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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
January 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

A note from the Pastor
Greetings to you as we begin not only a new calendar year, but a new life together as “pastor and people”
doing the work of our Lord, Jesus Christ here in the Carbondale area as Epiphany Lutheran Church. I’m
overjoyed to have been nominated by our Synod to serve you and to have you affirm the same by your vote
to call me as your next pastor!
These remain unusual times in our life. Few of us would have imagined after last Christmas (2020) that
we would be living through a variation of pandemic protocols this Christmas as well. I had hoped that the
pandemic was an experience unique to my class of seminarians on Internship, not something we would
continue to face in our first call congregations. You didn’t expect to be calling a new pastor so soon after
you had figured out how to do life together with new technology and getting into a new routine. However,
here we are. Together.
We are still wearing masks and offering worship via Zoom. We are still limiting our physical and social interactions. The joys of parish life as we once knew them haven’t fully returned. That hurts. It’s disappointing.
It’s frustrating. It can cause us to lose hope.

However, we serve a God of new beginnings. This isn’t the first pandemic in human history, nor will it be the
last. Our God sees us through times in which hope is hard to come by. And it’s our experience of God’s
promises being fulfilled in scripture, in the lives of friends and neighbors and in our own lives that keeps hope
alive in our darkest moments. When our strength fails us, when our faith feels distant or our emotions feel
numb, it’s the Church – the body of Christ, that is here to sustain us – to pray when we can’t bring ourselves
to pray, to sing hymns when we don’t feel like singing, to keep hope alive in our hearts, minds and spirits.
Advent found us preparing to receive Christ anew once again in the babe of Bethlehem. Christmas brought
us his birth accompanied by the very hosts of heaven appearing to the lowliest and most hopeless proclaiming tidings of great joy for all of humanity. Epiphany reminds us that while sin and evil still have a
hold on our world they aren’t the final answer. Those who seek Jesus find their hope in him. True hope based in reality – not just wishful thinking.

May we continue to seek Jesus anew each day, washed in the waters of our baptism. May we be the light of
Christ for others, and may we seek the light from our sisters and brothers in the faith when we need to be
reminded to have hope ourselves. Not only hope in the new creation to come but hope to carry us through
the tiny moments of each day that sometimes feel overwhelming. Thanks be to God for creating the stunning
magnificence of the universe and yet loving each of us so much to share his son, Jesus, in word and sacrament and to sustain us through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Welcome to 2022, Epiphany Lutheran Church! I’m so excited to join you in ministry and to discover the ways
in which our Triune God will call upon us to share our hope with one another, our surrounding communities,
and the world at large.
Your Fellow Servant in Christ,
Pastor Brian
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Happy New Year, Epiphany Friends!
Yes, Happy New Year, Epiphany friends! 2021 was a year full of changes and challenges
to our flexibility, to be sure. I am confident that I am not the only one that is kind of glad to
see it in the rearview mirror. As I reflect on the last year, I am so thankful to all of you who
offered kind words and support to me as I learned how to lead a congregation as your new
president. I am so thankful to be a part of this faith community, and as a new year unfolds,
I am so excited to see what God has in store for us.
We will begin 2022 with the installation of our new pastor, Brian Coffey, on January 2.
Bishop John Roth will preside for worship. I know you join me in thanking God for bringing
Pastor Brian into our congregation, and will support him as he settles into ministry.

Anne Terry
Council
President

I hope that all of you continue to be healthy and safe. The COVID pandemic has tested the
limits of our flexibility, and we continue to try to provide for the needs of each of you.. If there is anything at all
that you need or if there is help we can give, please don’t hesitate to let us know! I pray that God will continue
to walk beside us and before us as we enter into this exciting new year.
In Christ,
Anne Terry

Thank You from Pastor Brian
Thank you to all of the folks from the congregation who have welcomed me so lovingly and personally to
Carbondale and Epiphany Lutheran Church! I have received everything from furniture to food, transportation
around town, meals out, gift cards for groceries, baked goods, cards, help with locating housing, help with
loading and unloading furniture (up stairs even), enthusiastic greetings, demonstrations of creative talents,
invitations to community and family events, and the list goes on! That's so much love in such a short time of
knowing you that my cup is truly overflowing with happiness and joy! You've made moving and adjusting to a
new community much easier for me.
Pastor Brian

