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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
MAY 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
The month of May this year continues our Eastertide journey of 50 days! I hope that you have
enjoyed seeing the light of the new Paschal Candle as it sits in the chancel area next to the lectern,
representing the presence of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Our scripture readings throughout the Easter season will be taken from the Gospel of John, the Acts
of the Apostles, and the book of Revelation, giving us a broader and deeper understanding of just
who Jesus, the Christ, is. To usher in the month of May and bring us to the Festival of Pentecost on
June 5th, will be a complete liturgy composed by our member, Tim Fink. Twenty-five or so of us
practiced the music of this liturgy throughout Lent, so I am anticipating a solid start to this unique
and enjoyable worship experience. There will be lots of piano music enhanced with an electronically
amplified bass line and accompanied by a tambourine. Of course, clapping will be encouraged to
add to the resurrection joy we are celebrating this Easter season!
Other highlights this month will focus on the social ministry services we support through Lutheran
Social Services of Illinois (LSSI), which will be particularly noted on May 8th (Good Shepherd
Sunday). That afternoon at 5:00 p.m. will be our monthly Jazz Vespers service, featuring four
special musical meditations set within Evening Prayer with a brief homily on select scripture
passages. The following week (May 15th), we will witness the Affirmation of Baptism of four youth
who are completing catechetical instruction. This will be a special day of celebration for the youth,
their families and the congregation!
As I spend time in the building and witness the emergence of Spring on our grounds, I feel
immensely blessed by the care and concern given to our facility over the years by labor and financial
gifts. We have a beautiful setting where we worship our Lord and serve the community. Our
grounds are enjoyed by human neighbors and wildlife alike. Thank you to all who make this such a
cherished and holy place in our community.
Several folks have reached out to me for pastoral care and consultation, which is a joy to my heart.
As your pastor, I consider such moments sacred and know that the Holy Spirit is at work together
through us. I’m open to meeting you wherever and however you feel most comfortable. Simply call
the church office (618-457-2065) or my cell phone (309-648-2994) or email me at
(pastorbrian@elcarb.org) and we will arrange a time together.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Brian
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FOR YOUR CALENDARS
Spring has finally arrived! I hope everyone is enjoying some more time outdoors experiencing the warm
sunshine, without too many allergy-induced sniffles and sneezes! This month will be a
busy one for us at Epiphany. We will celebrate the confirmation of 4 of our young
people on May 15th. Please be sure to join us that Sunday to celebrate this special time.
Additionally, we will have a yard sale benefiting our youth and LSSI on May 21st.
Clean out those closets! They are accepting all treasures, excluding old television sets
and clothing. Your gently used clothing will be welcomed at the thrift store, I am not sure
about the television sets.
We would like you to save the date for the Semi-Annual Congregational meeting on
June 12, following the service.
I am on the hunt for some council members for the coming year. Please see my additional
article below for more information. When I first started attending Epiphany 12 years ago, I
was about the shyest, quietest one of the bunch. If I can do council, YOU CAN TOO!
Trust in the Lord, and all will be well.

