finally, collaborating with each other to be sure that
the totals for a given Sunday agree. Sometimes, there is a
need to return to the individual reporting sheets to figure out where a difference between the two is and then
repairing those sheets for the final tally. Finally, one of the two needs to take the offering (cash and checks),
as well as the deposit slip, to the night depository at First Mid Bank and Trust as soon as possible after completing the tellering task.
Peter Gimse and Jim Sylwester took on the whole month of July as Tellers, with Jan Womack filling in for Jim
while he was out of town on the last Sunday of the month. Trish Welch and Steve Price had worked together
on several consecutive Sundays earlier this spring. It helps if a pair can work together for several weeks at a
time; that allows each to become comfortable with the other’s working style and with the several funds, in addition to the General Fund, that may be highlighted in a given month (such as July’s LSSI School Supplies, September’s Good Samaritan Ministries and Food Pantry, or December’s Spirit of Christmas).
For further information or scheduling for August (and later), please contact either Lynn Smith or sign the Task
Sheets on the desk in the Business Manager’s office. Many thanks for your willingness to attend to this very
important task on behalf of all at Epiphany.

If you
If you have already read Pastor
Brian’s “notes” on page one and
Anne Terry’s “devotion” on page
two, you know there is a theme in
this newsletter developing around
the beauty of God’s magnificent
creation. The Melbys shared a
photo of their recent trip to Canada
that removes all doubt about the
splendor of His world.
And speaking of splendor...
Elaine is front and center, and
David is in the back row, far left.
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Help Needed: Supply Closet For SIU International Students
Every year, new SIU students and scholars/researchers arrive from far-off countries with
only the suitcases they carry. A Supply Closet of donations is provided at the SIU Center for
International Education so that as soon as international students/staff arrive on campus they can
be provided with a few necessities. The Supply Closet is nearly depleted at this time, and there is
need for replenishment. August is definitely the month of greatest need, although the collection
will be ongoing throughout the year.
Pam Umlauf Brown, Epiphany’s Evangelism Committee member, has organized a process
for Epiphany members to contribute to the International Education Supply Closet. She asks us to
place our items in the RED TUB in the Fellowship Hall or call her at 618-303-5123 for pick up.
Here are current needs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NEW (never used)
Towels, hand towels, washcloths
Shampoo
Soap
Toothpaste
Mouthwash
Toothbrushes
Razors
Shaving cream
Deodorant

GENTLY USED (in good condition)
• Blankets (must be able to be washed in a washing machine and not too bulky)
• Pillows
• Winter gloves
• Mittens
• Scarves
• Hats
Thank you for your help!

Submitted by Marcia Anderson for the Evangelism Committee
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THIS IS A HUGE THANK

YOU!

Yes, I want you all to know that this is indeed a

HUGE THANK YOU

to everyone that donated to our LSSI* school
supply drive. It was an outstanding response
with $1,480 in monetary donations and around
$200 in school supplies.
Cathy Lay



Lutheran Social Services of Illinois

Suggestions From Our Methodist Friends
From: United Methodist Creation Justice Tips

Designate: Put responsibility where it belongs. Some environmental actions are
the obligation of us as individuals. Others are the onus of corporations, businesses,
and governments. All of us are accountable for our actions and non-actions in the
areas for which we have responsibility. Know the Top Twelve Actions for everyone.
Roland Person
Legislate: Tackle the big problems with big action. If you can’t handle the issue
by yourself, we collectively can do it! Organize, donate, speak up, and vote. Sign
Action Alerts from the Creation Justice Movement or United Women of Faith. Make change happen.

Invest: What you choose to use your money for makes a difference. Even small “investments,” such
as purchases of organic food and items that are not plastic count, as well as any other outlay of your
money, time, or effort that contributes to a healthier planet and justice for all who live here.
Divest: Get rid of “stuff.” Shed the burden of the consumerism mentality. Pull out of investments in
fossil fuels. Choose simplicity and what’s good for the planet.
Teach: Children observe continuously.
Teaching younger generations through
words, expectations, and especially by
example to care for God’s creation and
to seek justice is a special legacy. “Train
children in the right way, and when old, they
will not stray.” (Proverbs 22:6).

Roland Person for Epiphany’s Green Team
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JAZZ VESPERS: 5:00 PM ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022

TIME TO CELEBRATE!