Pastor Brian Could Use Moving Help on Saturday, January 15
Some of you know that in order to begin serving here on January 1st, the rental situation in Carbondale required a
two phase operation. "Phase One" was completed on December 21st when I moved from Peoria into a temporary
apartment at 700 W. Main. "Phase Two" will occur on Saturday, January 15th. As with "Phase One", I will be renting a UHaul. The plan is to pick up some large furniture items (full size bed, leather couch, end tables, etc.) from
Marcia Anderson's house, next load my existing furniture and belongings from my temporary apartment then
finally unload everything into my permanent apartment at Wedgewood Hills (Unit #14) at 1001 East Park St.
There are stairs at each location.
There is a sign-up sheet on a table in the narthex for anyone who can assist in some way that day. Simply indicate
the role you would like to have i.e. load, unload and location i.e. Marcia's, 700 Main and/or Wedgewood Hills.
I don't have a huge amount of belongings but there is enough that willing hands, feet and strong backs will be
needed and much appreciated. Thank you!
Pastor Brian 309-648-2994
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The Worship Committee: Are You Ready For January?
The Worship Committee has arranged a special worship service on January 2 featuring the
installation of Pastor Brian Coffey with Bishop John Roth presiding. Following the service
there will be a brunch in honor of the installation of Pastor Brian. Come join us for worship and
stay for brunch!
January 2

Special Sunday service— Installation of Pastor Brian Coffey — Worship
service at 9:30 a.m. with Bishop John Roth presiding— Fellowship after
service

January 6

Evening Worship service at 7:00 p.m. — Epiphany of Our Lord — Pastor
Brian Coffey officiating

January 9

Worship service at 9:30 a.m. — Pastor Brian Coffey

January 9

Jazz Vespers service — Pastor Brian Coffey at 5:00 p.m.

January 16

Worship service at 9:30 a.m. — Pastor Brian Coffey

January 23

Worship service at 9:30 a.m. — Pastor Brian Coffey

January 30

Worship service at 9:30 a.m. — Pastor Brian Coffey

Mari Schneider
Worship
Committee

Worship
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom), with sung liturgy
and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services (It will also work for the Thursday evening Epiphany
service which begins at 7:00 p.m.)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09

Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799

Mask Update

As we all know, the COVID pandemic is still rampant in Southern Illinois and recently complicated by a new
COVID virus - “Omicron.” To protect all of our church family and visitors, we strongly encourage masking by
everyone, regardless of vaccination status. If you need a mask, no problem! There are masks available near
the name tags as well as the guest book. There are both cloth and disposable masks available. They are yours
to take and use throughout your week. You will find hand sanitizer readily available at the nametag table, near
the guest book, in the Fellowship Hall and in all of the pews in the sanctuary.
At this time, we are not suspending fellowship but are adjusting how we serve the snacks, and are encouraging
everyone to spread out. Thank you so much for helping to keep us healthy and safe. A reminder: the Zoom
option listed above is available for those of you who may not be able to join us in person.
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Epiphany Christmas Eve Program

Mary Did You Know?
This year’s Christmas program was inspired by our own Elena Newman who told me her
favorite Christmas song is Mary Did You Know. Thank you, Elena!

Olivia Terry singing “Breath of Heaven”

Jane Terry, coach and accompanist
for our soloists

Elena Newman singing
“Mary Did You Know”

BETHLEHEM

Addie Terry as the
Angel Gabriel

Isla Griffith
Our Smallest Angel

The Viernum Angels
Sidney, Kaelyn, and Peyton
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Epiphany Christmas Eve Program

(Continued)

Olivia Terry
as Mary

Blake Kocher
as Joseph

Reader: Ruby Benz

Readers: Sara Schurz and Anna Schurz
Shepherd: Simon Schurz
Lamb: Rudolf Schurz (Not pictured)

Readers: Kate and Jim Renshaw

BETHLEHEM
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Lutheran Disaster Relief Seeks Our Help

