1

EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
March 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
Ash Wednesday kicks off the month of March for us this year. I, for one, am
grateful for the relatively late start of the Lenten season in order to have time
to prepare! In reviewing previous years’ worship bulletins, it’s clear that the
pandemic altered worship patterns and that we must continue to adjust to
whatever conditions present themselves.
This year, Ash Wednesday will return to the practice of in-person Imposition of Ashes (applied with a fresh
cotton swab for each individual) along with Holy Communion. The service will also be broadcast via Zoom as will all of the Wednesday evening Lenten services. While we won’t be having a meal at church before
Wednesday services, the weeks after Ash Wednesday will use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy accompanied by Tim Fink on the piano, Olise Mandat on the flute and sung by me along with Tim and/or others. I will
offer a brief reflection at each service relevant to this holy and penitential season.
Following the Wednesday evening service each week, all voices are welcome to participate in learning an
original liturgical setting composed by Tim! The congregation will be using this newly completed liturgy on
Sunday mornings from the first Sunday of Easter through Pentecost, so the more familiarity we have in
advance, the stronger we will be to lead the congregation in a unique liturgical experience of celebrating the
joy of Christ’s resurrection.
I continue to be amazed at the ministries that the people of Epiphany engage in so passionately within and
outside of the congregation. It’s truly a delight and joy to me when I tell people in the area that I am serving
as your pastor. Speaking of that, I have made it to all of the open wineries in the area along with many of the
beautiful natural areas. I have identified my favorites for different settings, wines and entertainment, so I feel
like I am becoming part of the community. Someone has suggested a local cycling event scheduled on the
first Saturday of April, which has captured my attention (if I can get some practice with hills by then).
Please remain attentive to the articles in this newsletter, announcements at worship and communications
through eHappenings (Constant Contact) to keep up to date with important news and ministries at Epiphany.
There are a number of important needs on the very near horizon including new church council members
and a new Treasurer. Please pray about the ways in which the Holy Spirit may be calling you to serve.
Lent is an especially fruitful time for such discernment if you follow the weekly prayer prompts in the Sunday
bulletin inserts and participate in deeper spiritual reflection.
One discipline I would suggest is meeting with me to discuss whatever is going on in life – positive or negative. My initial visits with people have been enriching and fruitful. I’m open to meeting you where-ever and
how-ever you feel most comfortable. Simply call the church office (618-457-2065) or my cell phone (309648-2994) or email me (pastorbrian@elcarb.org) and we will arrange a time together.
Peace be with you as we journey together through this important season of reflection on our Lord’s passion
for us who have been baptized into his death and resurrection – or are considering doing so as they encounter Christ in us.
Serving joyfully with you,
Pastor Brian
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“I have begun a new routine in my life.”
March is upon us, and it looks like we will have a busy month. As Pastor Brian mentioned
in his article on page 1, we will begin this month with Ash Wednesday, March 2. I would
like to encourage everyone to consider how you will spend this season of Lent. Many people
choose to give up something, maybe a favorite indulgence like Starbucks, chocolate, or junk
food. Others choose to add something meaningful to the 40 days.

You will have several opportunities to add to your season of Lent. Beginning on Sunday,
Anne Terry
March 6, Adult Education will resume with the ELCA study on World Hunger. I set a goal for
Council
myself for this year to lead a Bible study (which I have never done before), and I have been
President
empowered by Pastor Brian to take this on. I hope many of you will join us at 8:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. I have posted a sign-up sheet in the Narthex to ensure I have enough materials.
All are welcome. Please come, even if you didn’t sign up—we will figure it out!

A second opportunity that will come your way is our project to support
the seminaries. This year we will jump into March Madness, fill out a
bracket and cheer on our favorite teams throughout the tournament. We
will offer “chili to go” on March 20 and 27. We would welcome any volunteers to make chili and also to donate snacks for our “concession stand”
that will be open on the Sundays during the tournament.

I have begun a new routine in my life. Since I don’t sleep well, I have started to get up early and spend a little time in the Bible and prayer. I use my Bible App for a daily devotion—the version I use on the app will even
read it aloud to me as I sip my ginger tea! The App is free, there are many different versions of the Bible available, and devotions for almost any need. Some are a few days; some for the whole year. I challenge you to try
to add some time with God during these next 40 days.
Many blessings to you!
Anne Terry

Masking Update
As you may know, Governor Pritzker has recently announced that the
masking mandate for indoor spaces will be lifted effective February 28,
2022. At our February council meeting, we discussed our current masking
policy and considered our options for adjustments. Our discussion included
current COVID cases, positivity rates and hospitalizations in our area.

