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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
JULY 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
Welcome to July! Having now completed six months of ministry with you, I’m experiencing my first
summer in Southern Illinois. Liturgically, we are moving through the Time After Pentecost, which we
mark with the green paraments to remind ourselves of the life we have in Christ through our baptism.
Taking this a step further, Anglican Priest, Tish Harrison Warren, considers this time following the
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection as the “season we learn to ‘practice resurrection’ in our everyday
life by seeking those things which bring renewal and repair.” (New York Times online edition, June
12, 2022)
I like this idea of practicing resurrection. How we do this as individuals will look different, but we can
certainly encourage one another along the way. Seeking renewal and repair is sometimes fun and
sometimes challenging. Both can be elusive. Achieving some measure of each can be rewarding,
and in some cases, life-changing.
The same goes for organizations, and in our case, the congregation of Epiphany Lutheran Church.
At the Synod Assembly in June, we delegates heard from leaders of the Presbyterian, Methodist, and
Roman Catholic churches (and from fellow Lutherans)
about societal changes that are shaping the landscape
of where we are called to serve as Christians. So
profound are these changes that the theme of the
Synod Assembly was named, “Singing the Lord’s Song
in a Strange Land,” drawing on scriptural references to
the Hebrew people who had been taken captive and
sent into exile in Babylon. While our contexts for life
and ministry have changed in recent decades, God’s
song of new life and reconciliation is the same.
We are called to practice resurrection in all aspects
of our life together as a congregation. I look forward
to working with you in the coming months as we
consider ways to do this faithfully and confidently here
at Epiphany Lutheran Church and in the surrounding
community.
Your fellow servant in Christ,
Pastor Brian

Wondering what you are seeing here? It was
created day by day by the participants at the
Synod Assembly last month and included our
Epiphany members: Tim Fink, Cory Newman,
and Pastor Coffey. (More information is on the
next page.)
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Synod Assembly Uses An Interactive Artistic Devotional

Imagine this tree and its branches stretching over 8 feet in height and even farther in width. Assembly
participants were invited to reflect on their individual and congregational life through a series of
question prompts throughout the weekend. Responses were written on different shapes of colored
paper. For example, how we are connected in Christ was represented by the brown strips for the
tree trunk and branches. Laments were in the shape of teardrops watering the ground. Hope was
symbolized by butterflies, etc. The shapes were applied to the wall each day with the final result
being a collective expression of faith from across the Central /Southern Illinois Synod. On many of
the shapes there are written messages of faith, hope, love, and thanks.
— Photo by Pastor Coffey
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“What are Epiphany’s Shepherding Teams All About?”
Epiphany’s Shepherding Team ministry consists of twelve members of the Evangelism Committee
who have volunteered to shepherd a team of five to eight Epiphany families. The overall goal is to
keep a pulse on the specific needs of our church families.
Each Shepherd periodically
Contacts the family to make
Connections with them
regarding their status and

provides them with information about church events.
In family situations that need
specific attention, the Shepherding Team leaders will
Collaborate asking the Holy
Spirit to give them the wisdom
to best Care for our church
family and community.
“I am the Good Shepherd” John 10:11

The Care Team will also collaborate with Shepherding Team leaders in situations that need extra
attention. Shepherding Team leaders report on their member families whenever there is a serious
illness or a situation where the family could benefit from some outside help with visits, or meals, or
transportation.
What Scriptures support this shepherding approach? Jesus himself taught us that a good
shepherd knows the names of his sheep (John 10:3), and the Apostle Peter told elders to shepherd
their assigned flock (1 Peter 5:1-5). As Jesus said to minister two-by-two (Luke 10:1), we endeavor

to make certain that shepherds do not serve in silos, but are engaged with and supported by other
servant-leaders. We are one team; one ministry with One to glorify. Developing a Holy Spirit team
synergy is key for wise and effective shepherding.
Epiphany’s Shepherding Team Leaders are Marcia Anderson, Susan Bausch, Nan Gher,
Linda Grace, Elaine Melby, Steve Price, Jane Rose, Beth Scally, Lynn Smith, Jim Sylwester,
Trish Welch, and Jim Womack.
Submitted by Marcia Anderson

4

LSSI SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE — NOW THROUGH JULY 24
It's time for the Lutheran Social Services of Illinois school supply drive!
Supplies will be collected now through July 24th. Please leave your
items under the table in the fellowship hall. Monetary donations are
greatly appreciated and may be left in the offering, indicating school
supplies on the memo line.
Wondering what LSSI might be needing or suggesting for the kids?
Here is a partial list of possibilities.
Cathy Lay

Thank you so much!!!

