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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
October 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
Welcome to October and the season of Fall! This will be my first
time living in Carbondale at this time of the year, so I am looking
forward to driving through the countryside and hiking in the forest
to see the trees changing colors.
Change is an ever-present dynamic in our lives as we know.
Some families in our congregation have experienced quite
challenging, disruptive, and unwelcome changes in the past
month. Catastrophic natural disasters have devastated lands
and properties around the world on an unfathomable scale.
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We know from our own experience as a worshipping community that
societal change has shaped the ways in which people engage in traditional church life including worship,
event participation, service in various ministries, etc. This extends to secular community events as well such
as service organizations, and entertainment venues that depend on season ticket sales. The pandemic has
been blamed for much of the disruption in our patterns of life, but many researchers and observers believe
that the coronavirus pandemic simply accelerated trends that were already in motion in our culture.
Your church council has been discussing these matters as a follow-up to the Synod Assembly, which
challenged congregations to consider the ways in which God is working to renew the Church during these
changing times. There’s clearly no single or simple way to address such complex social dynamics. In one
way, this is overwhelming and potentially frightening. In another way, it’s incredibly freeing to consider the
possibilities that become available in the face of unprecedented change.
On Sept. 18th, the council members devoted several hours together to discuss what is working well here at
Epiphany and what opportunities we see for improvement, with an eye toward the future. What we came
away with was a sense that it’s important for us to do a better job of engaging people younger than
their mid-50s. This particular demographic, which includes many families with children, is under-represented
in our congregational leadership, worship life and ministry participation.

Rather than hypothesizing why or talking about the way people used to live in previous decades, we decided
that it’s important to engage with people directly to see how we, as a faith community, can help enrich them in
their Christian walk. Exactly how we will engage and what the outcomes will be are unknown. However, we
are asking the congregation to join the council members in prayer about these things, beseeching the Holy
Spirit to show us the way. Our goal is to reach out, get feedback from the “mid-fifties and under demographic” and implement some form of meaningful change before year-end that they will find worthwhile and nourishing to their Christian faith.
One thing to recognize is that courageous, effective, adaptive change is generally an iterative process that
involves prototypes, trials, and errors, learning from successes and failures, and continuing forward towards a
meaningful result. Not everyone is comfortable with this kind of process, but it has
(Continued)
proven to be effective in different types of organizations from businesses to
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(continued)

non-profits to churches. As we go along, we will learn together and support one another. After all, we are the
baptized body of Christ - commissioned to serve and grow in this particular place and at this particular time.
We all have something to contribute to God’s mission, so it’s essential to provide ways for all of the members of
the body to fully participate. In that way we will be whole – and wholesome – nourishing one another and the
community at large with the Word of God incarnate – Jesus Christ, our living and ascended Lord and Savior.
Serving together with you,
Pastor Brian

Last “Pop-up” Hunger Sale of the Year on October 1, 8:00 to 12 Noon

Nan GherChurch Women
United

That’s right. Tomorrow (Saturday, October 1)
will be the date of Church Women United’s last
pop-up hunger sale until spring of 2023. We
have stockpiled a lot of lovely Christmas decor, if
you feel like freshening up your tired old wreaths
and Santas! It’s fun to browse, and you never
know what treasure you will find. All the money
raised at these sales will go directly to local
agencies dealing with hunger issues.

Baked goods always sell well. Hope to see you
at First Christian Church, 306 W. Monroe St. in Carbondale
on October 1, 8:00-12:00.

Holy Communion Opportunities
A number of times recently, Pastor Brian has held both impromptu and scheduled Holy
Communion at church for individuals, families, or gatherings of members in either the narthex or the
sanctuary. Typically, the service is 10 minutes or less in length, with prayers for the needs of the
participants and a brief order for Holy Communion. Occasionally, someone has offered to play
music to sing a song together. Participants
have found this to be a very meaningful
experience.
If this opportunity for spiritual refreshment
at the table of our Lord appeals to you,
either let Pastor Brian know when you are
in the building or text/call and schedule a
time. His cell phone number is:
309-648-2994 (text or call).
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Happy Fall, Epiphany Friends!
I hope you all are enjoying this beautiful weather as much as I am. Fall always brings a
feeling of renewal for me, as a child of school teachers and a former teacher myself. I
always begin to think about plans for the coming “year” and begin to set some goals for
myself, both personally and professionally.
This month your council met for a retreat on September 18. We talked about all the
things going well at Epiphany, many of which have to do with the beautiful community we
have here in our church. We also discussed some opportunities for growth, renewal, and
planning. We are planning for some changes in the coming month, nothing drastic but all
of which come from a sincere desire to make Epiphany a welcoming and faith-enriching
place for everyone.