Anne Terry
Council President

Peace to you and happy spring,
Anne Terry

HELP WANTED: COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE NEEDED!
We are on the hunt for Epiphany members to join the church council. It isn’t
as scary as it sounds, I promise! Responsibilities for council members include
leading a committee and making a monthly report in writing to the council and
attending a monthly council meeting at church (or by Zoom if necessary).
Council meets one time monthly. Committee activities vary, but most committees
have 2 or 3 big “projects” throughout the year that would need to be coordinated,
but remember that there are lots of people available to help with committee work!
Here are the descriptions of the committees whose chairs are currently going off council:
Christian Education: This committee plans and oversees educational programs for children and adults.
Highlights for this committee include Vacation Bible School in the summertime, as well as Sunday School
and confirmation activities. This chair works closely with the pastor and committee to make all of this
happen. The current chair is Jan Womack, who is a wonderful resource if you have any questions.
Social Ministry: Coordinates an outreach of Christian Compassion and helpfulness to people in need in our
community. Highlights for this committee include “God’s Work our Hands” workday each September, and
the “Transition to Home” program, providing household supplies. The current chair is Mike Langan, who
has done so much with this active committee. If you have a passion for social justice and community
action, this is the committee for you!
Property: Oversees proper maintenance and protection of property. Responsibilities are largely “behind the
scenes” and require organization and the ability to delegate. Being skilled at maintenance projects is not a
requirement! Our current chair is Tim Fink, who is remaining on council and taking over the Worship
Committee. Please feel free to reach out to Tim if you have any questions!
We would love to have one additional member. We may have some shifting around of committee heads with our
current council members, so there will likely be additional availability of committee chairs. If you are interested in
serving at all, please see Pastor Brian, myself, or any member of the council. Thank you for prayerfully considering this opportunity.
In Christ, Anne Terry
Council President
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A REMINDER: THE LATEST COUNCIL DECISION ON WEARING A MASK
Epiphany's Church Council has decided that based on local health data, wearing
masks will no longer be required in the building or during worship as of April
1st. You are encouraged to use your own discretion in deciding if you wish to continue
wearing one or not.

SEMINARY SUPPORT
March Madness Swoosh for Seminaries concluded with a Bang!!! We raised
$2,307 to be split between Lutheran Chicago School of Theology and Wartburg
Seminary, exceeding our goal of $2,000. Our bracket winner was Jim Sylwester
and our “best loser” was Pastor Brian! Thank you all for participating in this
month-long fundraising event.
Deb Sarvela
dsarvela@hotmail.com
Anne Terry
aterry1223@aol.com
Marcia Anderson mandersn@siu.edu

Jim Sylwester
Bracket Winner

Worship and Communion at Epiphany
On Easter Sunday, we returned to serving Holy Communion at the
communion rail. The individual glasses of red wine and white
grape juice are available as well as the pods we have been using.
The common cup will not be offered. Bread is gluten-free and
homemade. We hope that communing at the rail will renew the
meaning that this sacrament brings to us as a community gathered
into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Worship: The Link for the Zoom Service
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom), with sung
liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09
Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799
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APRIL IN REVIEW

It’s April 3 and Gwen Dwyer
knows it’s still two weeks until
Easter, but she is among the first
helpers to start assembling the
“Book In A Basket” Easter gifts.

It’s pretty obvious that it’s Palm Sunday and
Eric Mandat offers Leo Gher a palm as he
joins the gathering outdoors in the parking
lot. Looks like Olise Mandat is providing
excellent supervison

For Mike Langan and Pam Umlauf Brown it was all smiles when the
final count of baskets totaled 100. The congregation really responded
when word got out that only 75 baskets were originally ready and
several more items were needed to reach the goal. Members and
friends responded and the goal was reached for LSSI’s children.

Connor Gulbrandsen leads the congregation
into the church while Margaret Dwyer (at
left) is among the last to carry her palm into
the sanctuary.
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APRIL IN REVIEW

The church appears ready for Easter and the 117
members and friends who will soon gather to hear
the Good News of Jesus resurrection and His amazing love for each of us

Unless you happen to be allergic to lilies, this is always a
beautiful scene each Easter. Those attending the Easter
service truly enjoyed communing at the altar and partaking
of the elements as they had before Covid 19.

Pastor Brian Coffey, Olivia Terry
and Eric Mandat pose for a quick
photo before folks begin arriving
for the 9:30 Easter service.

During the children’s “sermon” Pastor Coffey shares the amazing story of Jesus and His wonderful love for each of them.

6

Epiphany Yard Sale On Saturday, May 21

Epiphany Yard Sale to
Benefit Youth Group and LSSI
Saturday, May 21
Now is the time to purge, pare down your belongings and
simplify your life for two good causes! We will be accepting
everything but old TVs and clothing, though shoes, jewelry
and other accessories are welcome. Please make sure any
small appliances or lamps are in working order before
donating them.

