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Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
The month of June launches us into the longest liturgical season of
the year, the Time After Pentecost. In fact, our first Sunday of the
new month (June 5th) will be the Day of Pentecost itself, so wear red
to worship that morning to enhance the festive mood! Adding to the
celebration will be our final service using Tim Fink’s liturgy. It’s been
an enjoyable six weeks accompanied by Tim’s original composition,
and I have been delighted with how it’s been embraced by the congregation!
In the weeks following, we will use Marty Haugen’s “This is the Feast” liturgy, which I’m told is a
congregational favorite. As with the other settings this year, I myself will be learning as I go. In
terms of our scripture readings, we remain in the Gospel of John through June 12 th, then return to
Luke.
The season of Easter ended with the Ascension, so you will notice that the Paschal Candle has
been returned to its location next to the baptismal font. It will be lit for baptisms. In the event of a
funeral, it will be lit and placed at the head of the casket or next to the cremains in the sanctuary to
remind us of Christ’s presence with us in both life and death even as we await his coming in glory
and the renewal of all creation.
I’m looking forward to participating in the Synod Assembly (June 2nd-4th) with two
first-time delegates, Cory Newman and Tim Fink. Synod Assembly presents an
opportunity to see our church at work in a larger setting and hear more directly about
the mission and ministry of the ELCA.
Our Semi-Annual Meeting will be held immediately after worship on June 12th, so please plan to
remain and vote for our new Council members. One volunteer is still needed to serve on the
church Council. Please contact Anne Terry to indicate your interest in
serving.
The month will round out with a return to Vacation Bible School on the
evenings of June 26th-30th! Jan Womack is preparing an amazing program
based on Paul and the Early Church in ancient Rome. Many adults will be
needed to play character roles and assist in making the event a success, so
please volunteer to help as you are able.
Thank you for serving our risen and ascended Lord, Jesus Christ, so faithfully here at Epiphany Lutheran Church.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Brian

Ancient Roman
aqueduct
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“I HAVE MADE A PROMISE TO GOD”
Happy summer everyone! For many of us, summer means a busy school year is
coming to an end. For others, the summer is a time for vacations, pool time, and
outdoor fun. This summer my family is planning both some pool time (when it gets
installed!) and a fun vacation to Yellowstone National Park. We will explore the park
and perhaps retrace some steps my Great Grandparents took when they visited the
park in 1914.
I have been reflecting this week on Stewardship. We often talk about time, talent,
and treasure. Thanks to ACH payments my treasure is taken care of, but what
Anne Terry
about time and talent? As busy as I think I am, I know that I can be more intentional
Council President
about my time with God each day. Those 30 minutes I spend on my phone first
thing in the morning (even before I get out of bed) reading the latest article about “40 times people
were stupid on the internet” could be better spent in prayer, meditation, or in my Bible. I have made
a promise to God that I will spend at least half of those 30 minutes each day doing something for
Him.
How will you spend your summer? Can any of your time be spent saying thank you to God, praying
for peace in our world, or in activity to show gratitude for the boundless grace God gives to us?
Have a blessed month!
Anne Terry

WONDERFUL NEWS ABOUT GOOD SHEPHERD MONTH !!!
May has been a fantastic month for Good Shepherd Month! Thank you to the
entire congregation for participating and sharing your wealth, your time, and
your hard work. We have raised $6,292 as of the printing of this newsletter for
LSSI (Lutheran Social Services of Illinois). That is matched with $5,000 by our
generous anonymous donor, so we are giving, at this time, $11,292 to LSSI. On
the final Sunday in May we enjoyed pancakes, sausage, and fellowship with
one another as a thank you for all of your generosity to LSSI.
Clare Smith
Stewardship
Committee

Thank you, brothers and sisters in Christ, for your continued faith, generosity,
and work. May our blessings be a blessing to others!

This fall, get ready for a fun night of trivia and dinner with Molly Arnoldt and
David Novak from LSSI on September 30th in our fellowship hall. This is a
thank you dinner for your continued generosity, and it is a time to connect with and meet the people
who work for LSSI and to ask questions, and have some fellowship.
God’s Blessings!
Clare
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CONFIRMATION: FOUR YOUNG PEOPLE AFFIRM THEIR FAITH

On Sunday, May 15th, four youth affirmed their faith — with Connor Gulbrandsen frequently reminding
the group (for the past two years) that “Jesus is the answer.” Pictured (L to R) Front row: Kaelyn Viernum,
Madeline Pulcher, and Ella Karayannis Back Row: Lynn Smith (Teacher), Connor Gulbrandsen, Pastor
Brian Coffey, and Jan Womack (Teacher)
Maddie was especially busy that Sunday morning since she and her family are members at First Lutheran
Church in Murphysboro, which as yet does not have a full-time pastor. After two years of instruction, Maddie
was “confirmed” here at Epiphany at the 9:30 a.m. service and then hurried over to First Lutheran Church
with her family for another service with more family and friends. Maddie, we were glad to have you with us!