August 8

Beth Scally

August 17

Dorothy McDaniel

August 10

John Schneider

August 19

Kyle Logan

August 12

Peyton Viernum

August 22

Tony Geiselman

August 13

Brody Eigenrauch

August 23

Brian Benz

August 16

Elaine Melby

August 23

Leo Gher

August 16

Pam Umlauf-Brown

August 31

Ginny Solverson

August 9

Julie and Harlan Bohnsack

August 21 Betty and Roland Person
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Put It On Your Calendar!

Come join us at 8:30 on August 14, 2022, for
a New and Improved Sunday School time!

Kate Renshaw
Newly elected to
Church Council
and appointed
chairperson
of Christian
Education

Altar Guild Assistance
The Altar Guild volunteers have done a wonderful job these past few months,
but we will be needing more help after the month of September.

Laurel Fleming
Altar Guild

Altar Guild volunteers help to arrange elements on the retable for communion
each Sunday. There is a
list that we follow along
with pictures to make the
procedure quite easy to
follow. One can set up the
altar on Saturday and clean
up items after the service. I
can explain this process to
new volunteers.

Please let me know if you
can assist the Altar Guild volunteers.
Thank You,
Laurel Fleming
618-996-2046
The Epiphany altar at Easter.
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Look For This Ad in August
Very soon the students, faculty and staff will begin returning to Southern Illinois University, and we hope to welcome them by
way of a half-page ad in the Daily Egyptian and the Carbondale Times newspapers. If they use their smartphone camera, they
will be able to download the Epiphany webpage which now includes a map showing our church location in relation to the SIU
campus. COVID 19 has definitely complicated church attendance these past two years along with just about every social activity.
We are hoping and praying that the fall semester at SIU (and the greater Carbondale area) will be blessed with good health, and
everyone in our community will once again have opportunities to meet, socialize, and worship together.

Here is a just a small
section of the much
larger map on our
website that features
Epiphany Lutheran in
relation to part of the
SIU campus.
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Worship: The Link for the Zoom Service
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom),
with sung liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09

Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799

Fellowship Updates — August
Thanks to our Fellowship hosts for the month of July, including Clare and Lynn Smith, Fellowship
(cake for baptism — thanks to Marcia Anderson for serving), Bonnie Wright and Marilyn Starkey,
the Melbys, and the Ghers. There have been some pretty yummy treats served so far this summer!
Any volunteers for August 21? Hosts for the months of August and September are as follows:
August 7Deb Sarvela
August 14Lyn and Kevin Bame
August 21August 28Fellowship
September 4September 11-Anne Terry
September 18September 25
Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com

Global Mission Reminder: Change-For-Change Jars
November 27 is the first Sunday in Advent,
just four months away! It is also the day we
collect our change-for-change jars that have
been collecting coin for the past year. After
coins and other donations are collected, our
support is sent to our Global Missions partners, Willie and Anne Langdji, the ELCA’s
West and Central Africa Regional Representatives. Jars are available...
The Evangelism Committee
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Social Ministry Needs YOU !!
Wondering what you can do to support our greater community through local social
service agencies and Epiphany Lutheran Church? Listed below are opportunities
for you to SUPPORT, GIVE, and GROW!

Support:

Delivery Driver: We are looking for someone or a couple of people who could
check on donations and deliver them to the Good Samaritan Food Pantry on
Mondays. If you are able, please call, text, or email Cory at 608-235-7410
or corye508@gmail.com.
Financial Contributions: Always welcome in general or towards any of the social
ministry organizations we support.

Give:

Cory Newman
Social Ministry
Committee

The Good Samaritan Food Drive takes place in September. They are asking
for dry goods like 1lb. boxes of pasta, Macaroni and Cheese, Tuna Helper, Instant
Mashed Potatoes, and other dry side dish products. Canned goods are always
welcome. Please refrain from donating anything in glass or larger than 1 lb. boxes
of pasta. Items can be placed in the marked area in the Fellowship Hall.
The Good Samaritan House is in specific need of bath towels. Items can be
placed in the marked bin in the Fellowship Hall.