Lori Fink

Items can be brought to the church at any time between now and then. Please
place them back in the Sunday School wing with a note saying "yard sale."
Two classrooms have been reserved for your “treasures.”
I will be there from 3:00 - 5:00 pm the 18th, 19th and 20th organizing and pricing items (and could use a few
volunteers to assist). Donations can also be brought during this time.
Volunteers are needed to work the day of the sale, and help haul leftovers to The Thrift Shop. The hours of
the sale are from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Please email Lori Fink at
blureznite@gmail.com

to volunteer or if you have any questions.

Did You Know?
•

For those of us living in Carbondale:
The City of Carbondale now accepts #5 plastics! Please rinse containers and
remove all lids, caps, or bottle tops. There are so many benefits to recycling – it
reduces waste sent to landfills, saves energy, conserves natural resources, and so
much more! Place them in the blue bins just like #1 and #2 plastic items.

From United Methodist’s Creation Justice Tips:
•

•

[A very] effective action for addressing climate change, according to Project
Drawdown, is avoiding and dealing with food waste. Everyone can do something about food waste! Plan meals, shop with a list, organize the fridge to see
“use-me-first items” before they perish, use up leftovers, and compost.
You head outdoors, gathering with friends. It’s a party—lots of
people, including kids, having a good time! Go ahead and use those
plastic cups if you have some on hand. No worries about broken
glass, just put out a bin, labeled “Cups Only.” Afterwards, wash the
cups for reuse on another occasion.

Roland Person
Representing the
Green Team
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Stewardship Committee Presents: Good Shepherd Month!
The Stewardship Committee is kicking off Good
Shepherd Month on Good Shepherd Sunday (also
Mother’s Day), May 8! We are hosting the fellowship that day and look forward to sharing with everyone all of the wonderful services Lutheran Social
Services of Illinois provides. This month will allow you
to explore LSSI’s programs and learn more about why we support this agency.
Please join us on Sunday, May 8, as we kick off Good Shepherd Month!
May 8 – Temple Talk with Lynn Smith re: LSSI in southern Illinois
Fellowship time with more information about services and how to donate

Clare Smith
Stewardship
Committee

May 22 –Temple Talk with Marcia Anderson re: Prisoner and Family Services: Employment
Skills School
May 29 – Temple Talk with Clare Smith re: What’s LSSI?
I thought it was called Lutheran.
Pancake Brunch after church with more
information about services, how to participate,
and how to donate.

Hi to all at Epiphany From Marilyn Starkey
I just wanted to update everyone that I had an appointment in St Louis last week to see
Dr. Chakinala, my lung doctor, and I got a wonderful report. The results were great - I
walked 1060 feet - 100 feet farther than I had in January. I know that is not miles like
many of you are able to do, but when I left the hospital in October, I was only walking
300 feet. So, I have almost quadrupled my distance.
My echocardiogram (where they put the gooey stuff on your chest) was also markedly
improved from last September 2021 when I was first seen. Yeah!

Marilyn
Starkey

My labs were also better and not showing heart failure! Yeah! I do have some anemia
but we can work on that.
I can also stop taking a pill for heart arrhythmias - Yeah!

I also get to reduce my oxygen assistance so you will start to see me at church without my oxygen, but I will
have it in the car to drive with it. Have to be safe. I can have it off for 2-5 hours a day as I tolerate it. But I
still need to sleep with it.
I also have to thank Skip, my husband for 45 years, for all the help, support and encouragement that he has
given me this past year. Without him, life would not have been possible at times this last year. Also, God
has made it all possible, as well as all the prayers by all the prayer warriors at Epiphany.
Thank you all so much.
Marilyn Starkey
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LSSI Presents a Spring Fling Event on May 12
The Women’s Network of Lutheran Social Services of
Illinois (LSSI) presents its annual Spring Fling fundraising event on May 12, 2022, at 6 p.m. Join Global
Chef Jessica Dawson—Cooking Instructor and Former America’s Test Kitchen Host—for a virtual cooking
class!
Pour yourself a glass of wine, and cook a meal with
friends and family from anywhere or just enjoy the
show. Chef Jessica will teach you how to make a professional four-course meal with impressive, delicious dishes.
Once registered, you will receive the ingredient list a week before the event, as well as a special key ingredient sent to your home. Tickets are $40. Sponsorships are available. All proceeds will support
LSSI’s Therapeutic Foster Care Program. Learn more and register at:
LSSI.org/SpringFling.