Anne Terry
Council President

As I write I am listening to a song by Matthew West, entitled “Do Something.” The second verse, in part,
states the following: “I’m so tired of talking about how we are God’s hands and feet. But it’s easier to say
than to be. Live like angels of apathy who tell ourselves, ‘It’s all right, somebody else will do something’.”
In another verse, he sings that God’s answer is, “I did, I created YOU.”
If your family is like mine, many conversations occur around the dinner table or over a glass of coffee
(okay, maybe a glass of wine).
We discuss what is going on in our lives, at work, and at
church.

Many opinions are shared, and sometimes we have ideas like “Someone should do blah blah” or “I wish
THEY would…”. Sometimes the ideas are great, but they rarely get implemented.

I sincerely want you to know that your voice is important to us as a council. We want you to feel heard and
we truly desire to see you in worship and congregational life. You have many ways to make your voice
heard (Do Something):

•

Join a committee in a traditional way. There are committees that meet regularly and others that meet
more informally. Whatever your interest is, there is likely a committee that would be a good fit for you.
Bring your ideas forward and make your voice heard.

•

Help with a project—there are several shorter-term projects that always require help. Watch your newsletters, bulletins, and weekly E-Happenings for opportunities to step up.

•

Serve on your council. It is a three-year commitment, and I can tell you that it can be an enriching way
to truly have an impact on the life of our congregation.

In the coming months, there will be opportunities to “Do Something.” I encourage all of you to challenge
yourselves to hear God’s voice and call!
In Christ,
Anne Terry
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Pastor Gerald Kissell
Dear Friends in Christ,
It is with deep sorrow that I share with
you that Pastor Gerald Kissell
passed away on Monday evening,
September 26. He and Ruth had
the company of family and fellow
Epiphany members with them at the
time of his passing. Please keep
Ruth and the rest of the Kissell
family in your prayers.

Details on services will follow in the
next few days.
Ruth, Ann, and Paul express their
thanks to the members and friends of
Epiphany for the many cards, flowers,
visits and prayers provided during “Pastor Jerry’s”
hospice care.

Pastor Gerald and Ruth Kissell

Ruth especially appreciates visits in her new room #402 at Parkway Manor in Marion as she continues
to recuperate from a broken pelvis. Cards can be sent to her at Parkway Manor, Room 402
3116 Williamson County Parkway, Marion, IL 62959
Peace.
Pastor Brian

“Youth Retreat November 18—20th”
The Carlinville Retreat is back! The
Synod-wide middle & high school
youth event at Lake Williamson will be
held this year from November 18-20.
The theme is “Hold Us Together”
and will feature times for small group
mixers, worship, service projects, and
lots of games!
Registration information to come
soon, so mark your calendars.
Interested youth, please contact
Pastor Brian 309-648-2994.
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APhotos
Thank You
To Epiphany
Folks
of Epiphany
Activities

Recognize any of these SIU football fans “tailgating” on behalf of Epiphany? They were very busy during
Family Weekend giving away hotdogs, snacks and cookies to hungry students (along with information
about Epiphany). They plan to do it again and offer more hotdogs next time. (L to R) Pastor Brian
Coffey, Connie Pavlovich, Elaine and David Melby, Rachel Price, and Trish Welch. Thank you for
serving lunch and securing an SIU victory!

Month after month and year after year Jan Radtke has created attractive bulletin boards on the south wall of the
Fellowship Hall. Jan always had her husband, Bob, to help her with hard to reach high parts, but she learned to
manage with a small step stool after his passing. Thank you, Jan, for your faithful service for 20 years. (Photo by
Pastor Brian Coffey)
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Photos of Activities at Redeemer Lutheran in Marion
On Sunday, September 25, Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Marion hosted congregations of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod as
they gathered to celebrate cultures, food and
music from around the world!
Here Oluwaseun Ola (or just “Ola”) talks with
one of the participants about his home country of
Nigeria. Ola is a graduate student at Southern
Illinois University working on a doctoral degree in
agricultural studies. During the closing service Ola
read a passage from the book of Revelation.

