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EPIPHANY STAR
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Carbondale, Illinois
September 2022

Pastor Brian Coffey

Notes from the Pastor
My monthly reflections to date have addressed random (and hopefully interesting) topics about ministry and our
congregational life. This month, with permission from the Church Council, I want to focus on a particular need
for an undergraduate student who is the son of a seminary colleague of mine, a native of Liberia.
The student is Jesse King, Jr. He is a Biology major with Chemistry minor at Cuttington
University, Suakoko, in Bong County with plans to become a physician. He is a
“straight A” student in all of his courses. He needs $1,500 (USD) to cover the entire
cost of the Fall Semester expenses at the university. Jesse Jr. and his family are
special to me because I first met his father, Rev. Jesse Sr. and mother, Mabel, when I
was a student at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN in 2015. I learned from Jesse and
Mabel that they have dedicated their entire working lives (30+ years) to rural ministry
and nursing in their native Liberia. This has meant living and serving in poverty while
raising a family of four children whom they
have gradually been sending to college to
become teachers and leaders in their
community in Liberia, which was devastatJesse King, Jr.
ed by civil war into the 1990s. Jesse and
Mabel have been on the front lines of rebuilding their nation.
Mabel lost four nursing colleagues to Ebola in the clinic where
she works. Jesse has trained large numbers of lay evangelists in
addition to serving in parish ministry. He’s also in the process
of establishing the first Lutheran Seminary in Liberia using the
education that he has received from Luther Seminary. This subJesse’s parents: Pastor Jesse Sr.
stantial work to build an educational legacy for the people of
and Mabel King
Liberia is unfortunately uncompensated.
2015 photo taken in Minneapolis, MN

Pastor Jesse Sr. asked me personally as his friend and colleague
to help raise funds for his son’s education. This is something which I have done in the past for his son
Cornelius, who began as a High School Biology teacher and is now a principal for an International High School
in central Monrovia, while also working on a Master’s degree. I have been humbled by the courage and faithfulness of this Christian family as they have dedicated their lives to rebuilding a nation so torn by violence and
disease.
I have worshipped via Zoom in a Liberian church building in Monrovia alive with singing, preaching and praising
our Lord and Savior – a building that once held the mutilated bodies of 600 women, children and men massacred there in 1990 during the civil war. Pastor Jesse and Mabel have made a difference in the lives of many
through their life’s work and have instilled that same ethic in their children for the next generation of Liberians.
Please consider joining me in contributing to Jesse Jr.’s university expenses. Because moving money to Africa
is a time consuming, expensive and difficult task, an ELCA Pastor from Jesse’s place of worship as a student
in Minneapolis has created a GoFundMe page to facilitate and consolidate the donation process to meet the
tuition deadlines at Cuttington University. I made a donation myself and the process was safe, quick and easy.
For easy access to the link, you may look at my Facebook page: Brian T. Coffey or paste the link into an inter-
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(continued)

net browser on your computer.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/college-funds-for-kings?utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow1&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer
The people of Epiphany Lutheran Church are incredibly generous in all of our ministry efforts internally, in the
community and beyond. My request is not meant to interfere with these in any way. I’m simply making a need
known (with the Council’s approval) for you to consider as you wish. Thank you for reading about the King
family, and please hold them in prayer as they continue to do God’s work in challenging circumstances to
secure a hope-filled future for the people of Liberia.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Brian

First Communion Instruction
Attention parents or loved ones of young children: two children in the
congregation have expressed an interest in receiving the sacrament of
Holy Communion and their parents have agreed that it’s an appropriate
time for them. This is very exciting!
We wish to have other children join us for First Communion instruction if
the child and parent/caregiver think it’s the right time.

The instruction will be led by Pastor Brian and will be brief (one or two
short sessions). Depending on family schedules, we may incorporate
the training into the 8:30 a.m. Sunday School hour or determine another
suitable time.
Please contact Pastor Brian (309) 648-2994 to indicate your interest in
receiving instruction for your child (age limit isn’t the defining criterion –
individual and family readiness are more important.)