Jazz Vespers on Sunday, May 8
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Once Again: A Thank You and an Opportunity and a Challenge
Just last week Carbondale area sponsor circles welcomed the first three Afghan
refugee households to our community. The application of a fourth local (Murphysboro)
sponsor circle has been approved, and they are now waiting to be matched with a refugee
family. Also, recently it was announced that a closely comparable sponsor circle
structure and procedures will be employed to help bring Ukrainian refugees, who are
fleeing the war there, into the United States. Efforts by the Carbondale Area Interfaith
Refugee Support group [CAIRS] continue, in hopes of growing the local sponsor circle
network, so that more of these people who are seeking a safe place to carry on with their
lives may find a welcoming refuge here.

Mike Langan
Social Ministry

To help outfit these new arrivals, the CAIRS group welcomes donations of furniture and has
obtained space where donations can be securely stored. If you have items to donate, these would be
much appreciated. However, please understand, that CAIRS cannot accept used mattresses and
bedsprings, used clothing, furniture and furnishings in disrepair, or anything perishable.
New mattresses, of course, would be accepted gratefully, but best if they arrive plastic-wrapped for safe and
clean storage. The CAIRS storage space is located in the University Mall. To arrange a time to drop off
your donations, please contact Mr. Michael McCormick at: mmccor49@aol.com.
As was mentioned in an earlier eHappenings email, CAIRS is hoping to become a primary resource/
clearinghouse for all things sponsor circle-related in the Carbondale area. They hope to have experts
available for guidance across a broad range of issues, such as housing, language/communication,
employment, public benefits, education, etc. They also are working to assemble a standing list of
volunteers who are ready and willing to help with needed support, such as providing transportation. These
volunteers are people who are not designated "members'' of the 5-person support circle group but simply
would like to assist their efforts in some way, if possible. CAIRS' plan is for these volunteers to submit an
application to CAIRS (different from the sponsor circle application to the federal government) and have a
background check completed. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please contact Ms. Cheryl
Barnett at: cheryl.l.barnett@gmail.com.
_______________________________________________________
On May 23rd, there will be a Ralph Anderson Interfaith Dialogue which will include information and
discussion about the Parliament of the World's Religions. This Dialogue event will be conducted at the
Newman Center and facilitated by the Carbondale Public Library in a hybrid format (in-person physical
attendance, with a zoom option). More information should soon be available on the library website. The
next gathering of the Parliament of the World's Religions will be held in August of 2024 at McCormick
Place, in Chicago, providing a potentially easier alternative for southern Illinoisans to attend, as the next
subsequent gathering will be in Scotland.
If you are interested in attending the next gathering of the Parliament, an early-registration group rate is
available, which represents a substantial reduction in the cost. To find out more about this, please contact
Fr. Bob Flannery at: rbflan@clearwave.com.
_______________________________________________________
We have yet to receive any notice of decision on our application for a grant from the Central/Southern
Illinois Synod, to help with Epiphany's commitment to the Sparrow Coalition's Shelter to Home program.