Using a map that Tim Fink had prepared
for worship services at Epiphany, the
members placed lighted candles on
locations around the world and could
then pray for the people of that region or
country. Here Pastor Marlin Otte, former
pastor at Redeemer Lutheran, along with
The Rev. Dr. S. John Roth, Bishop of the
Central/Southern Illinois Synod, each
lights his candle and places it on the world
map.

Photos by Cory Newman and Pastor Brian Coffey.

This part of the service, “Healing of the Nations,” marked
the conclusion of the afternoon’s programs, activities, music
and worship. The members at Redeemer Lutheran and
other congregations provided a wonderful variety of foods
from around the world. All were interesting, most were
“mild,” but one in particular had a bit of seasoning that a few
folks found hotter the longer you kept tasting.
There were about 50 people from various congregations in
the Conference who visited information booths featuring
displays, dance, music, a global music workshop and an
exercise to show what it’s like for women to carry 40 lbs of
water in Africa in places needing wells.
On Sunday anyone could “volunteer” to carry 40 lbs of
water around the church building, but let’s just say that in
Africa the women make it look a lot easier than it is.
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Thank You from Liberian Student Jesse King, Jr. and His Parents

Jesse’s parents: Pastor Jesse
Sr. and Mabel King
2015 photo taken in Minneapolis, MN

Jesse King Jr., his father, Rev. Jesse Sr.
and mother Mabel King each extend their
warmest greetings and profound thanks to all
who contributed to Jesse’s fall tuition costs
at Cuttington University in Liberia. Pastor
Jesse is still in need of prayers to secure his
visa to complete his PhD studies at Luther
Seminary in Minnesota. Using his previous
graduate degree, he is working to establish
the first Lutheran Seminary in Liberia along
with being a parish pastor. Jesse Jr. will
eventually attend medical school, so future
support will be appreciated as well.

Jesse King, Jr.

More Suggestions From Our Methodist Friends
From United Methodist Creation Justice Tips for October:
A revered spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama reminds us, “Just as ripples spread
out when a single pebble is dropped into water, the actions of individuals can
have far-reaching effects.” Individual action matters, especially if you talk
about it. Your example, your words are rippling out and inspiring others to act
for creation justice.
As election season heats up, remember that the planet is also heating up.
Scrutinize candidates for their stand on dealing with climate change and
the injustices done to so many people. Do your homework at all levels of
government — federal, state, and local. Vote your values.

Roland Person

Manufacturing just one Styrofoam cup demands ten times the amount of
water used to wash just one reusable cup. Switch to washable cups at
home, at work, and at church. Use your own cup if you regularly purchase
coffee. Tell the barista no thanks to single-use foam.
Jesus has told us that we are to care for the “least of these who are members of [Christ’s] family.”
(Matthew 25:40). Working to ameliorate climate change recognizes that people like Jesus
described, those with few resources or connections, will suffer the most from the ravages that are
more and more evident. Jesus calls us to care for humanity and to work for climate justice.
Roland — for the Epiphany “Green Team”
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JAZZ VESPERS: 5:00 PM ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2022

TIME TO CELEBRATE!

October

5

Loren Cook

October

20 Chance Duringer

October

8

Kelsey Putz

October

20 Savannah Duringer

October

9

Jenna Griffith

October

24 Patrick Seger

October

12 Lezlie Terry

October

24 Al Terry

October

13 Sydney Cook

October

25 Fred Wood

October

19 Jessica Dwyer

October

30 Jim Pavlovich

October

19 Joe Scimeca

October 22
Amy and Dave Duringer

October 29
Karen and Bill Jezierski
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Worship: The Link for the Zoom Service
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom),
with sung liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09

Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799

Fellowship Updates — October 2022
Many thanks to our Fellowship hosts for the month of September, including Chuck Frank and Ginny
Solverson, Anne Terry in honor of Jane’s birthday, Jim Sylwester and Peter Gimse, and the
Dwyer family for WELCA.
With the passing of our dear friend and pastor, Gerald Kissell, Fellowship will be available to assist the
family as they work through this process and determine their needs.
I plan to schedule a Fellowship Committee organizational meeting in October or November. I will
be sending out an email to those who have assisted with hosting Fellowship, and those who indicated
they would be willing to support Fellowship on their Time/Talent sheets. If you don’t receive an email
in the next couple of weeks and would like to participate in this organizational meeting, please reach
out to me. We will be looking for ideas/activities to expand Fellowship and also coordinate with other
committees. Be thinking of opportunities to reach out and gather us in!
WELCA is active again and supporting Fellowship, yay WELCA! Our Hosts for the months of October
and November are as follows:
October 2 — The Stewardship Committee honoring LSSI
October 9 — The Evangelism Committee for Global Missions
October 16October 23 — Anne Terry for WELCA in honor of Al’s and Pastor Brian’s birthdays
October 30November 6November 13November 20 — Trish Welch and Rachel Price for WELCA
November 27Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com

Deb Sarvela
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No Surprise — Social Ministry Is Staying Busy With Your Help!
Spirit of Christmas!

This year, as in years past, the Spirit of Christmas is alive and well here at Epiphany
even as early as October! This month begins our fundraising effort which supports the
Carbondale Interfaith Council (CIC). CIC, in turn, distributes these funds to to various
participating agencies to help families and individuals to purchase Christmas gifts for their
households. The project begins on October 2nd and ends on November 13th.
Last year, Epiphany had a fundraising goal of $2,150. Like many other congregations, we surpassed this goal and contributed $4,315 to the project. The combined
total of funds raised by all participating faith communities exceeded $35,000. This year
we would like to increase Epiphany's minimum target to $2,400. A graphic will be posted
in the Fellowship Hall to keep you updated on our progress toward our goal.

Cory Newman
Social Ministry
Committee

If you would like to contribute to the Spirit of Christmas campaign, you may write a check
to Epiphany Lutheran Church and be sure to put Spirit of Christmas on the memo line.
You may also visit the Epiphany Lutheran Church website and follow the "Giving" tab to Vanco. There is a
“tile” to give to the Spirit of Christmas project.
A special thank you to Mike and Carolyn Langan for coordinating this event and to each of you for
your generous support!

Good Samaritan Food Pantry
Thank you to all those who have been donating food for the
food pantry! We are making one last big push to collect the
following items: 1 pound boxes of pasta, Macaroni and
Cheese, Tuna Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes, other dry
side dish products, and canned goods. As a reminder,
please refrain from donating anything in glass or items larger
than 1 pound boxes of pasta.

Good Samaritan Donations
A report from Nan Gher
Do you remember that Big Blue Box in the fellowship hall?
It is another giving opportunity at Epiphany Lutheran
Church! Traditionally, we have all collected our travel
samples of hygiene items and donated them to Good Sam.
Those are still much appreciated, but since we are all being
more “green,” these donations have slowed down a bit.
So, when you are shopping, feel free to pick up an extra
shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, etc.
Ask your dentist for some samples. As winter weather
approaches, there is a great need for chap sticks.
Gently used bath towels are always needed.
Thanks to all of you for your gracious generosity,
and remember to

The Big Blue Box

GET ONE FOR THE BIG BLUE BOX!
(Continued)
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No Surprise — Social Ministry Is Staying Busy With Your Help!

(Continued)

The Shelter to Home Project

Carolyn Langan provided this information regarding the Shelter to Home Project:
We have been informed that in the past two months 6 family units have transitioned from a shelter to a more
permanent home. Thanks be to God! Six "Bathroom part 1" baskets are being delivered to the Warming
Center's storage room, and we are in the process of assembling more. Currently, the costs of assembling
these baskets are being covered by the generous grant from our Synod.
We also have been advised that families who are establishing their new homes are in need of small
appliances such as microwaves, coffee makers, toasters, crock pots, and toaster ovens. Many families
also need kitchen tables and chairs, televisions, lamps, dressers, end tables, and night stands.
If you have any of these items that you would be interested in donating, please contact Mike and
Carolyn Langan (cmlangan56@gmail.com) and they will be happy to facilitate getting your donation to the
Warming Center. Another option is to call the Carbondale Warming Center at 314 312-2539.
(Photos submitted by Cory Newman)

News From the Office
If you do not receive Epiphany’s weekly eHappenings, please tell Olise Mandat or email
business@elcarb.org and we will use an alternate email form so that you may stay up to date
with Epiphany events.