John Schneider Wins Bowling Award
John Schneider recently
participated in the Special
Olympics Regional Bowling
tournament held at S.I.
Bowl Family Fun Center in
Carterville, Illinois. For his
efforts John received a
silver medal signifying
second place.
Congratulations, John !
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It’s Almost Fall, Y’all!
Dear Epiphany Family! It has been a busy summer and it looks like Fall is gearing
up to be full of activity. Beginning on Labor Day weekend, some of us will travel to
Olney, Illinois to participate in the God’s Work Our Hands project. If you are not able
to participate on this project, it is my hope that you will find a way to use your hands
and hearts to do God’s work.
Current opportunities include donating to the food pantry, the international students’
supply drive, and/or to the good Samaritan House. Our council is busy preparing for
the coming year as well. We hope to retreat in the month of September or October to
plan for the year ahead. Towards the end of the month, our conference will gather in
Marion for our semi-annual event. Please keep all in your prayers as we discern
God’s will and plans for us.

Anne Terry
Council President

If you are looking for ways to serve your congregation, please reach out to me or to Pastor Brian. You
might think you don’t have any talents (as I did), but God may be wanting to use your gifts! There are
opportunities for both the outgoing and quiet folks.
Have a wonderful month! It’s almost fall, y’all!
Anne Terry

Sunday, September 11 at noon: Put it on your calendar!
EVERYONE IS INVITED
Our confirmation class is studying the catechism
this year and with a nod to its author, Martin Luther,
we will be viewing the movie of his life on Sunday,
September 11. It will start at noon with plenty of
food. Confirmation students should attend as part of
their curriculum, however, everyone else, young and
old, and those in-between are invited as well. Please
let Pastor Brian, Anne Terry, or Jan Womack know
if you will be able to attend. The movie run-time is 2
hours.
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Epiphany Thanks Jane Terry For the Wonderful Music

Maybe some words of thanks on a
beautiful cake doesn’t say it all, but can
it get any better than 22 pairs of socks?
As you can tell from the tears and the
expression on Jane’s face, the socks
took her by surprise. Folks who have
watched Jane play the organ for many
years know it’s “no shoes allowed” —
only just her socks on the organ foot
pedals!

Jane enjoys having her two granddaughters,
Olivia and Addie, join her for a photo in front
of her “Thanks for the music” cake.
Photos by Deb Sarvela
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A Thank You To Epiphany Folks
Dear Epiphany Congregation:
As I stop to take in my last “official” day as church organist, my heart is full of all your kind words
expressed to me in person and in your lovely cards and the beautiful cake at fellowship. And the
sock shower! What a fun tribute to my unorthodox style of pedal work. I think I will need to wear a
different pair every Sunday and take off my shoes when I get to church so that I can show off all your
creativity in choosing such soft, warm, funny, and creative socks. And thank you, Jim Sylwester, for
honoring me with the beautiful altar flowers.
I began playing piano when I was 6 years old from an “old school” teacher who assigned a hymn for
every lesson I ever took from her. She had rooms full of hymnals and in 12 years of lessons I don’t
believe I ever repeated a hymn. This laid the foundation for my love of hymns and sharing them with
the congregation has been a form of worship for me. It has been both a joy and privilege to serve
this congregation in worship. A special thanks to whoever had the idea of letting me play whatever I
wanted this morning! That was fun and a nice opportunity to revisit some special hymns throughout
my life.
Thank you, again, for all your gestures of thoughtfulness, and remember, I am not going anywhere—
just resting.
Lovingly,

Jane Terry

Southern Conference International Fair / Fall Assembly
Please mark your calendars for the International Fair which will be held
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Marion on Sunday, September
25th (2:30 – 5:15 p.m.). This will be a very special event for all the
congregations of the Southern Conference to gather and celebrate
cultures, food and music from around the world!
Epiphany Lutheran Church will be providing a dish of red Madagascar
Rice, which was a hit when served for Global Mission Sunday a few years ago.
Also, we will be leading the closing worship session “Healing of the Nations”, which was a meaningful
experience when done here for a community event held in April 2017. Please join your fellow
Southern Illinois Lutherans for this unique afternoon together!
The next page is the just released flyer providing more detailed information from Pastor Kim Brown.
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We Are Definitely Invited

“You will be my witnesses . . . to the ends of the earth” Acts 1:8

September 25, 2022
2:30-5:15 p.m.