THANK YOU FROM THE SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE!
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Hunger “Mini Sales”
Church Women United is once again holding “mini sales” each month during the spring
and summer. These are in lieu of the huge hunger sales that CWU has held annually for
many years, pre-pandemic. Our first sale was held on April 23, and we made over $500,
so we are off to a good start. Many thanks to those who shopped and provided baked
items. Dorothy McDaniel’s “octopus cake” was a big hit!
Items for sale this year will include plants, baked goods,
jewelry, handmade greeting cards, some “nicer items,” small
furniture, toys, and a bargain table. Please get in touch with
Nan Gher about making donations. No clothing, please.
Nan Gher

And come and shop! All proceeds go to agencies serving
hunger needs locally. The next date for the Mini Sale hasn’t been established
yet (it’s complicated), but you will receive advance notice.
First Christian Church patio. (306 W. Monroe Street, Carbondale)
Dates are to be arranged.
Nan Gher
618-203-1121
nangher43@gmail.com

Fellowship Updates — May 2022
It is finally May and Spring is here! I think the beauty of this time of year is totally worth
dealing with my seasonal allergies. Fellowship was brought to you during April by the
Worship Committee-Seminary Support Subcommittee, the Cookie Bank, and our wonderful
Fellowship Committee for a spectacular Easter Brunch (the first since 2019)! It was a much
-needed time of conversation and love. I thank all those who contributed to this feast!
Those who have signed up to host for May are as follows:
May 1
David and Elaine Melby
Deb Sarvela
May 8
Stewardship Committee
Fellowship
May 15
Fellowship Committee for Confirmands
Chair
May 22
_____________________
May 29
_____________________
Consider hosting fellowship! The signup sheet for Fellowship is now in the binder on Olise’s desk in the
Business Manager’s office, or you can call, text, or email me. (Or you could even bring in pre-packaged
snacks for the Cookie Bank!) Thanks for your consideration!!!
Deb Sarvela, Fellowship Chair, 618-303-7178 dsarvela@hotmail.com
It may not have been the feeding of the 5,000, but it looked
like the Fellowship Committee was well-prepared with more
than enough food to serve on Easter Sunday. Here Lori Fink
and Deb Sarvela prepare for the 117 folks who are singing
the final Easter hymn before entering the Fellowship Hall.
Of course, all the kids are anxious to get started on the
important part of the Easter breakfast, finding the hidden
plastic eggs that have the “healthy and nutritious candy”
tucked inside.
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Virginia "Ginny" Mead — Former Epiphany Member
Virginia "Ginny" Mead passed away in her home on April 18, 2022 in Oro Valley,
Arizona, surrounded by her family.
Ginny (nee Potter) was born August 21, 1954, in Warren, Pennsylvania to Helen and
James Potter. She is survived by her husband John; brothers: Tom and Bill Potter;
her children and their spouses: Chris (Cherise) and Carolyn (Benjamin); grandson
Calvin; and many loving members of her extended family.
A Carbondale resident for more than 20 years, Ginny had a strong dedication to
family, church, and music. She was a member of Epiphany Lutheran Church where
she sang in the choir. She played clarinet in the Southern Illinois Concert Band.
She also worked at Unity Point school, Jamestown Management, and SIU's Department of Curriculum and Instruction.

For Those Who Remember Ginny And Her Family:

Ginny Mead
August 21, 1954April 18, 2022

A Request

We would like to put together a newsletter piece next month remembering Ginny Mead and her
family at Epiphany over the twenty years that she and John and their children, Chris and Carolyn,
were living in Carbondale. Because the Meads were such a vital part of the Epiphany family, we
hope that many of you who remember Ginny and family would like to share some of those memories so that newer members might experience some of the joy and fun that Ginny, John, Chris, and
Carolyn provided while part of Epiphany and our mission. If you have stories or just comments
about the Mead family's life with us during those twenty years, please contact/send them (plus
photos if you have them) to either Jim Womack (JWomack473@aol.com) or Lynn Smith
(lynncsmith42@gmail.com) before the deadline for the June Epiphany newsletter.
Many thanks for your help with this "project"!
Lynn Smith

Happy Birthday To These Folks!
Cory Newman

May 8

Susan Bausch

May 14

Arianna Williams

May 9

Joe Cheatwood May 20

Elena Newman

May 11

Linda Grace

May 30

Sarah Cook

May 13

Ella Hanson

May 31
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Jim Womack
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Marcia Anderson
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Anne Terry
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Mike Langan
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Clare Smith
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