Calendar

Saturday, October 1
• 8:00 am - 12:00 noon -- Hunger Sale by Church Women United, First Christian Church,
306 W Monroe Street
Sunday, October 2
• 8:30 am - Sunday school
• 9:30 am - Worship (in person and Zoom)
• 9:30 am - LGBTQIA Affirming Worship Service at First Presbyterian Church, Carbondale
• 11:00 am - Confirmation instruction
• 11:00 am - LSSI Thank You presentation Molly Arnoldt from LSSI will be participating in worship
and providing a “thank you” talk from LSSI during the fellowship time following worship
Saturday, October 8
• 3:00 to 5:00 pm -- Gospel Concert, Pleasant Hill Christian Church
Sunday, October 9 -- Global Missions Sunday
• 8:30 am - Sunday school
• 9:30 am - Worship (in person and Zoom)
• 11:00 am - Confirmation instruction
• 5:00 pm - Jazz Vespers
Sunday, October 30 — Reformation Sunday
• 8:30 am - Sunday school
• 9:30 am - Worship (in person and Zoom)
• 11:00 am - Confirmation instruction
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An Open Letter to Members and Friends at Epiphany From Anne Langdji
If you have seen the bulletin board next to the exit door in the Fellowship Hall, you may have read about
Anne and her husband, Willie, and seen their photo. We are helping to support them in
their missionary work in Africa. You will be hearing more about their very important
work from our Evangelism Committee as we contribute this month to our “change for
change” jars.
Here is Anne’s letter to us.

Dear Friends at Epiphany Lutheran,
We give thanks for you and the ministries you are involved in, locally and globally. As missionaries serving
with the ELCA, we are called to represent you and be present in our church to church relationships with the
Lutheran churches in many countries in West and Central Africa. These churches are found in several
countries from Senegal at the western-most point of the continent, to the Central African Republic, which is
just to the east of the country where we live, Cameroon.
As Regional Representatives, we are part of the Continental Africa Team, and don’t work directly in the
community, but have a role one of our friends described as “church diplomat,” in the sense of sharing and
communicating and working together. Generally this means that both Willie and Anne relate to the leaders
(presiding bishops or presidents, depending on the national church) of our companion churches in the
regions, assisting with communication with companion synod bishops in the US and Canada, presenting
the opportunities we provide for scholarship support for leadership development in the churches or grants
to programs and ministries, and being present for important celebrations or gatherings, for example.
In the next couple weeks, I (Anne) will travel to attend the partners consultation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Cameroon at their headquarters, a 14 hour drive from where we live. The church has invited
other international partners and holds this meeting every two years to share about its life and plans for the
future and how we all continue to walk together to share the Good News of Jesus here and around the
world. This year one of the participants will be the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Central African
Republic as the two churches share a common early history dating back 99 years to the arrival of the first
missionaries in this region. Celebrations are being planned here, as well as in the US and Norway, where
the first missionaries came from. We both have been involved in planning in the US for this centennial, as a
group of former missionaries and companion synods of these two churches are organizing.
Another example of our work includes visits to programs of companion churches. Willie, my husband, is
preparing to travel to The Gambia, in the western part of the region, to visit the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in The Gambia, and in particular to visit sites of flooding. The ELCA has provided support through
Lutheran Disaster Response to assist with the rebuilding of schools built by the church which were
damaged during the flooding. At the same time he will see programs that are supported by World Hunger,
and others, importantly through grants provided with our regular benevolence giving.
We provide these two examples to give you an idea of our work and the roles we play on your behalf in this
region. Your siblings in Christ and the communities served by our companions are grateful for your support
and commitment.
Peace,
Anne
Anne Ruedisili Langdji
Regional Representative - West and Central Africa
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Service & Justice Home Area
B.P. 2209 Messa Yaounde, Cameroon
+237 699 50 38 80 (GMT +1)
www.elca.org
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Rachel Brown Shares Her Wedding Joy With Members and Friends of Epiphany

Hello Epiphany family,
I am pleased to share a pretty big life update with you: I recently married Jon, my lovely
partner of 10 years. We were blessed to have a beautiful wedding day, surrounded by loved
ones from near and far. Please enjoy a recap of the day in our wedding announcement.
Should you want to reach out, my email is rachel.anjali@gmail.com.
Our mailing address is
Rachel Brown/Jon Mercuri
2710 Crosby Ave
Pittsburgh PA 15216
Thank you to the many wonderful folks at Epiphany for supporting me throughout my
childhood and into adulthood. I'm so grateful for my Carbondale church, and look
forward to visiting again soon.
Cheers,
Rachel