“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our
feet into the way of peace"
(Luke 1:78-79).
Friends,
On the night of Dec. 10 and early morning of Dec. 11, an outbreak of at least 30 tornadoes swept through
six states. So far, 94 people are reported dead across five states, more than 80 of those in Kentucky.
For those unaccounted for, search-and-rescue operations are underway. Homes and businesses were
destroyed, and over 300,000 people were without electricity.
Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and other partners in the
area to assess the damage and develop an immediate and a long-term response plan. Your gifts to support
these response efforts will empower our partners to meet survivors’ immediate and long-term needs. Given
the extent of the damage, recovery will take years as thousands of homes will need to be rebuilt or repaired.
With your support, Lutheran Disaster Response can accompany survivors on the long road to recovery.
Your gifts to “U.S. Tornadoes” will be used in full (100%) to help people impacted by the tornadoes
until the response is complete.
We have just celebrated Christ's birth. Right now, we have an opportunity to share hope with our neighbors
in their time of greatest need. Please join me in prayer and consider giving if you are able.
Continued on next page
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Lutheran Disaster Relief Seeks Our Help

(Continued)

PLEASE GIVE NOW
In Christ’s service,

The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Fund
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Additional Ways to Give
Checks or money orders can be given directly to:
Epiphany Lutheran Church
1501. W. Chautauqua

Carbondale, IL 62901
or
Lutheran Disaster Response
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Either way be sure to write "U.S. Tornadoes" on your check memo line.
You can contribute by credit card:
by phone at 800-638-3522 (Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm CT) or online
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What’s Next ? In February, It’s the “Souper Bowl of Caring”
Following a flurry of activity to close out the old year, social ministry at Epiphany slows down
a bit as the new year begins. Although there is always a multitude of good causes in need of
support, our next organized fundraiser will be in early February, with the Souper Bowl
of Caring, to benefit Good Samaritan Ministries. Also, as mentioned in last month's newsletter, our commitment to support the Sparrow Coalition's Transition to Home program is
on-going throughout the year.
At this quieter time, I want to thank all of you again, and to give thanks to God for you, for
living your faith with such inspiring generosity. As Pastor Duncan reminded us in a recent
sermon, faith is demonstrated not so much by what we think or how we feel, but by what
we do. Near the end of the book of John, the resurrected Jesus has again appeared to
Mike Langan
the disciples, who have been out fishing for the entire night, but catching nothing. As this
Social Ministry
encounter draws to a close, Jesus repeatedly asks Simon Peter, "Do you love me?" To this
Peter answers imploringly, "Lord, you know that I love you." Each time, Jesus' response to
Peter's answer is, in essence, the same direction: "Feed my sheep." The wording differs slightly in various
translations, but the meaning remains the same. Loving our Lord is a call to action, a call to the service of
our neighbors.
Thank you again, people of Epiphany, for the many ways you use your time, talents and treasure in service to
your neighbors near and far.

Epiphany’s “Green Team” Hears From “Faith in Place”
Recently our Epiphany “Green Team” has heard from Rev. Wade Halva, Pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church in Marion, and a regional director for Faith in Place. Here are Pastor Wade’s
comments on an important topic.
"At Faith in Place, we draw parallels between the patience we lean on during this
season and the persistence it took to pass the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA).
For three long years, the Faith in Place community and our partners at the Illinois
Clean Jobs Coalition fought to get CEJA across the finish line.
"Signed into law in September, CEJA is the most equitable climate-focused jobs bill in
the country. CEJA was the only energy bill developed by listening to communities deciding how they wanted to transition to clean energy. This is what Faith in Place does
— helps people of faith advocate with policymakers so their voices are heard and
lifts up those who often do not have a voice. This victory would not have been
achieved without support from friends like you.
"Thank you to each of you who signed a petition, educated your House of Worship,
joined us on an Advocacy Day, or donated. Your voice made a difference, and we are
honored to partner with you."

Since 1999, Faith in Place has worked with over 1,000 churches throughout Illinois to protect our common
land, water, and air. Faith in Place inspires faithful people to care for the Earth through our four program areas:
Energy & Climate Change, Sustainable Food & Land Use, Water Preservation, and Advocacy.
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Salvation Army Says, “Thank You, Elaine

Thank You, Jim

Thank You, Al”

A few weeks before Christmas, the Salvation Army
communicated a need for bell-ringers in the Carbondale
and Marion communities, and three of our Epiphany
members volunteered to help.
Elaine Melby, Jim Sylwester and Al Terry all answered
the call to ring the bells and encourage folks to donate to
a very worthwhile cause.
The editor was fortunate to get a photo in the entry
of Schnucks Grocery where Al Terry was ringing the
bell and Jim Sylwester was generously making a
contribution.