A special
cake for
some, and...

… a special
cookie for
Connor.
Obviously Kaelyn, Connor and Ella stayed
around to enjoy some cake and a special cookie.
(Connor prefers cookies.)

See page 11 for the interesting
spelling of “Confirmands” or
ask Deb Sarvela for the
“rest of the story.”
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JUNE 26-30, 2022
Vacation Bible School is an intergenerational five days of sharing, learning, laughing, and caring for one another. At no other time of the year do
so many people in the church work and play together.
This particular year we are doing a program called Paul and the Underground Church. It is a program we started preparing in 2020 and then
had to shut down because of Covid.
Jan Womack
Christian
Education Director

Each evening from Sunday to Thursday there will be a light supper beginning at 5:15. Everything will wrap up at 8:00 p.m. Schedules will be given
to the “Families” each night.
We will be going back to Rome at the time of the early church when Paul was under house
arrest. Each person (kids and adults) will be part of a Roman Family with a Roman name and
family colors to identify and help keep the Family together. Each Family will visit the apostle
Paul (now a prisoner) and Brutus (his guard). They will also “apprentice” themselves in the
marketplace, buy treats at the Food Shop, play Roman games, and learn how to be careful
and brave. To be a Christian in ancient Rome was not particularly safe and Christians literally
worshipped “underground.” There will be time to sing songs and also witness a drama each
night. It really should be a VBS to remember.
That being said, this is not going to happen without a LOT of help!
We need Family leaders (paterfamilias, materfamilias), Assistant
Family leaders, we need men to be shopkeepers, we need a Paul,
a Brutus, a Roman Senator (Atticus), a slave (Tullius), a Roman
messenger (Marcus), a thief, a Supper Coordinator, a Food Shop
Coordinator, a Shopkeeper Coordinator, a Drama Leader, Registration people, and Roman people to wander the marketplace, and a
couple of Roman soldiers!
Please choose something and come and be a part of the excitement. Who wouldn’t want to go
to Rome?! Just inside the narthex at church there will be lists posted of what is needed, but if
you have questions about what you can do, or what part or character you can play, please
contact Jan Womack:
•
•
•

E-mail me at kathleen231@aol.com or ...
Text me at 815-762-0051. (I’m not good about checking voice mail) or ...
Talk to me at church!
THANK YOU!
Jan W.

The Roman Coliseum

A Roman aqueduct
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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Epiphany Yard Sale A Success
Saturday, May 21st we were able to raise a little over $2,400.00 which will be split
between LSSI and the youth group. Thank you to everyone who donated items for the
sale.
“It takes a village,” as they say....
I would especially like to acknowledge the
following members of "my posse" who helped
set up, organize and price prior to the sale:

Nan Gher
Olise Mandat
Connie Pavlovich
Kate Renshaw
Lynn Smith
Ginny Solverson
Jan Womack

... and all who helped

on the day of the sale:

Pastor Brian
Tim Fink
Peter Gimse
Steve Logan
Connie Pavlovich
Roland Person

Steve Price
Kate & Jim Renshaw
Marilyn Starkey
Al & Jane Terry
Anne Terry
Jan & Jim Womack

Lori Fink

I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone. If so, I apologize. Thanks to each and everyone for your hard work.
With gratitude, Lori Fink

Gathered by the checkout table are Lori Fink and
part of her “posse” of helpers. (L to R) Lori, Connie
Pavlovich, Marilyn Starkey, and Nan Gher.

Looking over the large collection of books (each one
a bargain) are Ann DeHorn and Anne Terry.
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Helping Afghan Immigrants in Carbondale
“To Stay and hope or to leave family and friends and all that they had known and loved for
generations was the impossible question……in time the only decision left was to flee, to look for
safety, even temporary, but still to keep the spark of hope alive that tomorrow might be better…and
that humanity might prevail.”
Fred Feldman
“The Story Keeper”, 2021
In a previous newsletter, the CAIRS community circles were discussed that are
assisting Afghan immigrants who newly arrived in Carbondale. A few of the Afghan
women are interested in sewing and will be gifted donated sewing machines. One of
the women, Sheba, is interested in developing her sewing skills, to perhaps sell her
work or earn a living eventually.
Another woman, Aisha, has already received her machine. See the attached pictures
of Aisha’s previous work: her wedding dress and her husband’s wedding clothes, sewn
and hand embroidered. Olise Mandat graciously provided a Thrivent grant to help
cover machine maintenance for the donated machines as well as some supplies. As
more families come into the CAIRS program, we have a 3rd sewing machine to gift.
At this point, we would like to have some supplies for the women to work with…fabric,
notions, etc. If you have anything extra to donate to this service, please drop them off
in Olise’s office and put them in the white basket. Or call or text Pam Umlauf-Brown
and I will pick them up. 618-303-5123 plauf@siu.edu

