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Welcome to July!  Having now completed six months of ministry with you, Iôm experiencing my first 

summer in Southern Illinois.  Liturgically, we are moving through the Time After Pentecost, which we 

mark with the green paraments to remind ourselves of the life we have in Christ through our baptism.  

Taking this a step further, Anglican Priest, Tish Harrison Warren, considers this time following the  

celebration of Jesusô resurrection as the ñseason we learn to ópractice resurrectionô in our everyday 

life by seeking those things which bring renewal and repair.ò  (New York Times online edition, June 

12, 2022)   

I like this idea of practicing resurrection.  How we do this as individuals will look different, but we can 

certainly encourage one another along the way.  Seeking renewal and repair is sometimes fun and 

sometimes challenging.  Both can be elusive.  Achieving some measure of each can be rewarding, 

and in some cases, life-changing.   

The same goes for organizations, and in our case, the congregation of Epiphany Lutheran Church.   

At the Synod Assembly in June, we delegates heard from leaders of the Presbyterian, Methodist, and 

Roman Catholic churches (and from fellow Lutherans) 

about societal changes that are shaping the landscape 

of where we are called to serve as Christians.  So      

profound are these changes that the theme of the   

Synod Assembly was named, ñSinging the Lordôs Song 

in a Strange Land,ò drawing on scriptural references to 

the Hebrew people who had been taken captive and 

sent into exile in Babylon.  While our contexts for life 

and ministry have changed in recent decades, Godôs 

song of new life and reconciliation is the same.   

We are called to practice resurrection in all aspects     

of our life together as a congregation.  I look forward    

to working with you in the coming months as we      

consider ways to do this faithfully and confidently here 

at Epiphany Lutheran Church and in the surrounding 

community. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 

Notes from the Pastor 

Pastor Brian Coffey 

Wondering what you are seeing here? It was  
created day by day by the participants at the  
Synod Assembly last month and included our 
Epiphany members: Tim Fink, Cory Newman, 
and Pastor Coffey. (More information is on the 
next page.) 
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Imagine this tree and its branches stretching over 8 feet in height and even farther in width. Assembly 
participants were invited to reflect on their individual and congregational life through a series of    
question prompts throughout the weekend.  Responses were written on different shapes of colored 
paper.  For example, how we are connected in Christ was represented by the brown strips for the  
tree trunk and branches.  Laments were in the shape of teardrops watering the ground.  Hope was 
symbolized  by butterflies, etc.  The shapes were applied to the wall each day with the final result    
being a collective expression of faith from across the Central /Southern Illinois Synod.  On many of 
the shapes there are written messages of faith, hope, love, and thanks.           ð Photo by Pastor Coffey  

Synod Assembly Uses An Interactive Artistic Devotional 
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Epiphanyôs Shepherding Team ministry consists of twelve members of the Evangelism Committee 

who have volunteered to shepherd a team of five to eight Epiphany families.  The overall goal is to 

keep a pulse on the specific needs of our church families.  

 

Each Shepherd periodically 

Contacts the family to make 

Connections with them      

regarding their status and  

provides them with infor-

mation about church events.  

In family situations that need 

specific attention, the Shep-

herding Team leaders will  

Collaborate asking the Holy 

Spirit to give them the wisdom 

to best Care for our church 

family and community.   

 

The Care Team will also collaborate with Shepherding Team leaders in situations that need extra  

attention. Shepherding Team leaders report on their member families whenever there is a serious 

illness or a situation where the family could benefit from some outside help with visits, or meals, or 

transportation. 

 

 What Scriptures support this shepherding approach?  Jesus himself taught us that a good 

shepherd knows the names of his sheep (John 10:3), and the Apostle Peter told elders to shepherd 

their assigned flock (1 Peter 5:1-5).  As Jesus said to minister two-by-two (Luke 10:1), we endeavor 

to make certain that shepherds do not serve in silos, but are engaged with and supported by other 

servant-leaders.  We are one team; one ministry with One to glorify.  Developing a Holy Spirit team 

synergy is key for wise and effective shepherding. 

 

 Epiphanyôs Shepherding Team Leaders are Marcia Anderson, Susan Bausch, Nan Gher, 

Linda Grace, Elaine Melby, Steve Price, Jane Rose, Beth Scally, Lynn Smith, Jim Sylwester, 

Trish Welch, and Jim Womack. 

 

ñWhat are Epiphanyôs Shepherding Teams All About?ò 
 

ñI am the Good Shepherdò   John 10:11 

Submitted by Marcia Anderson 
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It's time for the Lutheran Social Services of Illinois school supply drive! 
Supplies will be collected now through July 24

th
. Please leave your 

items under the table in the fellowship hall.  Monetary donations are 
greatly appreciated and may be left in the offering, indicating school 
supplies on the memo line.  
 
Wondering what LSSI might be needing or suggesting for the kids? 
Here is a partial list of possibilities. 
 
Thank you so much!!!      Cathy Lay       layc92@gmail.com  

 
 

LSSI SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE  ð  NOW THROUGH JULY 24 

Cathy Lay 

Backpacks Notebooks 
Composition 

Notebooks 
Folders Geometry Sets 

Headphones Flash Drives Calculators 
Scientific 

Calculators 
Pencil Boxes 

Scissors Rulers Glue Sticks  
Pencils: regular 

and mechanical 
Erasers 

Pens: Black, blue 

and red 
Crayons 

Markers: Crayola, 

thick 

Markers: Dry 

Erase, black 
Highlighters 

Sharpies Watercolor Paints 
Underwear and 

socks 
Tennis Shoes 

Tissues, Baby 

wipes, Clorox 

wipes 

mailto:layc92@gmail.com