Elaine Melby has been a volunteer and has rung the bell
on the Marion square when the Salvation Army Kettle
campaign first opened in Williamson County. She also has rung the bell at the Kroger store on route 13 East in
Marion. The Marion Rotary club participated in the campaign this year (and has for the last several years) and
Elaine was doing this as a representative of the Marion Rotary Club.

Jazz Vespers: Sunday, December 9, at 5:00 PM

Is this on your new 2022 calendar? Not yet? It’s totally different and yet very worshipful. Worth a try!
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December 5, 2021—Do You Remember? Pastor Brian Coffey Certainly Does
It started with a Meet and Greet, “Breakfast with Brian,” on Sunday, December 5, beginning at 8 a.m., leading
up to the worship service. It was light breakfast, hosted by the call committee and council. Everyone was
invited to come, meet Brian, ask questions, and visit. During worship, Brian gave a temple talk to introduce
himself and his faith journey that had brought him to Epiphany. He didn’t “preach,” as the Bishop’s office had
advised congregations not to do that.
Immediately following the service, there was a congregational meeting with the sole purpose of voting to
call Brian Coffey as pastor at Epiphany Lutheran Church. The vote was a paper ballot as outlined in the
synod guidelines. Brian exited for a few minutes and then returned to hear that the vote was unanimous —
in his favor! Here are a few photos to capture that important morning. Welcome, Pastor Coffey!

Brian returns to
the sanctuary and
is greeted by very
welcome applause.

This is Brian’s view
of the “east side”
congregation.

This “west side”
grouping may look
more “familiar” to a
Lutheran pastor—
notice the pews in
the back are all
filled. Maybe just
a coincidence.
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Fellowship Updates — January 2022
And just like that, 2021 is gone. A challenging
year to be sure, so let’s hope that 2022 is an
improvement. Though I couldn’t have asked for
better Fellowship hosts this year!
For the month of December, I thank the
members of Church Council and the Call
Committee for hosting a “Breakfast with Brian
Coffey” to meet our pastoral candidate. Thanks
also to the Dwyer family, Deb Sarvela and
Olise Mandat (who hosted not only December
26, but also lead the efforts for Christmas Eve!)

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship
Chair

On January 2, we are upping the game a bit and having a
rather extensive brunch in honor of the installation of Pastor
Brian!!! The Newmans are also hosting one Sunday in this
January. Otherwise, the calendar is wide open!!!! Sign up early, sign up often!!!! Thanks!
Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com

Thanks to Those Who Provided Poinsettias
If you have been able to be at church recently, you have seen the many beautiful
poinsettia plants near the altar area and down along both sides of the center aisle.
Many thanks to those of you who provided flowers (they are yours to take home if
you wish) and thanks also to all who stayed after church and helped set up and
decorate the Christmas trees.
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Epiphany Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1501 W. Chautauqua, Carbondale, IL 62901
Brian Coffey, Pastor
Mary Kelly, Church Secretary
Church Phone (618) 457-2065
Church Office E-mail: office@elcarb.org
Church Website: http:elcarb.org
Facebook: Epiphany Lutheran Church
Newsletter Editor: Jim Womack
JWomack473@aol.com

2021-2022 Epiphany Church Officers:
Anne Terry
Council President
Clare Smith
Vice-President
Peter Gimse
Secretary
Wayne Griffith
Treasurer
Lynn Smith
Financial Secretary
Olise Mandat
Business Manager
Epiphany Church Council Members:
Jan Womack
Christian Education Committee
Loren Cook
Communications/ IT Committee
Jim Womack
Communications/ IT Committee
Marcia Anderson
Evangelism Committee
Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Committee
Anne Terry
Health and Safety Committee
Tim Fink
Property Committee
Mike Langan
Social Ministry Committee
Clare Smith
Stewardship Committee
Mari Schneider
Worship Committee
Peter Gimse
Youth Committee