Pam Umlauf-Brown

Thank you for all you do to make Carbondale a welcoming city.

Aisha made this beautiful handembroidered design, demonstrating
not only her talent, but also her
patience.

For her wedding Aisha sewed this dress
which also has hand- embroidered
designs. (Look carefully and you can
see her standing in the background.)
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Helping Afghan Immigrants in Carbondale (continued)

Aisha also made these two wedding garments for her husband,
and he seems more than pleased. The photo doesn’t reveal all
the detail, but the designs and patterns are all hand-embroidered.

Happy Birthday To These Folks!

Sara Gulbrandsen

June 5

Susan Rehwaldt June 19

Cathy Wood

June 5

Rachel Price

Annie Gimse

June 7

Marilyn Starkey June 30

Aaron Fink

June 13

June 30
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Worship: The Link for the Zoom Service
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom),
with sung liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09
Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799

Jazz Vespers on Sunday, June 12
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Did You Know?
Here are some more tips from the United Methodists' Creation Justice project:
"As a church, WE CAN consume less meat. Helping members understand
the connections of meat to climate change, including land-use costs and greenhouse gases, makes more meatless dishes more likely at potlucks. Sharing
meatless meal recipes and menus encourages cooking that is healthier for
people and the planet.
"As a church, WE CAN collaborate with others for the sake of creation
justice. We can choose a partner (another congregation or a secular organization) that can magnify the efforts of the congregation through education, people
power, funding, visibility, or outreach. When we identify a project and pitch in,
together, we can make a bigger difference.

Roland Person
Representing the
Green Team

“As a church, WE CAN speak up. By incorporating creation justice in sermons
and liturgy in addition to special times like Earth Day or the Season of Creation, worship leaders
can raise awareness of God’s charge to humanity to tend the “garden” we have been given
to steward. By facilitating advocacy efforts (letters, emails, phone calling), we can help people
become prophets, speaking God’s word to those who have the power to change systems that
perpetuate harm and injustice."

This information is from Rev. Wade Halva, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Marion, and
the southern Illinois coordinator for Faith in Place.

"This month, Ameren announced that they'd be increasing their rates approximately $40 per
ratepayer per month beginning in June as a result of high capacity prices in the MISO market
(where they buy electricity). That's going to force some difficult decisions this summer for folks on a
tight budget.”
“I'd encourage you all to share this blog with your congregation to help explain the issues and offer
some solutions.”
[On your computer just hold down the “Control key” and click the blue lettering with
your mouse cursor.]

“Here is a free energy-saving guide you may find useful as well.” [Do the same for the energy guide.]
Roland Person — for the Green Team

“THANK YOU!” From Jim Sylwester
Thank you for your prayers, concern and words of encouragement while I
was in the hospital and as I continue to heal. A special word of thanks to
Pastor Brian for his visits and to Lynn Smith and Trish Welch for providing
transportation to shop and to attend church.
So far reports from doctors have been encouraging.
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Hunger “Mini Sales”
Church Women United
More Mini-Pop-Up Hunger Sales
June 11 and July 9, at the First Christian Church Patio, 8:00am to 12:00
Saturdays
August 20, at the Hopewell Baptist Church
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
All proceeds go to local agencies that feed people: Good
Samaritan Food Pantry, Bethel's Feed My Sheep, Victory Food Pantry, Senior Center, Warming Center, Murphysboro Food
Pantry, and others.
Nan Gher

Most of us purged our houses to donate to the Epiphany sale, but if
you overlooked something, donations are welcome, as well as baked
goods. Check with me for details. Thanks for continuing to support
Church Women United.
Nan Gher

nangher43@gmail.com

618-203-1121

(First Christian Church is located at 306 W. Monroe Street, Carbondale)

Fellowship Updates — June 2022
Thanks to our Fellowship hosts for the month of May, including the Melbys, the Langans, the
Stewardship Committee (twice!!), and the Fellowship Committee for the Confirmands
(despite the entertaining error on the cake from Walmart! See below.)
On June 12 for the semiannual Congregational Meeting, the Fellowship Committee
will be providing doughnuts. Otherwise, the month of June is wide open for hosts,
celebrations, etc.!!!
JUNE 5

______________________

JUNE 12

The Fellowship Committee [Doughnuts]

JUNE 19

______________________

JUNE 26

______________________

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship
Chair

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com
“CONFORMANCE” Did Spell Check do this?