Uyai Mose
(Shona meaning: “Come, All You People”)

International Fair
and Southern Conference Fall Assembly

At Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1501 Broeking Road, Marion, Illinois

$5.00 per person
Includes:

Samples of international cuisine; Displays and booths; Live- entertainment; Cultural arts demonstrations; Global music educator:
Nathaniel Waterson; Worship; Fellowship; Family fun.

Sponsored by the S. Conference of the Central/Southern IL Synod
A free-will offering will support cyclone recovery efforts in Madagascar and the Marion Medical Mission wells in Africa.

For more information, call 618-993-5919 and speak to Pastor Kim
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JAZZ VESPERS: 5:00 PM ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

TIME TO CELEBRATE!

September 8

Julie Bohnsack

September 20 Gary Bernhardt

September 10 Emily Hanson

September 23 Jim Sylwester

September 10 Jane Terry

September 25 Mark Scally

September 12 Kim Cook

September 26 Karen Jezierski

September 12 Sarah Ferguson

September 28 Isla Griffith

September 14 Lee Swayze

September 29 Ruby Benz

September 16 Amy Eigenrauch

September 29 Nan Gher

September 17 Eli Terry
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More Suggestions From Our Methodist Friends
From United Methodist Creation Justice Tips:
It’s lunchtime! Do you hop in your car and head to an eatery? Lunchtime traffic is
the third “rush hour”! Could you walk somewhere, brown bag your food, or take four
colleagues in one car? Lighten your stress. Lighten the load of carbon emissions
that stress the earth.
The best way to deal with plastic packaging waste is to avoid it. For example, rather
than buying individual servings of yogurt for lunches, purchase the largest size you
can and at home parcel out portions into reusable containers. Consider not only
dollar savings but also look for savings that help the earth.

Roland Person

One quarter-pound beef burger requires enough water to fill 10 bathtubs.

Simply swapping one a month for a veggie burger would save up to 5,400 gallons of water. Producing
turkey burgers is also less costly to our water supply. What you eat matters to the planet.
————————————————————————————————————————————The holidays are wonderful in many
ways, but they have an environmental
cost. Americans throw away 25%
more trash between Thanksgiving and
New Year’s. The waste from each of
those weeks adds up to one million
extra tons of discards going into landfills. These Tips can help you and your
family enjoy the season and care for
God’s good creation.

With COVID more of us will be doing our Christmas shopping online. Turn your shopping green by
exploring companies that are environmentally focused, that give back a percentage of profits to environmental organizations, and that have ethical practices, as well as great products that won’t quickly end up
in a landfill. For ideas, visit westendumc.org/green-giving-guide. Bonus: Shipping boxes easily recycle,
and every ton of it that’s reclaimed saves 17 trees. Simply break the boxes down flat so that they don’t
take up so much room in the recycling trucks.
Give Fair Trade presents this Christmas. Buying Fair Trade provides the creators—farmers, laborers,
and artisans—fair prices and stable incomes, reduces poverty, betters working conditions, and promotes
environmentally sustainable practices. It’s a just and good deal for all! If you like coffee, explore the
Velasquez Family Coffee website (vfamilycoffee.com).
Use and reuse gift bags rather than wrapping paper.
Passed along by your Green Team
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GLOBAL MISSION SUNDAY COMING ON OCTOBER 9!!
The ELCA has organized its global engagement around the theology and
practice of accompaniment, walking together with Lutheran, ecumenical and
interfaith sisters and brothers around the world. We are a church that believes
God is calling us into the world – together.
For over 20 years, Epiphany has accepted that calling in the form of support
for the Young Adults in Global Missions in Madagascar (YAGM). As the pandemic spread across the globe, the YAGM program was put on hold, and ELCA
personnel were required to return to the United States.
Since the YAGM program is not currently active in Madagascar, our Global
Mission support has been directed to Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji who
serve as ELCA’s West Africa Regional Representatives. Anne focuses on
support to health ministries, whereas Willie’s focus is on development and
capacity building. Willie also serves as liaison for Lutheran World Federation
projects in West Africa.