Cathy Lay

Composition

layc92@gmail.com

Backpacks

Notebooks

Headphones

Flash Drives

Calculators

Scissors

Rulers

Glue Sticks

Pencils: regular
and mechanical

Erasers

Pens: Black, blue
and red

Crayons

Markers: Crayola,
thick

Markers: Dry
Erase, black

Highlighters

Watercolor Paints

Underwear and
socks

Tennis Shoes

Tissues, Baby
wipes, Clorox
wipes

Sharpies

Notebooks

Folders
Scientific
Calculators

Geometry Sets

Pencil Boxes
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JAZZ VESPERS: 5:00 PM ON SUNDAY, JULY 10, 2022

The New Arts Jazztet performed
several numbers at Epiphany
Lutheran last month. In this
photo (taken by Pastor Coffey),
Mel Goot is playing piano; Phil
Brown, bass; Bob Allison,
trumpet, and Jim Beers,
drums.
Jazz Vespers in July will feature
Carlyn Zimmerman as vocalist
and Kyle McDonald on drums.
Pastor Brian Coffey will lead
the service and share a brief
homily.
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No Vacation Bible School, But Plenty of Ice Cream and Music
On the evening of June 26th,
the VBS volunteers, along with
two youth and three children
joined together for songs in
the sanctuary and ice cream
sundaes afterwards.
Rick Gardner volunteered to
play piano, and the children
will present the songs in worship on a Sunday
morning in mid-July.
Kate Renshaw
Newly elected to
Church Council
and appointed
chairperson
of Christian
Education

Kate Renshaw (new Education Ministry chair
person) and Jan Womack announced that
Sunday School will begin on August 14th
under the theme “Journey with Jesus” as we
follow Jesus through the Gospel of Luke in the
Time after Pentecost.

Photo by Pastor Coffey

Also, preparations for a movie version of the Christmas Program will begin later in the summer
including a live donkey and perhaps live sheep! (Always better than the alternative.)

Happy Birthday To These Folks!

Eric Hanson

July 4

Stephen Price

July 7

John Sarvela

July 13

Calla Cheatwood

July 18

Ruth Kissell

July 18

Lyn Bame

July 27

Jane Rose

July 28
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Worship: The Link for the Zoom Service
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom),
with sung liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09
Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799

Baptism on Sunday, July 10

Holy Baptism For:
Phineas Alan Dewey
Son of Karla Fehr and Phillip Dewey and
younger brother of Smith Dewey
Sponsors will be Bethany and David Fehr

Volunteers : Where Have You Gone?

It’s looking like everyone seems to be going on
vacation at the same time. If you have even a
little bit of time, please check the sign-up
sheets on the table in the business office.
We’ll be needing help with Fellowship
(translation: “Food” after church), help with
flowers for the altar, help counting the offerings, help with ushering, et cetera, et cetera, et
cetera.
The volunteer sheets are ready. Can you
spare a little time?
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Hunger “Mini Sales”
Church Women United
More Mini-Pop-Up Hunger Sales
July 9, at the First Christian Church Patio, 8:00am to 12:00
Saturdays

August 20, at the Hopewell Baptist Church
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
All proceeds go to local agencies that feed people: Good
Samaritan Food Pantry, Bethel's Feed My Sheep,
Victory Food Pantry, Senior Center, Warming Center, Murphysboro
Food Pantry, and others.
Nan Gher

Most of us purged our houses to donate to the Epiphany sale, but if
you overlooked something, donations are welcome, as well as baked
goods. Check with me for details. Thanks for continuing to support
Church Women United.
Nan Gher

nangher43@gmail.com

618-203-1121

(First Christian Church is located at 306 W. Monroe Street, Carbondale)

Fellowship Updates — June 2022
Thanks to our Fellowship hosts for the month of June, including the Fellowship Committee
(doughnuts), the Terrys (Father’s Day root beer floats) and Jim Sylwester and Peter Gimse.
I will be out of town July 7-18. Marcia Anderson has volunteered to serve the cake on July 10.
I desperately need a host for July 17, so please let me know if you would be
available to do that!
Hosts for the month of July are as follows:

July 3July 10July 17July 24July 31-

Clare and Lynn Smith
Fellowship-cake in honor of Phineas’ Baptism
_____________________________________
David and Elaine Melby

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship
Chair
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Anne Terry
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Lynn Smith
Financial Secretary
Olise Mandat
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Kate Renshaw
Christian Education Committee
Loren Cook
Communications/ IT Committee
Marcia Anderson
Evangelism Committee
Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Committee
Anne Terry
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Tim Fink
Worship Committee
Cory Newman
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Clare Smith
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Peter Gimse
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