12

Virginia "Ginny" Mead
Virginia "Ginny" Mead passed away in her home on April 18, 2022 in Oro Valley, Arizona,
surrounded by her family.
Ginny (nee Potter) was born August 21, 1954, in Warren, Pennsylvania to Helen and James
Potter. She is survived by her husband John; brothers: Tom and Bill Potter; her children
and their spouses: Chris (Cherise) and Carolyn (Benjamin); grandson Calvin; and many
loving members of her extended family.
A Carbondale resident for more than 20 years, Ginny had a strong dedication to family,
church, and music. She was a member of Epiphany Lutheran Church where she sang in
the choir. She played clarinet in the Southern Illinois Concert Band. She also worked at
Unity Point school, Jamestown Management, and SIU's Department of Curriculum and
Instruction.

Ginny Mead
August 21, 1954April 18, 2022

Remembrances of Virginia (Ginny) Mead
Editor’s note: the following article is a collaboration of two friends of Ginny who wanted to share with the
members and friends of Epiphany what a wonderful blessing Ginny was to our congregation and community.
Susan Rehwaldt and Lynn Smith have combined their talents to produce a loving tribute to a remarkable person.

Virginia (“Ginny”) Mead was talented, smart, and fun! She had a strong sense of responsibility, of giving back to
her church and her community. We watched as she and her husband, John, nurtured their extremely bright and
talented children, Chris and Carolyn.
Ginny loved to sing and was a loyal member of Epiphany’s choir for many years. Though John was not a member
of the choir, together, she and John hosted many end-of-season Epiphany choir parties at their lovely home. We
were warmly welcomed to enjoy fellowship and delicious potluck food and drink. A great way to end each year of
Wednesday evening rehearsals and Sunday morning anthems!
Ginny had a beautiful mezzo-soprano voice and was the answer to any choir director’s prayer for a voice that could
carry the melody and hit the high notes in a descant. When John and Ginny moved to Arizona, Epiphany’s choir
lost one of their finest voices.
One of Susan Rehwaldt’s favorite “Ginny Mead” memories centered on Sunday, September 21, 1997, when
Epiphany Lutheran Church of All Saints dedicated its new sanctuary--built after decades of worship in a very small,
crowded area--now the “Sunday School wing”. The congregation was made up of long-time Epiphany members as
well as fifty or so folks who had transferred en masse from the Lutheran Church of All Saints a few years earlier.
This newly energized, vibrant congregation had worked to create building plans for a new sanctuary and to raise
the funds needed to finance this construction project. Finally, the day of dedication--Sunday, September 21, 1997-had arrived. Young Carolyn Mead was listed in the program as the acolyte, and Pastor Gerald Kissell as the
presiding minister.
The dedication service was scheduled for 4 PM so that fellow Lutherans from other congregations in Southern
Illinois could attend, as well as friends and neighbors from other denominations. We prepared a brochure with a
sketch of the new facility and information on the new building, the history of the congregation, the names of those
involved in the construction project from Epiphany, and information on the contractors and subcontractors. Our
hope, as hosts, was that those attending would explore the building and then come back to the sanctuary to enjoy
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Remembrances of Virginia (Ginny) Mead

(continued)