Linda Grace
Evangelism Committee

Epiphany’s support of the ELCA’s Global Mission effort takes the form
of an annual covenant sponsorship of $1,200. Thanks to your generous
support in 2021, we exceeded that amount—and hope to do so again this
year!
Our traditional means of raising our Global Mission pledged amount has
been the Change for Change jars. These jars have been and will continue
to be available for you to contribute your spare change (or currency or
checks) throughout the years. The funds are collected each year on the
first Sunday in Advent.
The Evangelism Committee also raises funds by offering simple soup
suppers on the four Wednesdays in Advent. Funds raised through a free-will offering at the meals are
added to the amount collected from the jars.
As previously mentioned, we hope to raise an amount that exceeds our covenant sponsorship amount
as a direct contribution to Madagascar. This spring, four cyclones passed through the southern half of
Madagascar in less than a month. The destruction and loss of life from these cyclones were devastating,
particularly in the southern regions, where the Central/Southern Illinois Synod’s two companion synods
are located. There is a desperate need for humanitarian aid, food and shelter, and resources to clean up
and start to rebuild the country’s infrastructure. It is a massive job. Any funds that we raise in excess of
our pledged amount will be directed to disaster relief in Madagascar.
To thank you for your past support of Global Mission projects and to give you a “taste” of Madagascar,
the Evangelism Committee will provide the fellowship refreshments on Global Mission Sunday, October
9, with samples of food from that country. We hope that you will join us as we try to share our blessings
and do God’s work wherever in the world there is an urgent need.
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Worship: The Link for the Zoom Service
Our Sunday morning worship is at 9:30 AM (Face-to-Face and livestreamed on Zoom),
with sung liturgy and hymnody. Here is the link for the Zoom services.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2101246575?pwd=MVhOR1FOb3BkWDJrQ09sMmR3ZTcyZz09

Meeting ID: 210 124 6575
Password: 1501
Phone: 312-626-6799

Fellowship Updates — September
And a hearty thank you to our Fellowship hosts for the month of August, including Deb
Sarvela, in honor of Paul’s birthday, Mari Schneider in honor of John’s birthday, Lyn and
Kevin Bame, the Evangelism Committee and the Fellowship Committee in honor of Jane
Terry’s retirement as the church organist. Lots of celebrations this past month!!!
Our Hosts for the months of September and October are as follows:
September 4 - Chuck Frank and Ginny Solverson
September 11- Anne Terry in honor of Jane’s Birthday
September 18September 25October 2October 9October 16October 23 - Anne Terry in honor of Al’s and Pastor Brian’s birthdays
October 30-

Contact me if you are interested in helping host a Sunday in
September or October … or sign up in Olise’s office in the booklet
for volunteers.

Deb Sarvela
Fellowship Chair
618-303-7178
dsarvela@hotmail.com
Deb Sarvela
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September is Good Samaritan Food Pantry Month!
September is Good Samaritan Food Pantry Month!
The Good Samaritan Food Pantry is asking for dry
goods like:
• 1 pound boxes of pasta
• Macaroni and Cheese
• Tuna Helper
• Instant Mashed Potatoes
• Other dry side dish products
• Canned goods
Please refrain from donating anything in glass or any items larger than1 pound
boxes of pasta.
Items can be placed in the marked area in the Fellowship Hall.

Cory Newman
Social Ministry
Committee

The Good Samaritan House is in specific need of bath towels, and these can be placed in the
marked bin in the Fellowship Hall.
The God's Work, Our Hands event will have a small group
from Epiphany in attendance. We can't wait to hear about
their experience and see photos of the work and play that takes
place! We pray for the group’s safe travels and an engaging
experience.