Rachel Anjali Brown and Jonathan Ronald Mercuri were recently wedded in an outdoor ceremony in Volant, Pennsylvania. Ms. Brown, 30, who grew up in Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania, is
Member Growth Content Manager with Headspace, an online company specializing in meditation
headquartered in Santa Monica, California. Mr. Mercuri, 30, originally of Pottsville, Pennsylvania,
is the Owner of Mercuri Creative Solutions, Pittsburgh, and works as a Creative Director with
Lighthouse Creative, an advertising agency there.
Rachel is the daughter of Joan Sunita Peacock of Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania, Professor
of English, Slippery Rock University, and Philip Brown of Carbondale, Illinois, Professor Emeritus
of Double Bass and Jazz Studies, Southern Illinois University. Rachel's maternal grandparents
were Nirmala and John Peacock of Kolkata, India. Her paternal grandparents were Harriet and
David Brown of Amarillo, Texas.
Jonathan is the son of Joanne and Ronald Mercuri of Pottsville, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Mercuri
is a retired elementary school teacher with the Pottsville Area School District, and Mr. Mercuri is
the retired Postmaster with the U S Postal Service in Pottsville. Jonathan's maternal grandparents
were Eva and Joseph Kubyeka of Mahanoy Plane, Pennsylvania. His paternal grandparents are
Maria and John Mercuri of Pottsville.
Ms. Brown and Mr. Mercuri both hold Bachelor of Arts degrees in Communications from
Pennsylvania State University. Her emphasis was Public Relations, with minors in Political Science, International Relations, and Spanish. His was Advertising, with a minor in Sociology.
(Continued)
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Rachel Brown Shares Her Wedding Joy With Members and Friends of Epiphany

The wedding was held at 4:00 pm on Saturday, September 10. 2022, at Willowbrook Weddings.
With almost 150 guests looking on and near perfect weather—breezy, sunny, and almost 80
degrees—the ceremony took place outside under a large weeping willow tree. Officiating the ceremony was Chris Repp, Pastor of Grace Lutheran Church (ELCA), Champaign, Illinois. A reception
and dinner followed in the adjacent patio and barn. Of note is that the tagline for the wedding was
“A Decade of Love,” and with both decorations and garb, Rachel and Jon celebrated their favorite
era—the 1970s.
The main wedding party comprised the matron of honor, Kyah Hawk of Chicago, the maid
of honor, Pearl Steinberg of New York, and best men, Zachary Serrano of Philadelphia, and Ben
Griffiths of Union City, New Jersey. The extended wedding party—a retinue of more than 30 supporting best people: close friends and colleagues—included Dara Weaver-Holmes of Carbondale,
Illinois; Sara Kosuth of Roanoke, Virginia (originally Carbondale); Andrew Repp of Chicago,
Illinois; James Repp of St Louis, Missouri, and Marian Repp of Scarborough, England. Jon’s niece,
Aviana Gettel, was the flower child.
In Indian wedding tradition, the
bride’s hands and feet were intricately
decorated with mehndi—a temporary
form of body art done with henna dye.
This set off a stunning white form-fitting
gown covered in a detailed pattern that
resembled peacock feathers, and small
embroidered pearls that traced the neckline—all designed by Grace + Ivory. She
carried a spectacular bouquet created by
Haley French of Brynhill Flower Farm.
It featured assorted flowers dotted with
seasonal western Pennsylvanian
varieties and colorful dahlias grown by
Ms. French. The jubilant bridegroom
wore a striking plum velvet suit by Indochino, a fresh boutonniere also created
and grown by Ms. French, and stylish
black socks with gold shimmers.

The couple is deferring their honeymoon to next year when they will have more time to travel.
Meanwhile, they have made their home in Pittsburgh, where not long ago, they purchased a house
in the Dormont neighborhood. Rachel and Jon continue to enjoy life in Pennsylvania where they
spend most of their time working from home, gardening, exploring the city, discovering new dining
spots, and hosting dinner parties with friends.
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