a pre-service recital.
This “dedication recital” was planned for the hour before the actual worship service. The musical program reflected
the musical talent of Epiphany’s membership. Olise Mandat opened the program, playing beautiful, lilting pieces
on her piccolo. This was followed by Ginny (accompanied by Lyn Strothmann at the piano) singing “At the
River” (adapted by Aaron Copland). Next, Lyn played a Mendelssohn piano solo followed by a soprano solo by
Betty Person (“The God of Love My Shepherd is”) and a clarinet solo by Eric Mandat (Wilson Osborne’s
“Rhapsodie”).
Susan remembers very clearly that the next recital offering literally stopped the show! Betty Person and Ginny
Mead (accompanied by Lyn Strothmann) sang “Pie Jesu” from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Requiem. The audience
was stunned by the music, their voices, the majesty of the piece, and the acoustics of our new place of worship.
Many folks had tears rolling down their faces.
The recital concluded with “Baroque and Blue, from Suite for Flute and Jazz Piano featuring Olise, Judy MacLeod
on her bass, and Lyn again at the piano.
What a dedication recital that was! The congregation, in the construction of its new sanctuary, was striving to
create a new, larger worship space--one with great acoustics. Ginny and Betty, as well as the other talented
musicians, gave us the answer to that fond hope.
Ginny was one of a kind, far smarter than most anyone except her husband, and some would call that a tie. During
their years at Epiphany, “Trivial Pursuit” parties were in vogue in southern Illinois. The common winning strategy
was to be sure you were on Ginny's and John’s team!
Beth Bivens recalls her long-time connection with Ginny and her family:
Ginny was my friend and one of my first employers, and I have only fond memories of her. I babysat Chris and
Carolyn through my high school and college years; later, when I started pet-sitting, she was again one of my first
customers. When I think of her, I remember her sweet voice and smile.
On one particularly memorable occasion, I was in college, and my roommate had convinced me to completely cut
off my hair after too many bad dye jobs (art school, early 90's). I was really insecure and hated it, but I had to be at
Ginny's to babysit that night. When I arrived at the Meads’ home, I had a hat on, and Ginny immediately said, "Oh,
you cut your hair!” so I showed her what I had done. She was so overwhelmingly positive, and she made me feel
so much better! I have always appreciated that. Thank you, Ginny! It was a pleasure to know you!

Marcia Anderson worked closely with Ginny as an informal outside-property committee. They both had a yen to
work outdoors. Marcia remembers the many times the two of them met to pull weeds from the mulch in the flower
beds around the church building; as well as using those times to further develop their friendship, the “gardens”
provided valuable time to discuss Epiphany and its needs. Ginny was always at the forefront of assuring that the
church presented a pleasing environment, and the two of them worked hard to make that happen!
Ginny Mead was a true leader in nearly all aspects of Epiphany life. She chaired the Evangelism Committee for
several years, and Marcia said she still goes back to read some of the reports that Ginny shared with her when she
began chairing the Committee. Ginny was always full of ideas of what we should and could be doing.
Lynn Smith remembers with delight the years that she and Ginny, Jane Terry, and Cindy Davie composed
the alto section of the choir; it was a strong, congenial group, and they enjoyed each other as much as they
enjoyed singing. As Susan mentioned earlier, Ginny was blessed with a strong vocal range; if an additional
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Virginia "Ginny" Mead
— Former
Epiphany
Remembrances
of Virginia
(Ginny)
Mead Member
(continued)
soprano was needed for a particular anthem’s descant, Ginny could move to fill that need. For several years,
Ginny served as a vital part of the Easter Vigil quartet; with Pastor Chris and Helen Repp, and Eric
Mandat — a group that made Epiphany’s early Easter service so very moving. Pastor Chris commented that
Ginny had the perfect voice for chanting, something not all good singers have.
Lynn also worked closely with Ginny in SIUC’s Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Ginny was the
Business Manager for the department when Lynn was in the role of Chair. Given the number of faculty and
graduate students in the department, keeping the files and accounts related to research grants, assistantships,
and non-tenured faculty responsibilities in order was a necessity. Ginny filled that role with competence,
patience, a ready smile, and unbelievable calm! She made everyone’s job easier!
Susan Bausch remembers that “in the mid-1990s, Ginny invited my oldest daughter, Emma, to attend Vacation
Bible School. That introduction led to our becoming members at Epiphany Lutheran Church of All Saints. When I
officially joined the church, Ginny and John were my “shepherds.” I felt honored to have them by my side.
“Emma remembers Ginny taking an active role in many of the youth activities at the church. Ginny was able to
instruct while being fun at the same time. Emma has fond memories of Ginny and John visiting her when
she was working in England. They went to a pub, ate savory pies and ‘a great time was had by all.’
“Thinking of Ginny makes me smile!”
The confirmation students at Epiphany were fortunate to have Ginny as one of their teachers in the years
before she left for Arizona. Her patience and listening ear did much to help those students find meaning in their
confirmation instruction. Notes in the study Bible she used at that time attest to those terms and statements that
were so meaningful to her and important for her students.

Ginny did much for Epiphany over the twenty or so years that she and her family were a vital part of the
Epiphany family. She served as president of the congregation, as a lay assistant during worship services,
baked casseroles, and served on countless committees. Former children, now voting members of Epiphany,
count Ginny’s smiles and her warm hugs as their most precious memories of her!

Thanks for those
memories, Ginny!
You were special,
and you are missed.
Thank you, John, for
your abiding support
of Ginny.
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