At this time, our council would prefer to maintain our current policy, which
strongly encourages masks while in the church. We will revisit this issue
monthly at our meetings, and as cases decline, we will consider modifying this
policy. Thank you for your cooperation!
Anne Terry
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March Madness Swoosh for Seminaries is HERE!!!
(Brought to you by your Worship Committee Seminary Support Subcommittee!!!!)
You’ve had little reminders that this is coming, and now it is HERE!!! Let’s have some fun and support our
seminaries (Lutheran Chicago School of Theology and Wartburg Seminary)!!! Here is the schedule of events:
March 6: We will begin collecting donations and commitments for bracket sheets.
Suggested donation is $20 per bracket sheet. (We’ll take more! Our goal is $2,000 to be
split between the two seminaries we support). If you would like to participate, let Deb
Sarvela, Anne Terry or Marcia Anderson know. Donations may be made in the following ways:
 Cash (of course! Make sure it is in an envelope with your name and email and “March
Madness Seminary Support” written on it.)
 Checks made out to Epiphany with “March Madness Seminary Support” in the memo line.
 Online using Vanco’s Give+ to Lutheran Seminary Support.
Remember to provide your email and a bracket sheet will be emailed to you beginning March 13. We will collect
donations and commitments through noon on March 15. Fill out your bracket sheet and keep track. (Be sure to
hold onto them because there is a prize for the biggest winner AND the biggest loser!!!)
March 13: Wear your favorite team jersey or tee shirt!!! We will continue collecting bracket donations through
noon on March 15.
March 20 AND 27: FOOD!!!! Bring in your favorite basketball snacks (packaged to be distributed for a
suggested donation of $2). We will also be making chili and cornbread to-go for a suggested donation of
$5/container (and yes, we plan to have some vegetarian chili in addition to beef!). Chili and snacks will be
distributed during Fellowship. (If someone needs a delivery, let us know!)
April 3: The Worship Committee Seminary Support Subcommittee will provide FELLOWSHIP!!!! Bring
your bracket sheets and show off how you’re doing so far!!! Prizes will be awarded after the April 4 NCAA
Championship.
Thank you for your participation!!!!
Deb Sarvela
dsarvela@hotmail.com

Anne Terry
aterry1223@aol.com

Marcia Anderson
mandersn@siu.edu

Worship
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom), with sung
liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services. (It will also work for the Wednesday evening Lenten services, as well as the confirmation classes which meet at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09
Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799
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Did You Know …?
Here are some suggestions taken from United Methodist Creation Justice Tips:
Recycle old crayons. Broken, wrapped, or barely used—ship
them to Crazy Crayons to remold. The National Crayon Recycling
Program has already kept 120,000 pounds from landfills. Better
yet, do a crayon drive to collect even more. This project is easy
to do with children and helps them understand the importance of
creation care.
Compare the cost to creation: eating chicken (7 kg of CO2)
versus eating beef (27 kg). Every time you choose poultry over
beef, you lighten the emissions load on the atmosphere. You help everyone.
Roland Person
Be specific when you contact your lawmakers. They are more likely to respond positively
to an ask that is within their scope of authority rather than to a broad demand. If possible, tell
your story that prompts your concern. Connect your request to your faith values—and say so.

Representing the
Green Team

When you water your pets, water your plants. Rather than dump the old water from the pet bowl down the drain,
put it to use. Your houseplants, garden plants, even your trees, as well as the earth will appreciate your kindness.

Check with your vet, humane shelter, or pharmacy. Many are happy to reuse
clean prescription bottles, which are not accepted for recycling in most places. If
you need to remove the labels, use Goo Gone to get rid of the stickiness.

Save dryer time and energy. Save money. Cut
down on static and wrinkles. Cut out toxins from chemical dryer sheets and
fabric softeners. What’s not to like! Use wool dryer balls instead. Here’s a
rundown on the 10 best.
Passed along by Roland Person for the “Green Team” at Epiphany.

Needed — Voices For a Special Liturgy
BETHLEHEM
Tim Fink’s Liturgy is scheduled for the first Sunday after Easter through Pentecost (April 24 -- June 5).
Since the congregation used it last year, he has added an Offertory, Closing Song, and a Hymn of
Praise (This is the Feast).
So this can have a stronger debut, he is looking to musically
rehearse this liturgy after the five Lenten services following
Ash Wednesday (March 9 - April 6). Prior to the pandemic,
choir rehearsed after Lenten services at approximately 7:30.
Since Choir is not meeting at this time, Tim would like to
especially reach out to former choir members, as well as ANYONE else.
Rehearsals would be no longer than 30 minutes.
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“I thank Him for all of you.”