Watch for more information soon about:
• Spirit of Christmas fundraiser
• Bread for the World’s Offering of Letters
• Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service’s Hope for the Holidays

Last “Pop-up” Hunger Sale of the Year on October 1, 8:00 to 12 Noon
October 1 will be the date of Church Women United’s last pop-up hunger sale until
spring. We have stockpiled a lot of lovely Christmas decor, if you feel like freshening up your tired old wreaths and Santas! It’s fun to browse, and you never know
what treasure you will find. All the money raised at these sales will go directly to
local agencies dealing with hunger issues.
See Nan if you have items you might want to donate. Baked goods always sell
well. Hope to see you at First Christian Church, 306 W. Monroe St. in Carbondale
on October 1, 8:00-12:00.
Nan Gher
Church Women
United

Nan Gher
618-203-1121
nangher43@gmail.com
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The Marianne Webb and David N. Bateman
Distinguished Organ Recital Services 2022
Richard Elliott - Concert Organist

is the Principal Organist at
Tabernacle on Temple Square, Salt Lake City

Friday, September 16, 2022, 7:30 pm

Shryock Auditorium, Southern Illinois University
Free Admission
Richard Elliott will perform works by Weaver, Bach, Gawthrop, Grainger, and Franck.
The artist, along with DORS Principal Artistic Director Lynn Trapp, will speak before the
concert.
There will be a reception immediately following hosted by the Office of the Chancellor.

Supporting Epiphany’s Staff
In November, 2021, Council moved to re-establish a Staff Support Committee, something that had
been dormant for quite a while. Following the constitution, a committee of three was appointed,
consisting of Jim Renshaw, Roland Person and Betty Howerton as chair, with staggered terms
of office.
The Committee began by drafting position descriptions for the Secretary and
the newly created Business Manager position. In addition, they developed
goals for the pastor. All of this was done with direct involvement of those in
each position, once our new pastor joined us in January.
The task of this Committee is twofold, and a bit paradoxical in that on the one
hand we exist to support staff members, to listen to problems or complaints
and seek solutions. On the other hand, we also are charged with evaluating
annually the holders of these positions and reporting such results to Council.
We have nothing to do with setting salary.
Roland Person
For the Committee

We also welcome input from congregational members. If you have concerns
about any of these positions, or compliments, but prefer not to address them
directly, do feel free to speak to one of the Committee members and we will address them. All of
this will be handled confidentially.
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News From the Office
If you do not receive Epiphany’s weekly eHappenings, please tell Olise Mandat or email
business@elcarb.org and we will use an alternate email form so that you may stay up to date
with Epiphany events.

Calendar

Saturday, September 3 -- God's Work. Our Hands. Synod Mission Trip to Trinity Lutheran Church in Olney
Sunday, September 4
8:30 am - Sunday school
9:30 am - Worship (in person and Zoom)
11:00 am - No Confirmation instruction
Monday, September 5 - Labor Day
Church office closed
Friday-Saturday, September 9-10 -- C/SIS Women of the ELCA Biennial Convention Grace Lutheran
Church, Springfield Illinois
Sunday, September 11
8:30 am - Sunday school
9:30 am - Worship (in person and Zoom)
11:00 am - Confirmation instruction
12:00 noon—Viewing of the film: “Luther” (in the Fellowship Hall) The congregation is invited. Lunch
will be included
5:00 pm - Jazz Vespers
Sunday, September 18
8:30 am - Sunday school
9:30 am - Worship (in person and Zoom)
11:00 am - Confirmation instruction
12:00-3:00 pm - Council Retreat
Monday, September 19
6:00 pm -- WELCA potluck and meeting
Sunday, September 25
8:30 am - Sunday school
9:30 am - Worship (in person and Zoom)
11:00 am - Confirmation instruction
2:30-5:15 pm - Southern Conference International Fair, Our Redeemer Church in Marion
Family entertainment
$5/person includes samples of international cuisines, displays, live entertainment
Concludes with Healing of the Nations worship service led by Epiphany Lutheran Church

WELCA Potluck and Meeting
Monday, September 19 at 6:00 pm
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