Grow:

Grow in your faith, grow in your service, grow your circle of friends, and grow closer as a family;
Join God's Work, Our Hands synod-wide mission trip to
Trinity Lutheran Church, Olney, IL on September 3 and
4th. Go for one day or spend the night. An incredible bicycle
rodeo child safety event, basketball & gaga ball court work,
painting and maintenance and so much more. Everyone will
receive a t-shirt and three meals (supper Saturday, breakfast,
and lunch Sunday). Epiphany members can choose to carpool or caravan to this event. Find out
more at:

https://forms.gle/UexCBKHimZzjhkaH8
or in the Narthex at Epiphany. Registration is required via online form or the printed form available
at Epiphany.

Devotion Guide for Educators
The Evangelical Lutheran Education Association has just released their
2022-23 academic year devotion guide for educators in any setting. These
devotions, written by ELCA Pastors, Deacons, Lutheran School Principals,
Bishops, Early Childhood Directors, and friends of the ELEA, serve as weekly reflections and affirmations of the vital role of teachers and educators in
our lives. Access a downloadable version online at
https://elcaschools.org/ or contact Cory Newman for a hard copy.
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C/SIS Grant Awarded to Epiphany Exceeds Request !
Earlier this year, Mike Langan, Social Ministry Chair, applied for the Social Ministry, Justice,
and Advocacy Committee Grant from the Central / Southern Illinois Synod which typically
allocates $500 to recipients. On July 25th the Epiphany Office received notice that we
were not only awarded the grant but due to the demand described in the application the
award was increased to $850. This money will be used to purchase Bathroom Part 1 supplies
that the Epiphany congregation has committed to the Sparrow Coalition to supply families with
one of the twelve identified basic needs of persons or families moving from emergency shelter
into permanent housing. The
Shelter to Home project is
a joint effort among several
faith communities. Watch for
more information in the coming
months. Thank you to Mike
and Carolyn Langan for
championing this effort!!

Cory Newman for the Social Ministry Committee

Last Day at Camp Wartburg

Looks like the
photographer might
be Jane Terry taking
a photo of her two
granddaughters and
their two friends on
the last day at Camp
Wartburg. But who is
taking the image of
Jane?

Check out the next
page to find out.
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Photos of the “Epiphany Five” at Camp Wartburg

Looks like Elena is supervising.

Ruby Benz, Olivia Terry and Addie Terry

It’s always fun to have the top bunk.

Addie Terry, Elena Newman and Blake Kocher

A special “Thank you” to Cory Newman for taking photos of “our kids” !
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Lutheran Disaster Response Needs Our Help
Dear friend,
You may have seen the distressing news about flash
flooding in eastern Kentucky. A line of severe storms
dumped record amounts of rain on the area, overflowing
rivers and creeks onto streets and neighborhoods. The
floodwaters rose in the middle of the night from July 27 to
28, leaving people little time to evacuate. I’m writing to
you today because, to respond, we need your help.
These severe floods are not limited to Kentucky. There
has also been flooding in Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, West
Virginia and other states in the region.

NBC News

At the time of writing this note, the death toll in Kentucky was at 16 people, and more deaths are expected as search
and rescue efforts continue. Though hundreds of people have been rescued, the number of people missing is still
unknown. Rising waters have damaged infrastructure, including roads, bridges, and power lines, which hinders
rescue efforts. The flooding has damaged hundreds of homes and other buildings and disrupted the lives of families.
The survivors of the flooding need your support. Your gifts to "U.S. Flooding" will be used in full (100%) to
assist those affected by the record-setting rainfall.
As the waters recede and the full scope of the damage is assessed, Lutheran Disaster Response will work with the
Indiana-Kentucky Synod and local community partners to focus on long-term needs. There are several ELCA churches in the impacted area, and we continue to be in communication with them. We anticipate our response to include
rebuilding homes, replacing lost household items and providing emotional and spiritual care to survivors. We will also
continue to accompany survivors of the December 2021 tornadoes in western Kentucky.
We pray that God’s presence will be felt amid suffering and bring comfort to those who are hurting. Together, we can
show our neighbors in Kentucky that they are not alone. Thank you for your partnership.

In Christ’s service,

The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster
Response Fund
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Additional Ways to Give
Checks or money orders can be sent to:

Lutheran Disaster Response
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Write "U.S. Flooding" on your check memo line.

NBC News

Give by phone at 800-638-3522 (Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-5:00 pm CT) or online.
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