BETHLEHEM
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Evangelism at Epiphany
Every once in a while we get to share exciting news that makes all of us
smile and rejoice. Well, get ready for some great news!
“Steven, Payton and Maeleigh would love to introduce Sauyer Lee
Logan to our church family. He was born on January 26, 2022 at
2:35 PM weighing 7 lb 14 oz and 20.5 inches long.

Marcia Anderson
Evangelism Committee

He was born with a
full head of hair just
like his sister.
Maeleigh Jo is
absolutely in love
with her brother!
She loves to hold
him and give him
kisses! God has
blessed our
family!!!”

Editor’s note:
In case you are
wondering if Tina
and Steve Logan
might be the
thrilled grandparents, you are
absolutely correct
(and they do have
more pictures).
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Jazz Vespers: Sunday, March 13, 5:00 PM

Camp Wartburg—Ready For Summer Fun?
Pastor Brian, Peter Gimse, and Al Terry recently visited Camp Wartburg in Waterloo, Illinois. The
camp is a 90-minute drive from Carbondale. This is a
Lutheran summer camp for kids from 1st through 12th
grades. Kids participate in the usual summer camp
activities: fishing, swimming, canoeing, wall climbing,
high rope course, and daily Bible study. Youth from
grades 10-12 can participate in Leadership Training
Camp.
During our visit we were impressed with the camp and
the enthusiasm of the staff. Camp Wartburg has nine
sessions, beginning on June 5-10, through August 7-12.
Epiphany has funds available to defray the cost of camp,
and Wartburg has a discount for early registration. Program fliers are available in the Narthex, or
you can view their website at www.campwartburg.com. Call Peter (618 -303 -9579) or Al (618-5343091) if you have a child interested in attending camp.
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A Thank You and a Challenge
Many thanks to all of you who have donated during February to help support the work of Good
Samaritan Ministries of Carbondale, including their food pantry. So far this this month, Epiphany
has collected $3,476.03 in monetary donations, as well as some food items! That is an impressive amount, and it's likely the final total may go even higher!
In recent months some of you may have heard mention of various efforts to help in the resettlement
of refugees who fled Afghanistan in the wake of the Taliban retaking control there. These are
individuals and their families who were at mortal risk due to their work for or with the United States,
during their efforts over the past several years to try and bring democracy to their country. There
are groups and individuals in Carbondale working now to bring some of these people here and
provide them with a welcoming and safe community in which to gain a new start in life.

Mike Langan
Social Ministry

If this is an effort which speaks to you, there are a number of ways to learn more about what is going on and how
you can help. More information may be accessed at the home page of the First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale's website. Once you are there, scroll down to where the page says "Sponsor Circles" and click on:
"Watch First Presbyterian's Cindy Buys explain the Sponsor Circles program." Clicking there will take you to
an excellent 24 minute video presentation where Ms. Buys, of SIUC's Law School, explains the sponsor circle
program in considerable detail. Another way to learn more would be to attend meetings of CAIRS (the Carbondale
Area Interfaith Refugee Support group). That group's next meeting will be Tuesday, March 1, at 4:45 pm, via
zoom. If you would like to attend, email Carolyn Langan ( cmlangan56@gmail.com ) to get the zoom
link. CAIRS also has a Facebook page.
THANK YOU FROM THE SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE!

Fellowship Updates — March 2022
Greetings, Epiphanites!! The year is already moving quickly, can you believe Lent begins this
week on March 2 with Ash Wednesday??? Easter will be here before we know it!!!
Thanks to the Fellowship hosts for the month of February, including the Griffith family, the
Stewardship Committee, Clare Smith, and the ever dependable Cookie Bank!
Those who have signed up to host for March are as follows:
Deb Sarvela
Fellowship
Chair

March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

Peter Gimse and Jim Sylwester
Marcia Anderson
The Dwyer family
Jane Terry

Do you have a special event coming up that you would like to celebrate? Consider signing up for
Fellowship the nearest Sunday!
The signup sheet is in the Narthex, or you can call, text, or email me! Or you could bring in pre-packaged snacks
for the Cookie Bank! (Seriously, we’re not that picky!!!) Thank you in advance!
Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com

“The ever
dependable
Cookie Bank!“
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